POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 9 May 2012 

Present:  
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, S Waterston and J Weir 

In Attendance:        
Cllr I Baxter; Cllr B Constable; Cllr D Milligan; PC Ian Hutchison; Mr and Mrs Cunningham; Ms J Sumnor; Mr G Patrick and Mr J Aitchison

Apologies:

J French and D West.   
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1    Chair welcomed new and re-elected Councillors and sent Jackie Aitchison best wishes for the future.  Mr Graeme Patrick of the Walker Group was also welcomed.

1.2   Esk Valley Trust was working on North Esk while Midlothian Council was looking at work on South Esk.  It was hoped to have a walkway following the river to Buccleuch Estate.

2.    Minutes of meetings of 11 April 2012 and Matters Arising
2.1 
Minutes of the AGM were approved.  Proposed by JW and seconded by SW.
2.2
Minutes of Meeting of 11 April 2012 and Matters Arising.  

2.3
Item 2.1 Staiside Inn.  It was noted that a coping stone from the former Staiside Inn had been thrown through the window of the Newsagent shop at Poltonhall.

2.4
The Minutes were approved.  Proposed by SW and seconded by JW.
3.     Police Report

3.1   Crime Statistics – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade April 2012
Total Crimes Recorded: 45 

Total Crimes Solved: 21  
46.76% solvency

                                               This YTD 46.67%
            Last YTD 38.33 %

March breakdown as follows




Received

Solved
Violent Crime



                   5
                
      6

Sexual Crime




       1

      
      0


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                  22    

      9      

Vandalism



      
       9
       

      0
      

Other Crime


   
       
       8 


      6

There had been 268 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of April.

In 2010, over 70% of the fatal road accidents in Scotland (133 out of the 189) happened on ‘non-built up roads’ - roads with a speed limit greater than 40mph. 
Police forces across Scotland will be taking part in three days of action, coordinated by the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland, to target those who drive or are a passenger in a vehicle whilst not wearing a seatbelt and drivers who choose to speed or drive inappropriately on rural roads. The campaign runs from 0700 hrs on Tuesday 8 May and concludes at 0700 hrs on Friday 11 May, 2012.

Lothian and Borders Police Board are putting some of Edinburgh's iconic police boxes up for sale.  Twenty-two of the cast iron boxes, deemed surplus to operational requirements, are under offer individually until 31 May at midday - there is no set guide prices for the pieces of street furniture.  For sale signs will be put on the boxes this week, with brochures available for anyone interested.   The money made by the sale will go towards the Force Capital Investment Programme.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
· Between midnight and 4am on Sunday 1 April person(s) unknown entered through the unlocked front door of a house in Eskdale Terrace. After searching the premises they stole television, play station 3 and car key from within. The vehicle to which the car key referred was taken from the locus and used to make off with the other goods. An area search and door to door was conducted with a negative result. One neighbour thought she heard a car door closing and driving off at around 0200 hours but did not see this. The car was recovered on 5 April in Linlithgow and police were following a positive line of enquiry.

· During the day of the 03/04/2012 persons unknown spray painted dark blue graffiti with an unknown design and an arrow through it on the gable end of a house in Polton Avenue Road. The house is next to a communal walkway and there were no witnesses at this time.

· On the 6 April the driver of a 92A bus was on the Distributor Road at Bonnyrigg when the 41year old male driver of a car behind him repeatedly sounded the car horn, drove in front of the bus and caused it to stop. Following a confrontation with the driver who refused to get out of his cab the male returned to his car whilst the driver got out to get his vehicle registration number. The male returned and punched the driver, knocking him to the floor and causing him to sustain a fractured cheekbone. A Dalkeith male has been traced through enquiries and a report has been submitted to the fiscal.
· Between the 25 April and 2 May, whilst the occupants were on holiday, person(s) unknown cut a hole in a fibreglass garage door of a house in Polton Bank before attempting to pull it open with a grappling hook or similar. This failed so they climbed through the hole and smashed a car window, searched the vehicle before making off, nothing apparently stolen.

· About 1700 hours on Friday 27 April the complainer from Dalhousie Place, Bonnyrigg returned to her unlocked house to see an unknown male in her back garden. They spoke with each other, waved and the male left whilst the complainer went into her house to find drawers and cupboards ransacked, nothing apparently stolen. Enquiries ongoing.
· On Sunday the 29 April, 4 drivers were warned and 2 issued with Fixed Penalty Tickets after being caught speeding on the Distributor Road, Bonnyrigg.

