POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 JULY 2011
Present: 
    K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, J French, F Warner, 

                            and S Waterston
In Attendance:    PC Lorraine Matthews, Lothian and Borders Police                        

 Apologies:          D West, and J Weir 

1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
KF reported that a letter had been received from Midlothian Council about the Council’s Single equality Scheme.  Following enactment of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 2003 and Equality Act 2010 Midlothian Council must ensure when providing grants that the receiving body either has in place its own Equality and/or Equal Opportunities Scheme, or that it signs up to the Council’s Single Equality Scheme.
1.2.
PDCC was asked to submit a copy of its Equality and/or Equalities Scheme.  Since PDCC did not have either, then all that was required was to duly sign the  application form and return it to Midlothian Council confirming that PDCC was signing up to the Midlothian Council Scheme..

2.
Minutes of Meeting of 8 June and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 8.1 – Gala Day.   It was noted that there was a large grassed area behind the boiler house at Lasswade High School which could potentially be used for next year’s gala day.  JF undertook to raise this with the School Council on behalf of the Gala Day Committee.                                                                             Action: JF
2.2       The minutes were approved.  Proposed by AM and seconded by JF.

3.
Finance report

3.1 
FW gave the finance report in JW’s absence.  Statement of accounts as at 13 July:


Bank:  b/f 257.32                     Cash:     36.20

            Expenditure: nil
            Income:  nil
           Account as at 13 July 2011     Bank:  257.32    Cash:  36.20

           Total Bank and Cash:  293.52

4.         Secretary’s Report

4.1    Nothing to report.
5.
Police Report

5.1
Crime Statistics – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade June 2011

Total Crimes Recorded:        49
Total Crimes Solved:             28     57.14% solvency 

                                                       (This YTD 48.02%, Last YTD  38.62%)

Breakdown as follows:





Received
Solved

Violent Crime

     
   4 

    2


Sexual Crime

     
   1

    0

Crimes of Dishonesty
    
 31

  18


Vandalism
     

 12

    3



Other Crimes

               1
                5


5.2
There were 343 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of June. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN POLTONHALL

5.3  About 2230hrs on Friday 3 June at Bonnyrigg Sports Bar, Eskdale Court a large disturbance took place in the car park resulting in 2 males and a female being seriously assaulted. Officers attended and traced 2 suspects hiding in a nearby garden. Staff from the premises were helpful and from witness accounts it would appear that they have made every attempt to minimise further involvement by patrons. The 2 male suspects were later arrested and held for court on charges of Serious Assault to permanent disfigurement and Breach of the Peace.

5.4  About 0130hrs on Sunday 5 June a resident in Polton Gardens reported 2 males dressed in black attempting to steal his newly purchased Honda Motorcycle which was chained up in his back garden. Officers attended and identified 2 youths nearby who denied being involved but whose details have been kept pending the results of DNA samples taken from the partially cut chain.

5.5   At 1200hrs on Sunday 5 June Poltonhall Gala Day took place with a parade led by a Police Quad Bike and comprising of at least 20 cars, floats, 2 bands, majorettes, a fire engine and a colourful mixture of school children in fancy dress costumes. Thankfully the Gala Committee remembered to book some sunshine and the parade and days festivities passed without incident. It was a great success and a huge well done to all those that took part.

5.6  About 0130hours on Wednesday 8 June officers saw 2 males riding pedal cycles, crossing Dobbies Road towards Polton Gardens. On seeing the police the males made off but were detained shortly after where they admitted to stealing 7 pedal cycles from various locations throughout Bonnyrigg. All bikes were recovered and returned to their rightful owners. This highlighted the rich pickings that were lying about for the taking, so please if you own a pedal cycle and not using it, secure it!

5.7  About 1130hrs on Thursday 16 June a report was received regarding a male described as white, mid to late 30s, possibly with learning difficulties, wearing a blue cap and blue jacket (NFD) trying to get into the back door of the school. He was unsuccessful and walked off into the field at the side of the school. He has not done anything wrong at this time.

5.8   About 1240hrs on Tuesday 21 June a resident in Broomieknowe reported that he had found a Mortar Shell in his garden shed. A cordon was set up and EOD (Bomb Disposal) attended and found that it had previously been defused. The said shell was then disposed of by EOD.

5.9 Between 24/05/2011 and 24/06/2011 persons unknown stole approximately 580 metres of cable from streetlights, causing approximately £30,000 of damage in total. The cables were cut with bolt clippers or similar and the cables pulled out.  Prior to stealing the cable from the footpath near to Chesters Court, Bonnyrigg it would appear that persons switched off the lights from the control cabinet.  The loci of thefts were: Newbyres Castle, Hunterfield Road, Gorebridge;  Burnbrae Avenue, Bonnyrigg and footpath near to Chesters Court, Bonnyrigg

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

PC 3912E Ian Hutchison

Community Officer Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

PC 11372 Sue Akers

Community Officer Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

E-mail  EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk 

Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Nil report.  No Councillors in attendance.

7.
Local Issues

7.1
FW reported a missing kerb stone in Ramsay Terrace which had been worn away by the Council’s refuse lorries when turning.  She undertook to bring this to the Council’s attention.                                                                                      Action: FW
8.          AOB
8.1       KF referred to the flattened lamp post on the corner of Polton Avenue Road and the pothole which was developing there.  KF had emailed Ricky Moffat at Midlothian Council to bring it to his attention.  The pothole was repaired the same day but  the lamp post was still awaiting replacement.
8.2
JF reported two chicanes in the Skeltiemuir estate which were in need of repair.  He was advised to send an email to Cllr Milligan who in turn would pass it on to Ricky Moffat to action.                                                                              Action: JF
Date of Next Meeting

There would be no meeting in August.  The next meeting would be held at Poltonhall Sports Complex Pavilion on Wednesday 14 September at 7.30pm.

Fiona Warner 

1 August 2011
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