POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2014
Present:
K Fuller (Chair), M Fuller, A Munro, S Waterston, J Weir and


J French

In Attendance:
PC Ian Hutchison and Mr & Mrs Cunningham

Apologies:
F Warner, D West, S Blain, S Mullen and Cllr.’s I Baxter, D Milligan & B Constable
1. Chair’s Remarks

1.1 KF commented that with the agenda already set, he’d unfortunately had to decline last minute requests from Cameron, Clegg & Miliband to attend tonight’s meeting 

1.2 KF encouraged everyone to use their vote on the 18th
2. Minutes of Meeting of 13 August and Matters Arising

The Minutes were approved by AM and seconded by SW.

3. Finance Report

3.1
The statement of accounts as at 10th September 2014:






Bank


Cash
B/F



£315.69

£9.79
Income – Bank Interest
£0.02

Expenditure


Nil


Nil

Total



£315.71

£9.79
Total Bank & Cash - £325.50

3.2
JW has received the Grant Application following the new application process. Deadline is 10th October. No Grant is to be spent on already funded groups (i.e. The Poltonhall Gala Day). Expenses are to be claimed for all expenditure (e.g. Paper & ink cartridges)

KF, FW & JW attending an information meeting on 24th September at 7pm at Dalkeith Art Centre
4. Secretary’s Report

In the absence of FW, KF was aware of no items for the Secretary’s Report.

5. Police Report

5.1 
Crime Statistics – August 2014
Beat Area BD01 – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade
Total Crimes Recorded: 23
Total Crimes Solved: 15
65.22 % solvency
This YTD 30.46%
Last YTD 37.97 %
August break down as follows
Received
Solved
Violent Crime
4
4
Sexual Crime
2
1

Crimes of Dishonesty
8
2
Vandalism
4
1
Other Crime
5
7
There have been 248 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of August

In response to last month’s question re Hopefield and damage to the play park I can report that on the 26th July officers attended and found Astro Turf ripped up. On checking with the factors it was established that this was old damage, previously dealt with.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG
· About 9pm on Friday 1st August officers stopped and searched 6 youths whilst they stood in Woods Court, Bonnyrigg. Due to them all being under the age of 18 the eight cans and 18 bottles of Lager were seized by officers and sent for destruction.
· Just after 7pm on Friday 8th August following an anonymous tip off officers attended at and seized a Cannabis Cultivation from an address in Poltonhall. The circumstances have been forwarded for the attention of the Procurator Fiscal.
· About 11pm on Friday 8th August whilst officers were dealing with an incident in the Poltonhall area of Bonnyrigg their police vehicle that was parked and secured outside the complainers address was subject of vandalism. Persons unknown slashed the front driver’s tyre.
· Just after 8pm on Sunday 10th August a group of youths set a small fire within the children’s play hut kept within the Nursery Grounds of Bonnyrigg Primary School. Fire Officers attended and extinguished flames before any major damage was caused. Sometime after the 15th and before the 18th August persons unknown have entered the hut and drew offensive designs over the walls and again set a small fire. It is uncertain at this time if the children will be able to use the hut again. 
· During the early hours of the morning on Thursday 14th August, 2 unknown persons forced entry to the Polton Inn and stole a monetary sum. The black, leather clad persons allegedly made off on a motorbike that was black and yellow in colour. CCTV has been seized and enquiries are ongoing.
· On 30th August a 13-year-old male was searched by police whilst within the grounds of, and supporting Bonnyrigg Rose Football Club. At this time he was found to have 2 smoke bombs and 2 bangers. Enquiries are ongoing.
· A total of 4 warrants were executed during the month of August in the Bonnyrigg area. All warrants were positive for the recovery of Drugs and other evidence of Criminal activities.
FOR INFO ONLY
Our first ever national recruitment campaign for police officers was launched this month.
This is the largest recruiting campaign Police Scotland has undertaken so far and follows a successful recruiting campaign for the north of Scotland.
The campaign is seeking to attract both males and females using national TV and radio advertising as well as a strong presence on social media. The TV adverts have been running since 1st September on STV and will continue until 25th September.
As well as members of the public, any special constables or members of police staff interested in becoming a police officer are also encouraged to make an application.
Please email policeofficerrecruitment@scotland.pnn.police.uk or visit the recruiting area of the website if you are interested.
From 1 October 2014 the paper tax disc will no longer be issued and won’t need to be displayed on a vehicle.
From 1 October 2014 vehicle tax will no longer be transferred with the vehicle. If a valid tax disc is displayed on the windscreen then it should be removed and destroyed.
When DVLA is informed of the sale/transfer, the registered keeper will automatically get a refund for any full calendar months left on the tax. The buyer will need to get new tax before the vehicle is used. This can be done 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, online or by phone or at a Post Office branch that deals with vehicle tax. Buyers will be able to tax using the new keeper supplement of the vehicle registrations certificate (V5C logbook).
If the seller doesn’t have the logbook, the buyer can still go to the Post Office who can help them apply for a logbook at the same time as taxing their vehicle.
More detailed information on the changes can be found at www.gov.uk/dvla/nomoretaxdisc.
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station.
Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@policescotland) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/policescotland).
Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.
Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or
through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely
anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
PC 3912 Ian Hutchison
Community Officer Bonnyrigg/ Lasswade/ Rosewell
E-mail LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
6.0
Midlothian Councillors’ Report


No Midlothian Councillors in attendance

7. Local Issues

7.1 Fly tipping at top of Skeltiemuir has only been partially removed as the remainder was deemed too dangerous to be handled!

8 AOB
Bright Sparks invited to attend next meeting

Fire Brigade may attend in November

Date of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at Poltonhall Sports Complex Pavilion on Wednesday 10th October at 19.30hrs.
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