POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 8 February 2012 

Present:  
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, J French, A Munro, F Warner, S Waterston       J Weir and D West

In Attendance:           Mrs and Mrs B Cunningham

                                     Local residents

Apologies:

Cllr B Constable, PC Ian Hutchison 
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1     Chair reported that the application for 2 flats in De Quincey Road had been refused and as a result no appeal could be made to the Scottish Reporters. 

1.2
An email had been received from Ian Baxter, Chair, Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Community Council about a possible merger with PDCC.

1.3
Drawings from Midlothian were received, and displayed, showing the proposed roads layout around the site of the former Staiside Inn.

1.4
A report had appeared in Edinburgh Evening News about a man who had exposed himself to a young girl in McLean Place.

 2.    Minutes of meeting of 11 January 2012 and Matters Arising

2.1    Item 2.1 - Lights between Rugby Club and Dalhousie Chesters.  Poles had been erected but lamp units had not yet been delivered.  It was hoped they would arrive in the next week.

2.2
Item 2.3 – Eastrigg Development.  It was agreed to discuss the issue later in the meeting.

2.3
Item 6.3 – Roslin Glen.  The road re-opened on 8 February 2012.

2.4
Item 6.4 – Lasswade Bridge.  Mrs Cunningham expressed concern about the old railway tunnel/bridge on Polton Road and asked when it had last been inspected.  She pointed out that if there were concerns about the weight on the Lasswade Bridge then she had similar concerns about the one on Polton Road.   KF undertook to raise the concerns with Midlothian Council.                                                                                       Action: Chair
2.5
Item 6.7 – Playground litter.  It was confirmed that the clearance of playground litter was a janitorial matter but where litter was excessive additional assistance could be offered.  Ongoing issue.  KF commented that PDCC members have in the past volunteered litter clearing duties on a Saturday morning and could possibly assist again at Hawthornden Primary School, if required.

2.6      The minutes were approved.  Proposed by JF and seconded by SW.
3.    Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 8 February 2012:

            B/f                                                       Bank 63.36                       Cash    14.00

            Expenditure:                                       Nil

            Income:                                              Bank Interest   0.02 

           Account as at 8 February                    Bank 66.38                       Cash     14.00

           Total Bank and Cash                           80.38
4.     Police Report

4.1   Crime Statistics – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade January 2012
Total Crimes Recorded: 42
 Total Crimes Solved: 20   47.62% solvency

                                                This YTD 42.56%             Last YTD 36.21%                        
January break down as follows

Received

Solved
Violent Crime




       0
                       0

Sexual Crime




       1

      
      0


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                   11


      2

Vandalism



      
       14


      3

Other Crime


   
       
       16


     15


There had been 342 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of January.

Officers from the Roads Policing Branch at Dalkeith attended in the Polton Road West and Polton Road area of Lasswade on three separate occasions last year, 2011. No offences were detected and only 1 motorist was given a warning re his speed. At another time the Marksmen was deployed on the road and over a week’s period it was found that 85% of motorists were under enforcement parameters (under 35mph).  It was concluded from this that the speed reducing measures currently in place were having a great positive impact in Polton Road West and Polton Road and that the issue may only be a perceived problem. Roads Policing will continue to monitor the area and passing attention would be given
In relation to the second issue opposite the Polton Inn at the Give Way to oncoming traffic sign PC Hutchison submitted a Traffic Intelligence Report suggesting that Road Markings be added to prevent parking right up to the chicane. He would give an update as and when the traffic Management got back to him.
Ian and Sue, the Community Beat Officers at Bonnyrigg had requested, and had been given, a course later this month to operate the hand held laser. Once completed extra attention would be given on a more regular basis.

