POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 12 December 2012 

Present:  
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, J French, A Munro, F Warner, S Waterston, and D West 

In Attendance:
Mr & Mrs B Cunningham, Cllr B Constable, Ms J Duffy, PC I Hutchison
Apologies:                J Weir, Cllrs I Baxter and D Milligan 
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair said he had spoken with Brian Miller, shop owner at Poltonhall regarding the state of the roadway by the new Lasswade High School.  Mr Miller advised that the builders seemed unconcerned about the shopkeepers and the effect it was having on their businesses.

1.2
It was agreed to discuss the issue of the manned crossing on Polton Road West at the next meeting.

2.    Minutes of meeting of 14 November 2012 and Matters Arising
2.1
Item 2.2.   JF referred to the new toilet blocks for the boys and girls at Hawthornden Primary School and said it was good to see that the work, which was desperately required, had now been carried out.

2.2
Item 2.5.   Cllr BC confirmed the new speed bumps on Polton Road West would straddle the full width of the road and the £12,000 cost would come from his environmental budget.  Mrs Cunningham pointed out that drivers were still exceeding the speed limits from Dobbies Road upwards to Polton Road. 

2.3
Item 2.6.   No further information was available on the article which had appeared in the Advertiser regarding ‘Boost for Gas’.  Cllr BC undertook to look into it.    Action:  Cllr BC
2.4  
The minutes were approved.  Proposed by JF and seconded by AM.

3.    Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 12 December 2012:

            B/F                                                                   Bank                       Cash

                                                                                   278.58                    14.00

            Expenditure:                                                   200.00 (donation to Christmas lights)
            Income:   

            Bank Interest         



    0.03

            Account as at 12 December 2012                    78.61  
14.00

            Total Bank & Cash                                           92.61

4.    Secretary’s Report
4.1
Nothing to report.
5.    Pupil Crossing De Quincy Path.   

5.1
Chair reported that information was now available on the routes taken by pupils.  Residents in St Anne’s Avenue were unhappy about their children having to go to the manned crossing at Poltonbank to cross the road.  A pupil count was being taken at St Anne’s Avenue as opposed to Poltonbank.
5.2
Cllr BC reported he had spoken with officials and Pam Ross of Hawthornden Parent Council and said there was no case to answer.  He was strongly against moving the manned crossing and said while the suggestion of additional traffic calming was good it would cost £2,000. Chair was concerned about cars leaving Polton Road West heading towards Rosewell.  Once leaving the chicane at Poltonbank there was nothing to prevent speeding motorists. Cllr BC said the feeling was that the manned crossing at Poltonbank was in the right place.  Chair suggested that if funds were available for another speed bump it should be at the junction of St Anne’s Avenue where it would slow down traffic. 
6.    Police Report

6.1
Crime Statistics for Bonnyrigg & Lasswade – November 2012
Total Crimes Recorded: 26

Total Crimes Solved:  18
69.23 % solvency
This YTD 42.95 %
 
Last YTD 42.32 %

November break down as follows

Received

Solved

Violent Crime




1
                       
      4
Sexual Crime




       1

                  0


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                   9    

      8      

Vandalism



      
      10       

      1
      

Other Crime


   
       
       5 


      5
There were 322 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of November.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

· About lunchtime on Monday 5 November in Rosewell Road an 18yr old male was found by police in possession of a metal pole. Enquiries revealed that he had assaulted a 20yr old female, known to him. The male was arrested and has been reported.

· On the 10 November the 2nd Leg of a Scottish Cup game took place at Bonnyrigg Rose FC with approx 1500 supporters in attendance. One Fixed Penalty Ticket was issued to a supporter for drinking in the street and the same 26yr old male was later charged with dropping his trousers and boxers thereafter exposing his body parts whilst standing in the middle of Dundas Street. He was held in custody until sober.

· Between 2300hrs and 0930hrs on Wednesday 14  November persons unknown cut the TV Arial, slashed the 2 tyres of a push bike and poured out the contents of a flower pot at an address in Cockpen Terrace. All enquiries were negative at this time.

· Between 2300hrs and 0530hrs on 15 November persons unknown forced entry to the rear doors of Gregg’s bakers, 44 High Street Bonnyrigg. Although entry was gained and property searched nothing obvious was stolen. All enquiries at this time were negative. 

· During the early hours of Monday 26 November persons unknown smashed the rear window of silver Nissan Micra parked in Gordon Avenue, Bonnyrigg. A teenager had been interviewed in relation to this but denied any involvement. 

· As part of the Winter Safety Road Check for November the following offences were identified in the Bonnyrigg area and a total of 19 persons charged.

10 drivers reported for using their mobile phone whilst driving.

3 cars were seized and drivers charged with no insurance

1 driver for no MOT, speeding, going through a red traffic light, no road tax and a formal warning issued.

1 driver had also been reported for driving whilst under the influence of drinks or drugs.

6.2
Chair referred to rumours about car keys and an attempt to steal a car from a woman in Tesco car park.  PC IH advised that Esbank Tesco came within Dalkeith beat area.  He undertook to check it out and report back at the next meeting.                          Action: PC IH
6.3
Elves from Poltonhall Gala Committee would be helping Santa out as he rides on his sleigh through the streets of Bonnyrigg raising money for next year’s Gala day.  Police Officers would be escorting Santa and his helpers from 1800hrs on the following dates:  Thursday 13, Friday 14 and Monday 17 December 2012. Ho! Ho! HO!

We would like to wish all residents of Bonnyrigg and Lasswade a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

PC 3912E Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell E-mail EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk  Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

7.      Midlothian Councillors’ Report
7.1
Cllr BC referred to Poltonhall gala day and said arrangements had been made to buy more hard matting to prevent damage to the park.  It was a major issue keeping cars off the grass.

7.2
The new Lasswade High Scholl was due to open in August 2014.  It was noted that local shopkeepers were unhappy with the road closure.  

7.3
SW asked if there was any information on the future of the bowling club.  Cllr BC confirmed it would be re-sited at Hopefield to enable open access to Lasswade High School with traffic coming in off Rosewell Road.  Entrance to the school would be from the bowling club site.

7.4
Chair asked about the plans for Hopefield school and was advised that no decision had yet been made.  It was possible the site may be used for social housing.  
7.5
Cllr BC advised he was keen to sign off the Council’s budget before Christmas. Council tax setting was due to take place the following Tuesday.   

7.6
It was noted as regards police reform Midlothian would be joining forces with East and West Lothian.  There was a question mark over where the HQ should be located.

7.7
Chair referred to the path from railway walk to Rosewell Road (by the Old People’s Home) and said there were 3 different owners of the land, Midlothian Council being one of them.  It was understood that the builders at Hopefield would increase the width of the pavement at the home for ease of use by wheelchair users.  DW commented that the path around the back of Skeltiemuir was too narrow and very dark and residents there had always been led to believe it would be developed.  Cllr BC undertook to look into it.  Action: Cllr BC
8.  
Any Other Business
8.1
JF commented on the Midlothian Music Festival at the Usher Hall.  It was the first year the national youth choir had been involved and it had been an amazing evening.

Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 January 2013. 
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