POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 11 July 2012 

Present:  
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, S Waterston and D West

In Attendance:          Cllrs B Constable and D Milligan; Mrs and Mrs B Cunningham; Jackie Turnbull
Apologies:                J French; J Weir; Cllr I Baxter and PC I Hutchison 
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1     Chair reported a 3 year extended planning application had been made for 3 proposed stores, fitness centre and offices on the former bus station site in Dalkeith.     .

2.    Minutes of meeting of 13 June 2012 and Matters Arising

2.1    Item 6.3 – Litter bin at bus stop by De Quincy Path.  The problem of birds emptying the rubbish had been reported to Midlothian Council.  Matter in hand.

2.2
Item 6.4 – New Hopefield site.  Cllr DM had carried out an inspection with Midlothian transport and planning officials.  Racist and sexually explicit graffiti prevalent along the walkway had since been power washed.  New bins sited there had also been well used.  Would be a safe route for children.  Assurances were requested that it would be on the registers for grass cutting to ensure clear vision for children and snow clearing.  Midlothian Council officials would be looking into it. The new Hopefield School had also been visited. It offered good open space and natural daylight.

2.3     Item 6.5 – Shops at new Hopefield site.  While on site one of the planners volunteered that Taylor Wimpey might consider a small Metro type store.  So far there had been very little interest from retailers to move into the area.  Planners had to ensure that a Metro store would not damage the livelihood of local stores in Bonnyrigg.  Taylor Wimpey to put issue out to consultation in due course.  Cllr DM questioned the viability of putting shops at Hopefield as that had not worked well in other new developments.
2.4  The minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by AM.
3.    Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 11July 2012:

           Account as at 11 July                        Bank     305.56                      Cash     14.00

           Total Bank and Cash                                      319.56                  
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Nothing to report.
5.     Police Report

5.1      No Police report.
6.     Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1   Cllr BC reported that the flooding at Lasswade had been very bad.  The gullies in Poltonbank had previously been cleared but still flooded during the bad weather.

6.2    Cllr DM referred to the offender recently released back into the community.  Midlothian Council had no choice but to house him in the area.  The high profile given to the case by a national newspaper caused more problems.  The offender should have been managed back in the community but demonstrators opposite the house looked to be there for the long haul.  He felt that the Scottish Government Justice Minister should be looking for a solution.

6.3.    Cllr DM spoke to local residents concerning the recent flooding to gauge how well Midlothian Council had dealt with it.  There had been a mixed response.  The new restaurant had to shut but had since re-opened while the river breached its banks by 3 School Green. It was understood that the water did not get into any of the houses.  Midlothian Council had put in boom barriers.

6.4
Cllr DM reported that there had been one Special Meeting of Midlothian Council.  Cllr Beattie was no longer Leader of the Council.  It had also been agreed that the Deputy Leader should also stand down the same day.  Cllr Bob Constable had been elected as the new Council Leader and Cllr Ewan Thomas as the Deputy.

 7.    Local Issues

7.1    None

8.     Any Other Business
8.1    It was noted that Sestran Joint Committee Report would be submitted to Scottish Government Ministers for approval.
 Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12 September 2012. 
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