POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting Held on 14 March 2012

Present:   
      K Fuller (Chair), J French, M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, S Waterston, 

                              J Weir and D West

In Attendance:     Cllrs J Aitchison and B Constable 

                               Mr & Mrs B Cunningham

                               Ms J Sumnor

                               PS Ian Hutchison

                               Poltonhall Galaday Committee

1.
Chair’s Remarks.

1.1
Spring flowers on common green areas were a welcome sight and appreciation given to Cllr Constable.  It was noted that the street lights were now on in Chesters/Dalhousie however, the last one from the distributor road had never been lit.    Chair undertook to take it up with Midlothian Council.                                       Action:  Chair
2.         Galaday 2012

2.1  
The Committee had spoken with Albert Jaster, Head Teacher at Lasswade High School about using the school grounds as an alternative venue for the galaday and this had now been confirmed as 3 June, the same week-end as the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.   

2.2        A sum of £1386 had been collected as a result of the Christmas Santa collection and so the committee have been able to hire 4 large trampolines and bungee wires with the possibility of a zip wire too.  An application has been made for a soft play area for younger children which could be hired out to other gala days in Midlothian.  
2.3
Members of staff or PTA members from each school in the area were attending the galaday committee meetings.  A dunk tank would be one of the attractions, with teachers/PTA members in the firing line.  Once the hire of the tank had been paid all other money raised would be shared between the participating schools.

2.4
PDCC had offered financial support in the past to the Galaday but it was noted that a contribution could not be given until after the AGM in April when an application for 2012 funding would be made. 

3.   
Minutes of meeting held on 8 February and Matters Arising

3.1   
Item 1.2 – possible merger with Bonnyrigg & Lasswade Community Council (BLCC). PDCC’s response had been discussed at a recent BLCC meeting and the matter was now closed.

3.2
Item 1.4 – Indecent exposure. It was noted a further incident had occurred in Dalkeith.

3.3
Item 2.1 – Lights between Rugby Club and Dalhousie Chester.      Done.
3.4
Item 2.4 – Lasswade Bridge.    Done.

3.5
Item 2.5 – Playground litter.  Litter reported as beer cans and cigarette packets.  If need be assistance would be sought from PDCC to help clean up.
3.6
Item 5.1 – Local emergency contacts.  KF and DW had put their names forward.  Chair undertook to contact Midlothian Council to find out who should be contacted if necessary.

3.7
It was reported that the fridge in the kitchen at the Sports Pavilion had been stolen but that the theft had not been reported to the Police.   Cllr JA advised that Midlothian Council had problems getting contents insurance so in the event of theft etc the cost was absorbed and a replacement made.  It was noted that the theft should nevertheless have been reported to the Police.

3.8
Mrs Cunningham asked why the Police put tracks across the road during school holidays when traffic was lighter.  It was noted the PCs Hutchison and Akers had since been trained in hand held radar.

3.9
The minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by JF.

4.        Finance Report

4.1      Statement of account as at 14 March 2012:
            B/f                                                       Bank 63.36                       Cash    14.00
            Expenditure:                                       Nil
            Income:                                              Nil

           Account as at 14 March                      Bank 66.38                       Cash     14.00

          Total Bank and Cash                           80.38
5.       Secretary’s Report

5.1      FW passed around copies of the latest Newsletter for the Borders Railway Project which gave an update on what was currently happening. 

5.2
Clare Neely, Marketing and Service Development Officer at Midlothian Council had been unable to accept an invitation to attend the meeting to explain in detail the proposed changes to the recycling collection services.  FW undertook to email everyone a note of the proposed changes.                                                                                                 Action: FW
6.
Police Report

Crime Statistics – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade February 2012

Total Crimes Recorded: 30
 Total Crimes Solved: 14         46.67% solvency

                           This YTD 43.31%
                Last YTD 38.60 %

February break down as follows

Received

Solved

Violent Crime




       0
                       
      0
Sexual Crime




       0

      
      1


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                  10


      1

Vandalism



      
      14


      5

Other Crime


   
       
        6


      7


There had been 279 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of February.

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
About 2300 hours on Saturday 4th February 2012 drug swabbing was carried out at the following premises in Bonnyrigg; The Chase, The Anvil, The Calderwood Arms, The Waverley Hotel, The Royal Oak. Premises were visited and the toilets swabbed for cocaine - all with a negative result. 
Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Pubwatch would be holding a meeting at The Chase, 33 Polton Street on Wednesday 21 March at 1900hrs

About 2215 hours, on Tuesday 7 February Roads Policing Officers carried out a static road check on Wadingburn Road, Lasswade at the junction with Kevock Road, following a complaint re speeding motorists. At that time three drivers were seen travelling eastwards in close convoy, apparently well in excess of the speed limit. All three vehicles were stopped, almost colliding with each other in the process. The 3 drivers (18yrs of age) were given their first ASBO warnings as a result. 

