POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 8 May 2013 

Present:   
            K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, J Weir, D West and 
                                   A Waterston

In Attendance:
Cllrs I Baxter, D Milligan & R Constable, Mr & Mrs Cunningham,                             
                                    S Blain, S Mullen and H Stephenson

Apologies:
       
J French, J Turnbull and PC I Hutchison 
1.
Chair’s Remarks.

1.1
Chair welcomed Heather Stephenson from Poltonhall Gala day Committee and Steve Blain and Simon Mullen who both expressed an interest in becoming members of PDCC. They could be co-opted on to the Council and then elected at the next AGM in 2014.  
2.
Minutes of AGM held on 10 April 2013 and Matters Arising
2.1
The Minutes were approved. Proposed by JW and seconded by DW.
3.
Minutes of Meeting held on 10 April 2013 and Matters Arising

3.1
Item 4.1   Representative would be attending August PDCC meeting.

3.2
Item 6.1 Line 2 - amend “May 2013” to read “31 August 2013”.   Line 5 – amend “at 

            rear of Mayshade” to read “other side of distributor road”

3.3
The Minutes were approved. Proposed by AW and seconded by JW.
4.
Poltonhall Gala Day
4.1
HS reported that arrangements for the Gala Day were progressing well.  There were now 12 committee members.  The Gala Day would be held at the back of the Lasswade High School centre on Sunday 2 June.  All the local schools would be involved with inter-school sports tournaments taking place the week before.  Good sponsorship was being received from local businesses.  PDCC agreed to give a £200 donation.  
4.2
Cllrs were asked if it would be possible to continue using the venue following the demolition of the main school.  Cllr DM said he would support its further use and did not anticipate it being a problem.  

5.
Finance Report
5.1
The Accounts for 2012-13 had now been audited with thanks to Cllr BC.  Application for the 2013 grant had been made and payment was awaited.


Balances


Into Bank   543.63     Cheques issued   489.35      Cash   14.00
 Cash Spent  0.00

 Balances as at 12 April 2013
            Bank     54.28
           Cash   14.00
          
 Total Bank and Cash £68.28
6.
Secretary’s Report

4.1      
Correspondence had been received from Midlothian Council about the Local Development Plan.   To kick start the public consultation process PDCC was invited to send one or two members to one of the information workshops being held at the Council Chambers on 15 and 16 May.   DW and FW agreed to attend on 15 May.                   

7.
Police Report

             Crime Statistics – April 2013  Bonnyrigg & Lasswade

Total Crimes Recorded: 45
Total Crimes Solved:  13
28.89 % solvency

                                                           This YTD 28.89          Last YTD 50 %

April break down as follows


Received

Solved

Violent Crime




2
                       
      0

Sexual Crime




       1

      
      1


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                  21   
      
      2      

Vandalism



      
      17
       

      5
      

Other Crime


   
       
       4 


      5

· There were 283 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of

April.   As part of ‘Campaign Against Violence’ around 460 officers in non-public facing roles would be involved in patrols over the weekend and would be deployed to reduce violence, disorder and anti social behaviour across the country.   Please note that the new 101 phone number for non-emergency police calls have a one-off cost of 15p!
     
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

· About 7pm on Wednesday 3 April 5 youths were seen in the rear garden of a house in Cameron Crescent setting fires. Minimum damage was caused to the shed as neighbours managed to extinguish the flames. Enquiries later identified the youths responsible and the circumstances have been reported. The oldest youth in the group was 8yrs!

· Between 2100 hours and 0715 hours on Thursday 4 April the complainer of an address in Sherwood Place found that persons unknown had removed the padlock from her shed and stolen two pedal cycles, two children’s scooters, a hedge trimmer and miscellaneous outdoor clothing. (Both bikes were later recovered in Sherwood Court). A search of the immediate area recovered 2 different bikes from the ones stolen. These bikes have yet to be reported missing!

· Between similar times 2 sheds in Leyden Park had their padlocks removed and 2 bikes stolen from within. One of the bikes was recovered on the old railway at Eldindean.
· Between 28 March and 4 April three wooden garages in Sherwood Terrace had their padlocks removed and entry was gained. Nothing was apparently stolen at that time.

· Between 1200hrs on 6 April and 0700hrs on 10 April persons unknown removed the hasp by taking out the screws of a garden shed of an address in Royal Scots Place. Once in the shed they stole a red Mountain bike.   Police still have in their possession 1 black X Rated Mountain Bike!

Easy things that can be done to prevent/deter theft from sheds include fitting a cheap and cheerful shed Alarm (£10 from police, possibly cheaper on Wednesdays at B&Q if you take an old person to get their discount!). Using a bike chain secure your lawnmower/bike to a permanent fixture or something that makes it awkward to carry. Cover any clear glass with netting or similar to obstruct their view. Fit CCTV, either false or real and advertise the fact that you have CCTV (£5 for fake cameras).  Round off screws or replace existing screws with bolts or similar. 

