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POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 14 May 2014
Present: K Fuller (Chair), J Weir, J French, M Fuller, A Munro, S Waterston, S Mullen
and A Thompson

Attending: Clir D Milligan, ClIr | Baxter, Clir B Constable, Mr B & Mrs A Cunningham,
PC | Kilpatrick

Apologies: F Warner, D West, S Blain, PC | Hutchison and K Young (Dalkeith CAB)

= Chair’'s Remarks

11 Chair welcomed everyone to the first meeting after the AGM and to the new
Community Councillors sworn in at the last meeting. KF commented that he has
now officially retired, so has more time to keep track of the items that require
attention.

2 Minutes of AGM held on 9 April 2014

21 Minutes were approved. Proposed by SW and seconded by AT.

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 9 April 2014 and Matters Arising

31 Minutes were approved. Proposed by SM and seconded by AT.

4. Finance Report
4.1 Statement of account as at 14 April 2014

Bank Cash
BIF 48.50 9.79
Income 467.17 (Grant)
Expenditure Nil
Account as at 14/05/14 515.69 979
Total Bank and Cash 525.48

42 The PDCC Accounts for 2013-2014 have been audited by Clir BC

43 The annual grant of £467.17 has been received. This sum has remained unchanged
in the 12 years since the PDCC was re-formed

44 As the next meeting is after the Poltonhall Children’s Gala, it was agreed that a
donation of £200 be made ASAP.

5. Secretary’s Report

5.1 Copies of the Borders Railway ‘Connections’ newsletter and NHS Lothian ‘Health
link’ were distributed.

52  Asingle copy of the The Development Plan Scheme for Midlothian No. 6 was
available to view.




imageId1.jpg
6.

6.1

Police Report
Crime Statistics — April 2014
Beat Area BD01 — Bonnyrigg & Lasswade
Total Crimes Recorded: 30 Total Crimes Solved: 6 20% solvency
This YTD 20% Last YTD 29.55%

April break down as follows Received Solved
Violent Crime 1 1
Sexual Crime 0 0
Crimes of Dishonesty 11 1
Vandalism 14 2
Other Crime - &

There have been 219 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month

of April
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

Vandalisms reported to police include:

o Sometime between 5pm and 2am 6/4/13 the window at Zizzors, Dundas Street
was smashed.

o During the night of the 8/4/14 an unknown person has kicked the tailgate of a
white Corsa causing denting to the body and damage to paintwork whilst it was
parked in Waverley Court.

o Overnight and into the 10" April a blue BMW parked in Sherwood Park was

damaged after persons walked over the bonnet, roof and boot.

At 6pm on 13" April a window at Bonnyrigg Leisure Centre was smashed.

On the 14th April a BMW had the rear door scratched whilst it was parked

outside the keepers address in Moorfoot View.

o On the 16" April and again on the 22" April a van, parked in Chesters Grove
has had a total of 4 tyres slashed or punctured.

o Sometime after 7.30pm on 25™ April a bedroom and kitchen window of a house
in Dobbies Road, a conservatory window of a house in Hawthornden Avenue
and a patio door window of a house in South Chesters Avenue were all
smashed by person’s unknown throwing stones.

Between the 4™ and the 6" April, whilst the complainer of an address in Polton

Bank was on holiday, persons unknown have tried to gain entry to the house by

attempting to force open the front and rear doors of the property in addition to trying

to force open the summer house door. No entry was gained and no property taken.

A FREE Crime Prevention Survey has been offered and accepted!

Over a 3-day period from the 4™ April the front and rear number plates have been

stolen from a van whilst it was parked in the drive of a house in St Annes Avenue,

Lasswade.

Between 10am and 3.30pm on Thursday 10th April entry was forced to an address

in Broomieknowe. When the occupants returned to the house they found that all

the internal doors were open and a small window had been smashed. Numerous
rooms within the property had been ransacked and a high value decorative Rose

Bowl, jewellery and cutlery stolen. Enquiries are ongoing.

After 5.30pm on 10th and before 6am on 11th April the front and rear wiper blades

of a Vx Corsa were removed from a car parked in Cameron Crescent.

After 11pm and before 2.30am on Monday 14th April a shed door at an address in

Pentland Road was forced open and a yellow petrol, Ryobi Strimmer was taken.
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e About 6.10pm on Saturday 19th April an American Bulldog type dog attacked a 12-
year-old family friend who entered the secured back garden of an address in the
Hopefield Meadows area of Bonnyrigg. As a result of this attack the young male
sustained injuries to his face and arm possibly resulting in scarring. The owner of
the dog has stated that he will be making a decision on getting the dog destroyed
at a later date.

e About 6pm on Wednesday 23rd April a Card Skimming device was found at an
ATM in Bonnyrigg. Enquiries are ongoing, with 3 other like devices found in East
Lothian.

.
FOR INFO ONLY Hate Crime

Hate Crime is any crime motivated by prejudice against someone’s race, religion,
transgender identity, sexual orientation or disability.

Hate Crime is wrong, it is against the law, and everyone has the right to live safely and
without fear.

You can report a Hate Crime as follows:

e By Telephone - 999 (emergency) 101 (non-emergency.)

e In person at a Police station.

e Visit a Third Party reporting centre.

e By using the Hate Crime Reporting Form on the front page of the Police Scotland
website.

3rd Party Reporting

In some cases, victims/witnesses of Hate Crime do not feel comfortable reporting the
matter directly to the Police and may be more comfortable reporting it to someone they
are familiar with.

