POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 11 September 2013 

Present:                   K Fuller (Chair), S Blain, J French, M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner,  

                                 A Waterston, J Weir and D West.                    
In Attendance:       Cllrs I Baxter, Mr & Mrs Cunningham, PC I Hutchison, S Mullen
                                and Alison Thompson
Apologies:              D West 

1.
Chair’s Remarks.

1.1
Chair welcomed Simon Mullen and Alison Thompson who both intimated they would like to become members of PDCC and they were duly invited to join.

1.2 
The first meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning Group (NPG) met on 4 September.  There was discussion on the future of the leisure centre and the need for a quick decision.  It was noted it was planned that the Hub at Lasswade High School would be for all social events but due to cut backs the centre was not open in the evenings.  The principle for using the Hub as a meeting point was therefore not working. As regards the leisure centre, if groups came up with a business plan then it could be kept open.  However it could not be used by commercial sports organisations.  Cllr IB reported that Bonnyrigg Centre Initiative had no firm ideas for use but there had been much interest from local clubs.  Bonnyrigg & Sherwood Development Trust had produced a revised proposal – the front part of the building to be used by a commercial organisation.  Any commercial organisation would be liable to commercial rates.  The building had to be used for community activities.  KF advised that the NPG agreed to put together a questionnaire giving the public the opportunity to express their views on their priorities for the leisure centre.  The next meeting of the NPG would be held on 25 September.
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 August and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 5.2     Mrs Cunningham suggested that if Midlothian Council reinstated the pavement the problem would be solved.  Cllr IB said he was totally opposed to that.  As a cyclist he said it was much safer.
2.2       The Minutes were approved. Proposed by AM and seconded by SB.
3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 11 September 2013:

                                                                   Bank                            Cash

         296.46                         14.00

Total Bank & Cash                          310.46 
4.
Secretary’s Report.   Nothing to report.
5.
Police Report
5.1      Crime Statistics – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade August 2013 
    Total Crimes Recorded: 42
Total Crimes Solved:  13
30.95 % solvency

This YTD 37.82%
 Last YTD 43.98 %

August break down as follows

Received

Solved

Violent Crime




2
                       
     1 

Sexual Crime




       2

      
     2


Crimes of Dishonesty

     
                  17  
      
     2    

Vandalism



      
      14
       

     1
      

Other Crime


   
       
       7 


     7

· There have been 332 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of August.

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
· Between 1700hrs on 5th August and 0730hrs on 6th August persons unknown made a foot long scratch on the driver’s side door, running from the handle toward the front of the door of a car whilst it was parked unattended in the car park at Chester Court, Bonnyrigg. Estimated the cost of repair between £300-£500.

· Between 2030hrs, 8/8/13 and 0830hrs 09/8/13 persons unknown entered the following three insecure vehicles and stole property whilst they were parked up outside the keeper’s address.

Silver BMW Estate parked in Viewbank Road, Bonnyrigg – PROPERTY STOLEN - A brown Leather Wallet, 2 bankcards and a Drivers Licence. Wallet recovered minus bankcards.

Silver Honda parked in Eldindean Place, Bonnyrigg – PROPERTY STOLEN - A grey Sat Nav made by NavMan and £5 in loose change.

Silver Audi A4 parked in Viewbank Drive, Bonnyrigg – PROPERTY STOLEN - A TomTom Sat Nav, 2 keys and a Fuel Card.

· At some point between 2330hrs and 0640hrs on 13th August persons gained entry to a garage in Brixwold Drive and stole a black and red Trials Bike and two bike helmets whilst leaving behind a Harley Davidson bike!

On 17th August the bike was seen on Gumtree, advertised by a legitimate seller in Ayrshire. (He had swapped another bike for the stolen bike.)

The stolen bike has been recovered and police are following a positive line of enquiries that include sending pictures of suspects through to Cumnock Police.

· In response to complaints of Anti Social driving, Roads Policing Officers have been giving the Hopefield Meadows area regular attention. On the 10th August a 20yr old male was stopped after driving at speeds in excess of 60mph towards Rosewell. He was charged with Dangerous Driving and issued an ASBO warning on both him and his vehicle. He will also put forward for the Driver Improvement Scheme.
· On the 15th August a 25yr old driver of a Ford Fiesta driving in Poltonhall at excessive speeds with an altered exhaust increasing the volume was stopped and issued with an ASBO warning. Whilst the 21yr old rider of a motorbike was stopped in Dobbies Road and issued with an ASBO warning plus 2 non endorsable minor traffic offence tickets.

· On the 16th August a 36 yr-old female was reported for driving her car dangerously and in excessive speeds in Pendreich Avenue, Bonnyrigg 

· Throughout the month 3 vehicles have been seized due to having no Insurance. The drivers have been issued with a fine and 6 penalty points, 1 driver charged for no MOT certificate, 7 vehicle occupants charged with not wearing their seatbelt.

· About 10am on 13/08/2013 Midlothian Council employees were working within the park cutting the hedges that back onto Dobbies Road. At this time several items of their equipment were lying on the grass nearby. A youth only described as being 5'10" stocky build wearing a light blue hoody with hood up, lifted a hedge cutter lying and ran off through back gardens of 78/80 Dobbies Road.  He was then seen by resident in Dobbies Road to get on a pedal cycle and made off along Dobbies Road towards Polton Street. Item stolen is large petrol STIHL hedge cutter, 2' bladed. 

· About 1320hrs on 13th August it is reported that whilst in Bonnyrigg High Street an 18yr old male approached a member of his family and began to shout, swear and threaten violence towards him. It is also alleged that this male spat in the complainers face on two occasions. A short time later the family member got into the passenger side of a nearby car before the 18 yr old allegedly kicked the car and then started fighting with the driver. This male was arrested and the circumstances have been reported.