3.2
JA queried why there were no drug related incidents reported in the Poltonhall and Bonnyrigg areas.   PC Hutchinson explained that the previous day 5 premises had been hit in Dalkeith, Gorebridge and Mayfield.  Officers with thermal imaging cameras were patrolling the streets to detect heat from cannabis farms and help raise the profile of the problem.
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

PC 3912E Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers, Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell E-mail EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk. Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

4.     Presentation by Mr Graeme Patrick, Strategic Land Director, Walker Group

4.1   
A copy of the consented layout was provided.  Midlothian Council had been served a formal pre-application notice.  Consent had been granted in 2009 with conditions that work be started within 3 years.  Due to the economic downturn commencement of build in area A had not been possible within the timescale.  Making an application to extend planning permission for a further 3 years would allow time to carry out the work.  

4.2
Pre-application and public consultation was required for the build of more than 50 houses.  Walker Group had mistakenly been advised that Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Community Council (BLCC) was the relevant public body to consult.  It had since been clarified that PDCC was the relevant community council and Walker Group’s attendance at the PDCC meeting meant that no part of the pre-planning procedure had been failed.  No feedback had been received following the meeting with BLCC although questions had been taken on the night. 

4.3  Walker Group could not lodge the application before 20 June.  Copies of the consultation feedback sheet were provided.

4.4
Chair was concerned that the extended application was being made to allow work to be done elsewhere.  Graeme Patrick (GP) explained that Walker Group was only operating at one site at any one time and that only when a site was completed would work begin on another.  

4.5
Chair commented that the existing residents’ point of view was they did not want the work to be extended any longer than need be as they felt they were currently living on a building site.  GP explained that the site would always be there for development so Walker Group could allow permission to lapse and return 2 or 3 years down the line.  However, Walker Group did not have the commercial resources to run two or more sites at any one time.

4.6
It was noted that Councils had been reasonably understanding in the present downturn in allowing the extension of existing planning permission.

4.7
It was noted that there would be no affordable housing, only private housing, in the next batch of 50 houses.  That had been dealt with by Taylor Wimpey in the overall master plan with affordable housing.

4.8
Ms Sumnor asked whether it would be feasible to make a temporary play park and asked what was going to happen to the plot that was not going to be built on for some time.

4.9
GP advised that no planning authority could impose a rule that development must be started.  He confirmed that no money would be spent on landscaping out a development which would be built on in the future.  The land would be maintained and low maintenance carried out to prevent the site becoming an eyesore.  He understood the frustration of the residents of having a building site on their doorstep but explained in 2005 they would have expected 1000 houses to have been built had there not been a downturn. At the present time it was not feasible to build 50 houses with no possibility of selling them.

4.10
Chair thanked GP for his presentation which explained clearly what Walker Group wanted to do.  Anyone who wished to make comment on the proposals could do so.

4.11
GP explained that when planning application is made it was still possible for objections to be made.  The purpose of the public consultation was to hear the community’s views.
5.     Finance Report

5.1   JW reported that the bank balance was £38.39 with cash of £14.00 giving a current total of £52.39.   Grant for the current year had not yet been received.   It was agreed that any donation to the Poltonhall gala day would be on hold for the moment.

6.     Secretary’s Report

6.1
Midlothian Council had invited comment on the consultation document on the development of the Local Housing Strategy in Midlothian.  It was noted that the document ran to 83 pages so would not necessarily be easy to follow.
6.2
FW reminded the meeting of Newbattle Abbey College’s 2012 Celtic Festival being held on Saturday 19 May fro9m 11am – 6pm.

7.     Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1   Cllr IB said it would be a steep learning curve for him but he was keen to learn. He was in regular contact with Cllr Lisa Beattie on the formation of the new Council.  One of the things he wanted to see was a further extension of 20mph zones wherever residents wanted them.  The issue of speeding on Polton Road was a high priority for him as was the approach to Lasswade Bridge.  He also wanted to see the unfreezing of the Gourlaw Fund and had spoken to John Blair about it.  It had still to be discussed with the SNP Group on the Council.  He wanted it to be resolved within the next 3 months.

7.2   Cllr BC reported that the Celtic Festival was taking place on the same day as the Vogrie plant sale.  
7.3    Fiona Hyslop MSP would be attending the Ministerial opening of the Mavisbank project on the following Tuesday.

7.4
Cllr DM reported that First Bus Group was pulling out of Midlothian.  The 92 bus service would be withdrawn but had been negotiated that it would continue to run from Tesco to Woodburn only.  The 141/142 bus service would be taken over by Lothian Buses offering a half hourly service but would no longer go into Straiton retail park. Midlothian Council was talking to the bus companies to see what could be done.  The changes would take place in June.
Date of next meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 13 June 2012. 
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