Community Officers attended at the platform on the old railway line/walkway at Waverley where they had a meeting with Councillor Constable and the Architects from Midlothian Council.  The final plan was to remove the bushes and plant ground foliage to make the borders look nice but it would not grow any more than 30cm.  The Council would install 10 "White Light" lampposts either side of the walkway to illuminate the area, the large tree that was at the start of the platform would be removed, a litter bin would be placed at the entrance to the walkway, old railway signs would be reintroduced and the wire fence that has been vandalised between the new estate and the walkway would be removed.  That should make for a better environment for the local residents and stop the masses hanging around there in the future. The work was planned for April 2012.
There would be a multi-agency meeting again after the refurbishment so that the youth issue could continue to be tackled.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

·          Between 1830hrs, 01/01/12 and 1500hrs, 02/01/12 a garden shed on Campview Road, Bonnyrigg, was broken into and attempted to be set on fire. Stolen from within the shed were a range of tools and their boxes, electric saw, jet wash, petrol lawn mower, strimmer, drills and 2 children’s scooters all of which were heavy and awkward to carry. Total value approx £4000. 

· Between 2300hrs, 08/01/2012 and 0700hrs, 09/01/2012 two vehicles parked on Polton Avenue Road, Bonnyrigg, were damaged after being covered in paint stripper. Witnesses requested; investigation ongoing.

·      About 2120hrs, 13/01/2012, officers spoke with a group of 7 males, 2 of whom were found to have Buckfast Tonic Wine in their possession. 

·      On 18/01/2012 a drugs warrant was executed and a search was carried out at an address in Bonnyrigg. A search of the premises and person(s) within, thereafter, provided the recovery of a personal amount of cannabis resin. Drug paraphernalia and a BB gun were also found within the property. One person was reported to the Procurator Fiscal for consideration for prosecution.
· About 2315hrs, 19/01/2012, a taxi parked and secured on De Quincey Road, Bonnyrigg was damaged by a passenger leaning out of the window of a motor vehicle and stabbing the front tyre approximately 5 times before driving off. Enquiry ongoing, witnesses requested.
· About 1130hrs, 20/01/2012 a male attended at Bonnyrigg Health Centre where he became aggressive towards the staff. On police arrival the male became increasingly volatile and refused to desist his behaviour. He was arrested, after CS spray was deployed, and kept in custody to appear at Edinburgh Sheriff Court the following day charged with breach of the peace (x2), Police assault (x2), resisting arrest and vandalism.
· About 1315hrs, 29/01/2012, at Co-Operative, High Street, Bonnyrigg, a male was observed tampering with a delivery lorry and stealing a plastic bag containing hundreds of cigarettes from within. He was described as white, short red hair wearing black trousers and a fluorescent vest. The male was seen to enter a silver vehicle, possibly a Nissan Micra. 

· About 1855hrs, 31/01/2012, in McLean Place, Bonnyrigg, a male exposed his genitals to a 15-year-old female member of the public. The male was described as white, 30-40yrs, 5ft8-5ft10, medium build, short cropped clippered brown hair, wearing black or dark coloured tracksuit with a zip up top (unknown make).

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station. PC 3912E Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

E-mail  EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk  Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

5.
Secretary’s Report

5.1
A letter had been received from Midlothian Council to ask if PDCC would consider providing a local emergency contact(s) to provide accurate up to date information during bad weather and/or power failures.  Over the past few months Midlothian Council had been working with partners to plan joint responses to severe weather and other emergencies.   It was agreed that KF and DW would be the PDCC contacts covering the Poltonhall and Skeltiemuir areas.
6.     Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1   No Councillors were in attendance.

7.    Local Issues

7.1    The merger with PDCC as proposed by Bonnyrigg CC was discussed.  KF had asked Midlothian Council for advice regarding the legal issues surrounding such a merger.  Any merger would entail involvement in issues not local to Poltonhall and the majority view was to keep the status quo.  It was suggested that a possible invitation to meet with PDCC be extended to the Chair of Bonnyrigg CC.  PDCC would take stock following the local council elections in May.    
7.2    Staiside Inn Development.  It was noted that the road around the bowling green was not changing.  There would be 3 new light controlled crossings. The proposed plans for the Staiside Inn development did not take into account that the road layouts remained the same.  No formal planning application for the Staiside site had yet been made.
8.   AOB

8.1
DW reported on Midlothian Council’s new waste strategy which proposed an additional recycling bin and a reduction in the number of uplifts.  

Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 14 March 2012. 
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