· In response to last month’s meeting I attended and spoke with Ms Chaudhry, the licensee of the Newsagents in Dalhousie Place. I made her aware of the residents’ displeasure at the new name of ‘Booze and News’. In response she has had Booze covered up and will be renaming the shop ‘Dalhousie News.’ I have submitted a Licensed Premises memo showing the positive and responsible response from Ms Chaudhry.
5.2        Information on Bogus Caller Initiative was given (see attached).

5.3
Stop checks were being carried out on a daily basis and £100 fine given for not using a seat belt and 3 penalty points plus a £100 fine for using a mobile phone while driving.
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station. PC 3912 Ian Hutchison or PC 11372 Sue Akers Community Officers Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 0131 663 9221 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
6.
Midlothian Councillor’s Report

6.1
Cllr IB reported that Cabinet had decided not to introduce 20mph zones through Lasswade.  Seemed there was a need for 2 additional road humps on Polton Road.  He had asked for costings and the need for consultation.  Still awaiting a decision.

6.2
There had not been much response to the Model Scheme for Community Councils.  All community councils would have to respond.  All CCs will have to join the scheme. 
6.3
Cllrs IB and DM met with representatives of OpenReach to discuss broadband roll out. Not happy that Hopefield had been missed out.  Discussed at some length with officials that when the next step change programme kicked in then 90% of households would be covered but not until 2017.  
6.4
There would be a tenant led walkabout the following week.  Any issues to be advised to Cllr IB.
6.5
JF asked if there were any plans for the former Hopefield Primary School site.  Cllr IB was keen for allotments in Midlothian with raised beds being more appropriate and up to date. He asked John Blair to note the proposal before a decision on building social housing on the site was taken.   
6.6
KF got the impression at the NPG meeting that there was opposition to Poltonhall having a community hub and that there had been reluctance to move services form Bonnyrigg.  Cllr IB commented that he did not believe the majority of people were against it.    JW said there had been complaints about the number of classes available.  Demand was outstripping staffing available.  PC Hutchison reported that while the drop off lay-by at the hub was for 12 minutes only there should be considerable spaces available once the car park was extended.
7. 
AOB

7.1
Tesco Express had submitted an application for one of the retail units at the former Staiside Inn site.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 October 2013. 
Bogus Callers
What is a bogus caller?

These are people who use distraction techniques to preoccupy a victim and steal from their home. This could be someone asking to use the bathroom or telephone or for a drink of water. Whilst the occupier's back is turned, the thief will steal whatever they can find. Bogus callers may also pretend to be a utility worker or tradesman to gain access to a property. 

Bogus Worker 

Bogus Workmen are different from bogus callers as they will carry out general maintenance work which is often shoddy or not completed. They will then charge an excessive amount for the work carried out. Another tactic used, is to ask for the money up front under the pretence of purchasing building materials. After the money is received they will not return to the premises and the work is left undone. 

How can you spot a bogus caller?  

Representatives from genuine companies should arrange an appointment with you before calling at your door. If you are in on your own, ask them to come back at a time when you have someone with you. Genuine company representatives will not have a problem with this. 

Bogus callers are very sophisticated and are very skilled at deception. They will use a number of ways to try and gain entry to your home to steal and trick you out of money. 

As well as workmen or sales people, bogus callers can also pretend to be someone in need of help. If somebody calls at your door looking for help, be careful as they may not be genuine. If you’re vulnerable or you live alone don’t let them into your home. 

Bogus phone calls 

Bogus callers can also make contact with you by phone. The caller might pretend to be from your bank and ask for personal information such as bank details, or they might be someone offering you a deal or a prize. 

Remember: 

Don’t give out any personal information unless you are the one who made the call and you are certain of the identity of the caller. 

Never send money to anyone who claims to have a prize for you. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 

Don’t give out your credit card or bank card details to strangers on the telephone. 

How can you stop bogus callers? 

Follow these simple steps: 

· Use the door viewer when answering the door. 

· Check identification badges of anyone calling at your door. 

· If you don’t know the person who is calling, and you’re not expecting them, don’t let them in. 

· If you have a password with a company make sure the caller uses it. 

· Never let people try to persuade you to let them into your home. If someone is persistent, ask them to call at another time and arrange for a friend or family member to be with you. 

· Never agree to pay for goods or give money to strangers who arrive at your door. 

· Don’t keep large amounts of money in your home. 

· If the person refuses to leave your door, dial 999 and ask for the police. 

· Remember, it’s your home. There’s no reason why anyone should ever enter your home against your wishes. 

· Keep the caller out of your house or ask them to leave and call the police immediately. You might also want to try to alert a family member or attract a neighbour’s attention but you should always contact the police first by dialling 999. 

The police would much rather attend a false alarm as have someone fall victim to a bogus caller.

Help protect your family and friends from bogus callers.

If you have vulnerable family, friends or neighbours, there are things you can do to help protect them against bogus callers. 

Everyone has a part to play, whether it is keeping an eye out for a strange van in your elderly neighbour's driveway or making sure your mum or dad aren’t regularly taking large amounts of cash out of the bank. Bogus callers will often target the same victim more than once so the earlier the police are informed the better. Friends and family of vulnerable householders should also discuss the advice on this page with them and remember: 

· Not everyone is who they appear to be. 

· Keep bogus callers out of your home. 

· For more information on doorstep crime or assistance regarding home security contact your local Community Policing Team. 

· You can help us keep your family, friends and neighbours safe by passing on this advice. 
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