POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 OCTOBER 2014
Present:
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, J French, A Munro, S Waterston,

J Weir, D West and F Warner
In Attendance:
Cllrs I Baxter and D Milligan, PC Martin Doyle, Louise Gough &




Danni Jack, BrightSparks and Mr & Mrs Cunningham

Apologies:
Cllr B Constable, PC I Hutchison, S Blain, S Mullen and

                                   A Thomson
1. Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair welcomed Louise Gough and Danni Jack from BrightSparks and PC Martin Doyle to the meeting.

2. Minutes of Meeting of 10 September 2014 and Matters Arising

2.1
The Minutes were approved by JW and seconded by SW.
3. Finance Report

3.1
The statement of accounts as at 8 October 2014:






Bank


Cash
B/F



315.71


9.79
Expenditure


Nil


Nil

Total



315.71

            9.79
Total Bank & Cash                 325.50

3.2 
      Chair attended a meeting on 22 September, along with JW and FW, to hear about Midlothian Council Small Grant Fund for voluntary bodies.  It would be necessary to renew the PDCC Standing Orders and Constitution.  There was no difficulty adapting to the new requirements however concern was expressed regarding the extremely short timescale of noon on 24 September for submitting a 2015/16 funding application.  
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Midlothian Council advised that crocus and daffodil bulbs were available for a community planting that could bring a bit of colour to the neighbourhood next spring. The bulbs were available on a first come first served basis and the offer was taken up almost immediately by a neighbouring Community Council.  Maybe next year!

5.  
Police Report

 Crime Statistics – September 2014     Bonnyrigg & Lasswade
Total Crimes Recorded: 29    Total Crimes Solved: 12
 41.38 % solvency    

YTD 226 crimes with 71 solved 31.42%
 Last YTD 267 crimes with 106 solved 39.70 %

September break down as follows             Received            Solved

Violent Crime



              0


   0

Sexual Crime



              1

   0

Crimes of Dishonesty



 16
          
   7 

   

Vandalism




  8 
         
   0           

Other Crime




  4

   5

                   

     
   

There have been 209 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of September       

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

·  In a twenty minute period after 0045hrs on Tuesday 2 September MDC Fleet Services, High Street was entered by a male described as being white, slim build, aged 18-22yrs with short fair hair and wearing overalls. He climbed over the wall adjacent to the Co-op car park and entered 2 mini buses by unknown means and then smashed the window of a third van before stealing wheels and tyres. CCTV images have been seized and a large white van was seen leaving the area of the theft. Enquiries were ongoing.

· Sometime after 8.30am on 2 September and before 8.30am on Wednesday 3 September 10 goldfish were stolen from a pond at the rear garden of property in Eskdale Terrace. 

· About 11am on Wednesday 10 September a 16-year-old male made off from Police at the skate park in King George V Park. Following a short foot chase into Dobbies Road the male was detained and searched. Herbal cannabis was recovered on his person and he is now subject of a police report.

· About 9pm on Thursday 11 September 3 teenagers at the skate park were detained and searched on suspicion of drug abuse. Herbal Cannabis was recovered and 2 males are subject of a police report.

· During the night of Monday 22 September 2 garages in the following areas had the padlocks forcibly removed, no entry was gained. (Sherwood Terrace and Chestnut Grove).
· About 7.10pm on Monday 22 September an apparently abandoned caravan kept outside an address in Andy Kelly View was deliberately set alight. The caravan was full of rubbish and was to be disposed of by its owner. The fire services were called and extinguished the fire. Enquiries ongoing. 

· About 12.20pm on 23 September Roads Policing officers in Polton Terrace seized a vehicle after it was identified as not having a valid certificate of insurance. Driving without insurance could result in the driver being issued with the minimum of a Fixed Penalty Ticket for £300 and 6 Penalty Points. 