· About 0400hrs on Thursday 11 April the occupants of an address in Cockpen View were wakened by their dog acting strangely. On checking the house they found their rear door open and various items of property taken from the house, including a laptop and two purses. It is believed that the occupants left the door unlocked allowing an unknown person to enter and steal. A member of the public later handed in one of the purses.

· At some time between 12 and 14 April persons unknown threw a stone and smashed the outer pane of a double glazed window of an address in Dalhousie Gardens.

· Prior to 0500hrs on Tuesday 30 April persons unknown stole a black T-MEC Motorbike from the driveway of a house in Stevenson Place, Lasswade. The complainer was at Lasswade Rugby club approx 1915hrs same date when his bike was seen on roadway being driven towards Rosewell. Rider was wearing grey hoodie and black beanie hat, face not seen. 

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed    any        other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station. PC 3912 Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers, Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell 

email LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

            Tel: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

8.
Midlothian Councillors Report

8.1
Cllr IB commented on the water on the cycle walk and advised Scottish Water had been contacted due to a burst water main which had now been fixed.  Gourlaw had stopped producing so no money was going into the Fund and it was unlikely any would in the near future due to Scottish Coal going into liquidation and mothballing all sites. Cllr BC referred to the work needed on the work at the rear of Skeltiemuir.  It was estimated to cost £96,000 but no money was available.  Mavisbank Trust had meetings with Historic Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund.  An application was made for £3.2m which would be determined by 21 May 2013.  Cllr BC keen to see the grounds opened up to the public.  It was reported the new Lasswade High School Centre (LHSC) would be opened on 1 July 2013. 

8.2
AW referred to the £5m Government payment to put gas into houses and asked if any of it had been allocated to Midlothian. Cllr BC had contacted John Blair but was advised no money was left.  He undertook to find out where the money had been spent.                                                                                                   Action: Cllr BC  
8.3
JW asked about the criteria for the allocation of affordable housing and commented that for those in the housing by the Rugby Club it had been that they look after the property.  It was noted that one house there had put a mattress in the garden which had now been there for 6 months.  He asked if the Council carried out any inspection of the properties.   Cllr DM reported that the 1st year inspection was the responsibility of Taylor Wimpey but he undertook to ask for an inspection by Midlothian Council and the tenant be told to remove the mattress.
8.4
Cllr DM referred to a meeting with the Chief Executive about the buildings to be closed following the opening of the LHSC.  There were issues about several proposals for the Leisure Centre in King George V Park however no credible business plans had been made.  The property could revert back to playing fields. Any change from sports use would need Fields in Trust (formerly Playing Fields Assocation) approval but was unlikely to be given.  It was agreed that the buildings in question would be sold off and money generated put to community use at the new LHSC.  It was noted that the existing public halls in Lothian Street could become a mosque.  
8.5
Council officials were looking at the bus stop serving the school and the new campus. The idea was so have a stop closer to the LHSC.  The 2 existing Pelican Crossings would not need to be moved.  Officials had not yet looked at re-routing either the 31 bus or introducing a more frequent service on the 49.
8.6
Ricky Moffat had been contacted about introducing a filter on the traffic lights at Bonnyrigg Toll otherwise once LHSC opened traffic would increase on Park Road.  Cllr DM would email the Chief Executive about all the work required to be carried out.                                                                                                       Action: Cllr DM  
8.7
Cllr DM referred to the proposals for housing at the back of Cockpen Church and Sherwood Industrial Estate. The preferred area was at the back of Hopefield and at the Rugby Club but he would not support because of the lack of public transport. There needed to be planned public transport improvements in that area or else a massive contribution to development grant for improved public transport.

8.8
KF commented that if the developments were toward Rosewell there was a danger of coalescing with Rosewell.  Cllr BC advised that Cala Homes had lodged an application for development of the ground opposite the Community Hospital.  

9.         Local Issues
9.1
It was noted new street light poles had been put in by the former Staiside Inn site but   
they would have to be removed if the proposals for the site were approved. Further drawings for the site had been submitted and the planning application was still pending.   
9.2
Cllr DM reported on rumours circulating at Poltonhall, none of which were true, that the Staiside Inn’s owner had bought the garages at Eskdale Drive and the Community Centre in collaboration with local Cllrs. 
9.3
Cllr IB advised that if money for the Puffin Crossing on Polton Road West was in the Scottish Coal account then it would be lost.  He undertook to email John Blair to find out the position.                                                                                     Action: Cllr IB
10. 
AOB
10.1
It was agreed to give a £25 donation to the Esk Valley Trust.
10.2
KF asked about progress on skatepark and was advised that Sportscotland had made a number of queries on the proposal but now seem to be satisfied and it was hoped work would begin in the near future.

10.3

DW asked about the future of the bowling green and when the new one at Hopefield would be developed.  Cllr BC undertook to find out.                            Action:  Cllr BC
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12 June 2013
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