POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 13th March 2013 

Present:   
      
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A. Munro, J. Turnbull & A. Waterston.
In Attendance:
Councillors I. Baxter, R. Constable & D. Milligan, P.C. I. Hutchison,

Mr B. Miller & two members of the public petitioning for the Polton Road West Puffin crossing.
Apologies:
       
F Warner, J French, J. Weir & D, West
1.
Chair’s Remarks.

1.1
The Chair welcomed those attending, commenting on decision whether to cancel the meeting due to the recent adverse weather.
1.2
The Chair warned that as there was nobody available to take the Minutes they would need to be produced from memory and thus would be considerably abbreviate. 
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 13th February 2013 and Matters Arising

2.1
KF reported that items 7.3 and 7.4 marked for the attention of FW had been carried out.
2.3
The Minutes were approved. Proposed by AM and seconded by AW.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
The Treasurer had advised, with his apologies, that the finances were unchanged from the previous month, viz -

B/F

Bank
£54.28

Cash
£14.00

Expenditure

£ Nil.


£ Nil.

Balance

£54.28


£14.00

Total
£68.28
4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1
With the Secretary being absent there was nothing to report this month.
5.
Police Report

5.1 PC Ian Hutchison presented his report –
Crime Statistics – February 2013

Beat Area BD01 – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade

Total Crimes Recorded: 29
Total Crimes Solved:  13
44.83 % solvency

This YTD 42.28%
 Last YTD 43.31 %

February break down as follows

Received

Solved

Violent Crime




3
                       
      3

Sexual Crime



       1

      
      2


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
      10   
      
      3      

Vandalism



      
      12
       

      3
      

Other Crime


   
       
       3 


      2

· There have been 236 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of February.

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
· Between 1330hrs and 1445hrs on 02/02/13 a 4-year-old male left his Poltonhall address with no socks and no jacket, he walked approximately 1/2 a mile crossing two roads before getting on a number 31 bus in the High Street with a large group of children. A family noted that he was on his own and called police. The child was not able to provide police with any details. As a result of police enquiries the child was returned home and a report outlining the circumstances has been submitted.

· On the 3rd February Officers from Roads Policing carried out a speed check in Rosewell Road. The highest speed recorded was 37mph. 2 drivers were made aware of defective lights.

· On the 7th and 19th February Officers from Roads Policing carried out a speed check on the Distributor Road, B6392. The highest speed recorded was 52mph. 2 drivers have been reported for speeding.

· On the 8th and 12th February 2 females had their cars seized after enquiries revealed they did not have a valid Insurance Certificate. In addition neither vehicle had a valid Road Tax, one driver had an expired Driving Licence and 2 bald tyres.  

· About 1045hrs on 11/02/2013 an 18-year-old male was, without provocation or warning punched to his face whilst he was walking to the shop in Eskdale Drive. Officers attended in the area and identified witnesses before attending and detaining an 18yr old male who has since been reported for alleged Serious Assault. Whilst officers were dealing with the suspect they identified a possible stolen bike lying in his back garden. This bike is now part of a separate enquiry

· About 1800hrs on 14/2/13 a 15-year-old male allegedly threw a stone and smashed a window of a house in Park Crescent, Bonnyrigg. The householder chased both the male and his girlfriend from the locus. A short time later a call was made by the female claiming to be frightened after being chased by an unidentified male. Enquiries later identified said male as the irate householder and the 15-year-old male has been reported for consideration for prosecution.

· About 1825hrs on 18th February 2 males believed to be between 13-14yrs of age threw an object and smashed the living room window of a house in Hawthornden Avenue. The males made off from locus but are described as both white aged 13-14.  No 1 was thin build wearing a grey hoodie, black joggers and ADIDAS High Tops with white stripes. No 2 is described as medium build wearing black joggers and white Allstar Converse Trainers.

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Officer or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

PC 3912E Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers

Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

E-mail  EDivCBOPKGroup@lbp.pnn.police.uk

   Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or                    

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

6.
Midlothian Councillors Report

6.1 All three Councillors reported on recent discussions that had taken place with other     

organisations, including the Hawthornden Parents association regarding the roofing at the school, and with the Police and the proposal to locate the Headquarters for the Lothians in Dalkeith. Notice was given of an exhibition of the proposed restoration of Mavisbank House in the Loanhead library from 15th to 22nd March 2013
7.         Local Issues

7.1
At the request of the janitor KF asked about the installation of the skatepark in King  

George Park Bonnyrigg as it was estimated that the work would start in February at    one point. The funding has been passed by Midlothian Council it was believed that the £80K matching funding was still awaited from Sport Scotland.   Clr. DM to chase.
7.2       KF reported that there had been complaints of litter in the Cameron Crescent estate    

and around the waste bins at Polton Mill. It was requested that the litter patrol be    changed to a Thursday just after the waste bins are emptied rather than the day before.                                                                                                Clr. DM to chase.
7.3      Complaints had also been made about the overflowing waste bin at weekends sited   

at the bus stop at De Quincey Path. As the latter was used as a dog poo bin it was a   health hazard. Could the bin be emptied more often and also be changed for a larger one when the Council waste bin survey is carried out?                     Clr. DM to chase.
7.4       The road surface on Polton Road was reported to be losing its surface in patches      

             from the second chicane up to the junction at Lasswade                 Clr. DM to report.

7.5      The proposed puffin crossing on Polton Road West was discussed and IB advised  

that a survey of all the local points where crossing had been requested would take place in the next few weeks. The Gourlaw Sub-Committee would then decide what priority would be given and how much of the existing fund would be expended on crossings. It was hoped that there would be an equal level of survey at each point.

7.6       Regarding the Staiside site development the proposal shown of the Web was still   
‘Under Consideration’. As there had been an objection by the Community Council    the application would go before the Council Planning Committee, possibly in a few weeks time depending upon the Planning Department workload. Interested parties would be notified when the date is known.
8. 
AOB.
8.1
It was noted that Neil Williams Haulage heavy vehicles were once again using Polton Road rather than the required route. This would add to the breaking up of the road surface reported above.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th April 2013
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