· Just after midnight on Friday 26 September officers were called to the area of Auld Coal Terrace after a male was seen acting suspiciously, looking into cars and gardens. A local male was identified and checked out by officers. No offences were detected and an intelligence entry submitted.

· About 5.15pm on Sunday 28 September, 3 males in a white panel van attended at an address in Dobbies Road on the pretence of buying a caravan that was parked in the drive there. Whilst 1 male talked to the owner the other two hitched up the van and drove off with it attached! The van is described as being a White Marauder, 1985-1995, single axle 4 berth caravan. 

· Sometime after 9pm on 28 September and before 6pm on the 29 September, persons unknown cut and stole the copper piping between 3 houses in Cameron Crescent. These pipes were connected to the main gas supply and resulted in the occupants being without gas over a 24 hour period and more importantly being exposed to a very dangerous situation.   

FOR INFO ONLY
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station.  Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@policescotland) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/policescotland). Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk. or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.  Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or  through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. PC 3912 Ian Hutchison Community Officer Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

E-mail  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
6.
BrightSparks 

6.1
Louise Gough, Chair of BrightSparks Management Committee gave a brief history of BrightSparks and of its establishment in 1996 in Gorebridge before moving 5 years later to its current location in Cockpen Centre.  Following their successful application to take over the former Bonnyrigg Leisure Centre the building in Cockpen has now been put up for sale.  BrightSparks was now identifying what was needed and working out plans for the move into the Leisure Centre building.  Currently BrightSparks provided among other things 4 playgroup sessions per week, a Monday night club for 9-14 year olds and an open session on Saturdays open to all ages.  The new location would allow sessions to happen at the same time.  Children in Need has for the past 3 years funded holiday clubs which run for 12 weeks throughout the year during school holidays and has been very successful.  BrightSparks were currently through to the 2nd round of an additional funding application from Children in Need.   The long term aim was to eventually become self sufficient by generating income and providing once again a facility for the whole community.  Opening up a café and soft play area would be a way to be self sufficient in the future.
6.2
Cllr DM said he understood that Midlothian Council was looking to provide nursery provision in the new Centre and asked whether there would still be a backlog of families wishing to use the facilities offered by BrightSparks.   Louise Gough said that there would be a shared part of the building for a nursery and a very secure outer perimeter to ensure the safety of the children attending BrightSparks.  The waiting list was still long but securing funding through the Big Lottery meant that staffing could be increased resulting in a reduction in the waiting list. 
6.3
Chair invited BrightSparks to come back in the New Year to give PDCC an update.

7.0
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1
Cllr DM reported that children from Burnbrae Primary would switch on this year’s Christmas lights in Bonnyrigg on Saturday 29 November.  

7.2
He expressed concern about the lack of policing in the area and said that at a given time there were only 2 PCs on duty to cover Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Loanhead and Roslin. Without the Police Community Action team there would be no service.  He was inundated with complaints about the lack of Police presence.  It was noted that the Police were no longing paying for Traffic Warden Services and so Midlothian Council had to step in and pay for a warden.
7.3
Cllr IB commented on the problem raised previously about trees at new Poltonhall.  Housing department had now referred the matter to the Legal Department to find out what could be done.

7.4
There was nothing to report on the issue of new bins and the 20mph initiative was out to consultation.  Openreach had finally confirmed that Cabinet 30 on Polton Road was definitely back on the programme but nothing would happen until 2015.

7.5
It was noted that there was an option for using Midfield House for homeless people although there would be private residences within the vicinity. 
7.6
Chair reported that PC Hutchison had invited families with children at Lasswade Primary School who had an issue with cars causing a blockage at the school during peak hours to come along to the meeting to discuss their concerns and wish to have the road blocked off.  However no one turned up to the meeting.   JF pointed out that it was not a single school issue.  The same problem applied to all primary schools in Bonnyrigg.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at Poltonhall Sports Complex Pavilion on Wednesday 12 November at 19.30hrs.
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