POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 11 November 2015

Present:             
J French (Chair), F Warner, K Fuller, M Fuller, A Munro 

                                    A Thomson and D West 

In Attendance:
PCs G Donaldson and J Wilson, Mr & Mrs Cunningham, and

Cllr D Milligan
Apologies:
S Blain, S Mullen, Cllrs I Baxter and B Constable, S Waterston


and J Weir
1.     Chair’s Remarks
1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1.2   KF and MF thanked everyone for the card and flowers on the occasion of their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
2.     Minutes of Meeting of 14 October 2015 and Matters Arising
2.1   Item 4.1.  There was already a link to Bonnyrigg, Lasswade and Poltonhall Neighbourhood Plan on the PDCC website but it was now prominent under the news section.

2.2   The minutes of the Meeting were approved.  Proposed by KF; seconded by AM.
3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 11 November 2015

        Bank                                 Cash
B/F



    
        634.82


 16.69

Income:   

Bank Interest                                                 0.06

Expenditure:  
Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights                        200.00

Poppy Wreaths                                             50.00

Flowers



           30.00

Printer Ink



           18.00

Account as at 11 November 2015              336.82                             12.69   

Total Bank & Cash                                       349.57
4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1
FW reported on a meeting with Midlothian Council officials to discuss aims in the Bonnyrigg, Lasswade and Poltonhall Neighbourhood Plan concerning the Lasswade Centre. The following points were noted:

· community space was at a premium but there was still availability  
· an online booking system was being looked at.  The business case had been done and agreed by the Council.  Procurement and administration of the system was now being considered.
· there had been isolated incidents of trouble outside the school

· free swimming would be given to children during all school holidays

· extending opening hours at weekends would require the renewal of contracts and there was no perceived demand for it
· young people would be targeted and invited to attend free swimming between 4pm and 5pm on Saturdays

· there was no demand for services that could not be met

· there was no public internet access in the Library as yet
5.      Police Scotland Report

5.1   Since the previous PDCC meeting there had been 24 recorded crimes of which 10 were solved giving a solvency rate of 42%.  There were 142 calls received to the Police during this time period.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG 

Between 4.30pm on Wednesday 28 October and 12pm on Thursday 29 October, unknown persons entered into a secure compound at Sherwood Industrial Estate and caused substantial damage to a vehicle parked within.

Overnight between Thursday 29 and Friday 30 October unknown persons damaged a vehicle parked on Waverley Terrace by breaking off the nearside wing mirror.

At 6.30pm on Friday 30 October it was reported that a group of youths were kicking off car wing mirrors at Lasswade Sport Centre car park.  Police attended and found one vehicle with both wing mirrors broken off.

At 11am on Sunday 31 October it was reported that unknown persons had damaged the wing mirror of two vehicles parked in Sherwood Park and Sherwood Place.

About 8.30pm on Sunday 1 November it was reported to Police that a group of youths had followed a person from Dalhousie Road whilst shouting racial abuse and throwing stones. Enquiries traced the offenders and they were charged with a Section 38 offence (similar to Breach of the Peace) and reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  

Overnight between Tuesday 3 and Wednesday 4 November persons unknown forced entry into a secure garage on Waverley Crescent.  Once inside they used tools to break two heavy-duty chains and padlocks which were securing 2 bikes and stole the same.
Between Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 November persons unknown forced entry into 2 garages on Maryfield Place.  Though access was gained it does not appear that any items were stolen.

Around 7pm on Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 October it was reported that youths were causing a nuisance by throwing stones at houses on Cameron Crescent.

About 2pm on Saturday 7 November it was reported that unknown persons had forced entry into a garage on Methven Terrace and stolen 2 mountain bikes.

The remaining calls consisted mostly of road traffic offences, noisy music calls and use of fireworks.

Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk. or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.  Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on  0800 555 111 or through an anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. E-mail  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111                                                      PS J4712 Michele Lindsay Community Planning Team                                                    

5.2   Mrs Cunningham referred to speeding on Polton Road including a police car (without blue lights).   PC Donaldson undertook to raise it with senior staff.  There were also conflicting views on whether the 20mph limit was enforceable.

 6.   Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
 Cllr DM referred to Wi-Fi access at the Centre. He said he had been able to access the internet while in the café and undertook to look into it.   action: Cllr DM
6.2
 It was noted that a lack of rain caused issues with flushing toilets at the Lasswade Centre because it was an eco system.  There was a need to look at the problem and find a resolution. He said there needed to be an audit of the building to look at the issues that had arisen since its opening. JF reported that the Chair of the Parent Council would be visiting the sister (identical) school in East Renfrewshire to see whether any similar issues had arisen.
6.3. There had been serious speed checks carried out by Police Scotland over the past couple of weeks however the times and dates of the checks had been posted on the web giving advance notice to drivers!
6.4 Despite there being an agreed road closure order during the Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights event and a traffic order in place Police Scotland had subsequently advised there would be no officers available for the entire duration of the event to control the traffic.  It was noted that £30,000 had been invested on new Christmas lights and £7,000 for the day so the lack of Police presence would not be allowed to spoil the event.

6.5
 There had been a follow up meeting with Lothian Buses who agreed that passenger numbers had risen over the past 3 years but they had not dissected the numbers from Sheriffhall to Rosewell.  The previous service of the 49 bus would not be re-instated. A commitment was given to extend the service to go all the way into Hopefield.
6.6
  There was a discussion on the former Hopefield School site.  There would be a major consultation on the use of the site.

7.  Local Issues

7.1   KF referred to a meeting of a local residents’ group.  Notification had only been posted in Poltonhall and no discussion had taken place with PDCC.
7.2
  It was suggested PDCC consider purchasing similar notices to those used by Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Community Council to advertise the date, time and location of PDCC meetings.  
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 December 2015.
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