Reports can be made anonymously.

To ensure all victims/witnesses are able to report Hate Crimes, Police Scotland works
in partnership with a wide variety of partners who perform the role of 3rd Party
Reporting Centres. Staff within 3rd Party Reporting Centres have been trained to assist
a victim or witness in submitting a report to the police and can make such a report on
the victim/witnesses behalf.

Your local 3rd Party Reporting Centres are:

Penicuik Citizen Advice Bureau, 14A John Street, Penicuik, EH26 8AB, 01968 675 259
Penicuik Midlothian's Women Aid, 10 Carnethy Avenue, Penicuik, EH26 8AR, 01968 670 970
St Joseph's Services, 72 Carnethie Street, Rosewell, EH24 9AR, 0131 440 7200

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed
any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg
Police Station.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events
And information to the public via Twitter (@policescotland) and
Facebook (www.facebook.com/policescotland)

Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online
via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk. or by visiting a
third Party Reporting Centre.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111




imageId3.jpg
or through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely
anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

PC 3912 lan Hutchison
Community Officer Bonnyrigg/ Lasswade/ Rosewell

E-mail LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

6.2  CliIr IB asked about reports of a van parked on the zig-zag lines at the crossing

on Eskdale Drive. Residents had called 101 and Clir IB. He attended and took
photos, but wanted to know what police could do. PC IK stated that the driver
could be charged with obstruction and face a fine and points on their licence.
Calls received by the police are graded (prioritised) so drivers tend to have
moved on by the time police attend.

7Midlothian Councillor’s Report

1 Clir BC highlighted the following points:

7.
.
.
.
.

European Elections on 22/05/14 — Polling Stations are at Burnbrae PS and
Lasswade HS

Midlothian Library Service won ‘Library of the Year' in the coveted Bookseller
Industry Awards, which were announced in London on Monday 12 May.

School Art at Danderhall Art Centre

Results of consultation on Community Councils due on 10/06/14

Midlothian Bus Survey opens on 19/05/14

Vogrie Plant Sale on 24/05/14

Mavisbank House: Public Forum at Lasswade Centre on 05/06/14

New path open from Lasswade to Mavisbank House

2 Clir DM raised the following:

Labour Group concerned about Community Councils meeting in private
Revision for CC'’s signing-up to Councillors Rules of Conduct
CC grant will be awarded on 3 levels - £490 being the highest
Concerned that CC's are not aware of the full context of the new regulations
Concerned PDCC will close down if forced to comply, as had been previously
suggested
CC'’s will not be permitted to make donations from Council provided funds to other
organisations who already receive grants from the Council i.e. Poltonhall Children’s
Gala Day. However Christmas Lights is not funded.
Concerned that Community Learning & Development were not effective
Buses:
o 31: Now agreed to run to Cameron Crescent until 21.36. Pushing for later still
o 49: Double Decker’s running now
o 39: Now Gorebridge to Hopefield
Parking at Lasswade Centre has improved due to bollards and enforcement of
Disabled spaces
Chesters Court junction with Rosewell Road:
o Reported broken surface
o recommended removal of railings (as Hopefield PS no longer in use)
o Traffic Lights poles in need of attention

73 KF asked about e-mail from Rebecca McKinley regarding use of Coal Funds for

a crossing on Polton Road West. However, this is outside the permitted area of
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funding. Clir DM concerned that RM should already be aware of request for
Speed Check on Rosewell Road has already been performed, as she is Chair at
Hawthornden PS Parent Council.

A number of accidents have been reported outside schools across Bonnyrigg.
Clir BC noted that funds were being allocated for more Speed Guns

7.4  Clir IB reported the following:

o Traffic incidents — please report issues to the police

e Community Councils: Issue with Private Meetings e.g. Funding Awarding should be
public

e Could PDCC become an Amenity Group if not signing up to Councillors Standards?

« Factors at Hopefield: Services can be transferred to the Council, but only if all the

residents agree. Buyout from Factor costs 15 times monthly fee. Then could choose
own factor, as Skeltiemuir did.
e Dog Bins: More hoping to be approved
e Cross Party Group on Broadband
o Open Reach now finished roll out, Hopefield not added
o New model is the Scottish Governments Step Change programme — Next
Generation Broadband
o £500K provided by Midlothian to increase the number of residences included
o European funding for rural areas of coming to an end

7.5 JW asked about cracks appearing in pavement and around manhole cover on
Roslin Glen Road

7.6  Mrs C asked about banner for circus moving onto 3 sets of railing over the past
week. Could they use railing to hang a banner for the Church Fete?
Clir IB commented this was effectively flyposting and was not permitted on
Council Railings
She also asked if Fishing Permits were still required for the River Esk.
Apparently they no longer exist.

7.7 On subject of rubbish at Hopefield:

e The Council are responsible for the grassed area between the pavement and road
where roads have been adopted

* Bins Factors are responsible for collection of litter in open spaces

« at bus stops are being fitted - Ongoing

8. Kenny Young - Chair, CAB Dalkeith. Postponed
9. Local Issues

9 Proposed Funding: KF raised the issue that if PDCC have to request funding
based upon expanses then we'll have to claim expenses for:
e Officials (Secretary & Treasurer)
e Cost:
o Paper & Ink
o Other consumables/ refreshments

9.2 Poltonhall Children’s Gala Day will be held on Sunday 1% June
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11" June 2014.
(ClIr IB gave apologies for that meeting)