About 1150hrs on Saturday 18 February a three-car minor injury accident occurred at Lasswade Bridge. 2 vehicles were driving downhill towards the bridge over the River Esk and a third was travelling towards Bonnyrigg and had just negotiated the bridge. About that juncture vehicles collided with each other, the Bridge, and the lamppost causing minimum damage.

Overnight on 18 February persons unknown stole a whirly gig from the rear garden of an address in Cockpen Crescent. 

Overnight on Thursday 23 February unknown person(s) gained access to the site of the new Lasswade Community Centre and climbed the 30 metre crane (one of two on site), after which they cut the main power cable to the operator’s platform, stealing approximately 50 metres of black armoured insulated copper wire (estimated value £1500). 

Between 1400 and 1700hrs on Monday 27 February, a dog attacked the sheep within the paddock at Springfield Farm, Lasswade resulting in one of the sheep having serious facial injuries and having to be put down by a local vet. The same sheep had been attacked on 2 previous occasions but received minor injuries and it was believed that timings of the attack were similar.

The Janitor at Poltonhall Community Centre reported that youths were causing problems in the evenings, after he locked up, by climbing on the nearby garages and throwing rubbish into the grounds of the Centre. Most recently there had been sofa cushions, Plasterboard and chairs dumped in the vicinity. Officers attended and identified possible culprits who were suitably warned. There has been no further incident!

In response to three separate calls to Poltonhall re youths on motorbikes officers attended in the area on Quad bikes and also on foot in an effort to detect or deter those youths from driving illegally and recklessly. One of the bikes was described as yellow in colour with the rider wearing a dark helmet and lumber jacket type shirt. 

Any person with any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue should contact Community Officers PC 3912E Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers or Bonnyrigg Police Station.   E-mail  EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk  Tel:  Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report
7.1
Cllr BC reported that a speed limit sign was definitely needed at Lasswade Bridge.   

7.2
The flooding issues at Argyle Place would be sorted.

7.3
Hopefield Primary School was due to be opened in October 2012.   Good progress was being made at the new Lasswade High School.

7.4
Following a planning meeting it was reported that there was a change to regulations which meant that the erection of decking and dormer windows were no longer subject to planning permission except in conservation areas where regulations were stricter.
7.5
Mrs Cunningham referred to houses on Polton Road with roof tiles and not slates.  Cllr BC undertook to look into it.                                                                     Action:  Cllr BC
7.6
Chair commented on the expansion of Bonnyrigg and Lasswade in particular at Hopefield.  With the additional houses on the Hopefield estate, which fell within the PDCC boundary, KF suggested there might be room for an additional Community Council (CC) there.  Cllr JA advised it would be a matter for the residents if they wanted their own defined CC and local people were in agreement. Ms Sumnor suggested that it was not time yet to consider that and felt there was no up swelling of desire for a CC. It would probably be best to wait until the school was established.  JW commented that the number of additional residents was not reflected in PDCC’s grant.   Cllr BC suggested the issue be raised with John Blair

7.7
Cllr JA reported that Midlothian Council had embarked on social housing build.  There were 1800 on the waiting list in 2004 when it was decided to build 1000 houses.  There were now 4800 on the waiting list.
7.8
No plans had yet been submitted for the former Staiside Inn site.  A proposal that the developers should take on the old garages and former community hall had been withdrawn as the plumber’s business would not sell.   It was suspected that the developers were waiting on road improvements before submitting a further application for retail units 3 storeys high which would be unlikely to meet Midlothian Council approval at that height.
7.9
A full survey had been undertaken of the old railway tunnel and it had been sealed off to prevent anyone entering it.

7.10
A large Rottweiler had been running free in the Poltonhall area. The Dog Warden had caught it on 3 occasions, taken it to the dog pound and advised the owners who paid the fee and let the dog run free each time. No action could be taken as the dog was friendly. 

7.11 
Hopefield Primary was pencilled in to open during the October school break.  The old school was valued at £1m and Midlothian Council was obliged by law to dispose of excess buildings.  As it lay within the estate of Chesters/Skeltiemuir, Cllr JA would prefer to see it sold to a private developer rather than used for social housing.  It was noted that 48% of the 4800 on the waiting list were single people and 3% were in employment. Cllr JA had visited a project in the Wheatfield area of Edinburgh owned by Canmore Dunedin.  The facilities were very good with no vandalism, arrears or anti-social behaviour.  Tenants had to be in employment and buy either 25% or 50% of the equity.  It was something Midlothian Council might embark on, following consultation.  If the problem of single person housing was not addressed then the Scottish Government had advised they would take it over from Midlothian Council and run it themselves.
7.12
Roslin Glen had re-opened at a cost of £850k and 3 attempts.  Transducers had been planted all over which would indicate any further road slippage. 

7.13 
Following the recent accident on Lasswade Bridge the pressure on the bridge would have to be strengthened once again.  
7.14
Various groups had donated garden furniture to the new Community Hospital. NHS Lothian want to campaign to the Health Minister for small minor surgery to be carried out there with no more than a 3 day stay.

7.15
Food waste recycling would be introduced at the end of the summer.  
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting and AGM would be held on Wednesday 11 April 2012.

PAGE  
4

