POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 13 November 2013 

Present:            
 Fuller (Chair), J French, M Fuller, A Munro, J Weir and F Warner,                   

In Attendance       Cllr I Baxter, Mr Cunningham, PC K Eccles and A Thompson
Apologies             Cllrs B Constable and D Milligan, S Blain, S Mullen, A Waterston, 

                         D West, Mrs Cunningham and PC I Hutchison                         

1.
Chair’s Remarks.

1.1
Chair mentioned that Sandy Waterston had had a heart attack but was now back home and hopes to rejoin the Committee when he has fully recovered.      A get well card had been sent to Sandy on behalf of PDCC.

 1.2
It was agreed that Alison Thompson would join the Committee on a co-opted basis until the AGM in 2014.

 1.3
Chair asked if any Committee members had access to photocopying facilities and they were no longer available to him.  JF kindly agreed to provide copies of the minutes and agenda for distribution at future meetings.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 9 October and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 1.1   Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights.  A cheque was given to Cllr DM and a receipt received.
2.2
Item 1.2   Services of Remembrance.  FW attended the Service in Lasswade together with KF and MF.  KF attended the afternoon Service in Polton Village where the Police were in attendance.  However the traffic was not stopped during the 2 minute silence.  It was agreed to refer the issue to Cllr BC.                                     Action: KF

2.3
Item 1.3   Waste facilities at Polton Mill.   This matter was now resolved.  AM reported that 8 black bags had been lying outside the clothing recycling bin for over a week but had now been removed.  A similar problem had occurred by the clothing recycling bins in King George V Park were 3 bags had been left.   Cllr IB asked for any similar issues arising in the future be referred to him.
2.4
Item 2.1   Neighbourhood Planning Group.  A questionnaire had now been devised and would be issued to all households in Bonnyrigg, Lasswade and Poltonhall.  A copy of the Police Scotland questionnaire was tabled asking for information on derelict buildings etc.   AM reported that the former Staiside Inn was apparently due for demolition in December.  

2.5
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JF and seconded by AM.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 13 November 2013:

 Bank                                    Cash
                                                    
    296.46                                 14.00
Bank Interest                    
       0.03

Expenditure 

Donation to                         

  200.00

            Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights 

            Refreshments                                                                           4.61
            Account as at 13.11.13                  96.50        

   9.79

Total Bank & Cash                       106.29 

4.         Secretary’s Report

4.1
FW advised she had attended the official opening by the First Minister of the new Lasswade High School on 30 October.   FM was full of praise for the new school and extended an invitation to the school orchestra and choir to perform at a future date in the Great Hall at Edinburgh Castle.  
4.2
Copies of the latest Borders Railway Newsletter were tabled.  Work was still on target and trains were still expected to run in late 2015.
5. 
Police Report

Crime Statistics Bonnyrigg & Lasswade – October 2013
Total Crimes Recorded: 44
Total Crimes Solved:  22
                                      50% solvency    This YTD 41.03%   Last YTD 41.46 %

October breakdown as follows

             Received

Solved
Violent Crime



                               3
               
     1 

Sexual Crime



                  
       1

      
     0


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                             17  
      
                 6    

Vandalism



                               9
       

     2
      

Other Crime


   
       
                 14 

               13
There were 281calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of October.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
· On 4 October a 38 year old male was stopped and searched whilst in Polton Street, Bonnyrigg.  It was alleged that he was found to be in possession of cannabis and was now subject of a police report to the Procurator Fiscal outlining the circumstances.

· On 5 October a 34 year old female from Easthouses was alleged to have stolen in excess of £200 of goods from the Spar, Bonnyrigg.  As a result of enquiries and also catching her 15 year old son stealing from the same shop on 14 October they were now subject of a report to the Procurator Fiscal.

· About 5pm on Monday 7 October at an address in Seaforth Terrace it was alleged that a 14 year old male threw a stone and smashed a conservatory window, before running off.  Police were following a positive line of enquiry.
· About 5pm on Saturday 12 October a 27 year old male was stopped and searched whilst in Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg.  It was alleged that he was found in possession of a controlled substance and associated paraphernalia and was now subject of a police report to the Procurator Fiscal outlining the circumstances.

· On 13 October officers were called to 3 vehicles parked dangerously near to Our Lady of Consolation Church, Eskdale Drive.  As a result of enquiries the owners were traced and charged with relevant driving offences.  Throughout the month a 35 year old male motorist has been charged with driving without an MOT, a 35 year old female issued with a Formal Warning for Anti Social driving and an 18 year male reported for driving without insurance.

· After 4pm on Friday 25 October and before 8am on Monday 28 October persons unknown removed 7 metres X 4 metres of Astro Turf from the side of the new Lasswade High School.  The estimated value of the theft was £350.
· A 15 year old male was reported after allegedly throwing eggs at a resident’s house in Eldindean Road.
· Just before 8am on Monday 28 October at Dalhousie Newsagents the 41 year old shopkeeper was working alone within the shop when a male entered the store and presented what appeared to be a handgun.  The shopkeeper refused to hand over any money and following a struggle, the shopkeeper sustained minor injury after being struck to the face.  The male suspect then made off, empty handed.  He was only described as white, wearing a faded black top and blue jeans.  CID was still carrying out enquiries and reassurance patrols and house to house enquiries were being undertaken. 
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station. Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@policescotland) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/policescotland).  Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk. or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  PC 3912 Ian Hutchison, PC 5598 Gillian Taylor or PC 11372 Sue Akers Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell
E-mail  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk     Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

6.
Midlothian Councillor’s Report
6.1
Cllr IB reported that he and Cllrs BC and DM had met with Openreach to discuss broadband roll out at Hopefield.  He was pessimistic of them getting to include Hopefield in the current programme.  There was a possibility Hopefield could be included in the step change programme but the Scottish Government wanted to spread it geographically rather than on the number of users.  Cllr IB was unsure whether he could influence the outcome would continue to press for Hopefield.   The good news was that roll out was happening in Bonnyrigg with 2 cabinets enabled at the week-end including one at Sherwood.  Once enabled users would receive a phone call from their broadband provider about installing the infrastructure and the provision of a new router at a cost of around and additional £15 per month.

6.2
Nothing further was happening around the issue of 20mph zones.   It was noted that Council officials were unwilling to carry out any further work on Polton Road unless all 3 local Councillors were on board however Cllrs BC and DM were against it.

6.3
There was a discussion on the difficulty of getting a Doctor’s appointment.  Cllr IB commented that there were different methods of making appointments at each of the surgeries at Bonnyrigg Health Centre.  The main pressure was on demographics with more older people needing support. 
6.4
It was noted that the pavilion behind the Staiside garden was being taken over by Lasswade High School.   Cllr IB was still pushing for allotments in Midlothian and was trying to secure a small piece of land at the back of the former Hopefield Primary School as the only Council ones available at the present time were in Penicuik.

6.5
During a walkabout it was noted that young children could still crawl underneath the subs pond at Andy Kelly View. 

6.6
KF asked about the latest position on the provision of a skate park in Bonnyrigg. Cllr IB undertook to find out what was happening and report back.   

                                                                                                               Action: Cllr IB                                                   
7. 
AOB

7.1
Chair asked whether anyone was willing to represent PDCC on the Fairtrade Town Group.  Cllr IB commented that Bonnyrigg was likely to lose Fairtrade Town status this year.  Only schools had come on board.  The Group had not met for 6 months and Cllr IB said he would like all organisations from Bonnyrigg to get together but there was a need for a good number of people to come forward.  
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11 December 2013.
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