POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 8 April 2015
Present:             
J French (Chair), S Mullen, F Warner, K Fuller M Fuller, A Munro, A Thomson, S Waterston and J Weir. 

In Attendance:
Cllrs I Baxter and Mr & Mrs B Cunningham
Apologies:
Cllr B Constable, D West, and PC Ian Hutchison 
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair thanked KF and JW for all their work and was pleased that they would be continuing as members of PDCC.  A gift was presented to both on their retirement as Chair and Treasurer in recognition of their long and valued service to PDCC.

2.     Minutes of Meeting of 11 March 2015 and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 6.5.  The 20mph signs were now no longer obscured by trees on Polton Road.

2.2
Item 7.2.  Cllr DM had been in touch with DW about the organisations using the Lasswade Hub.  The information would be added to the PDCC website in due course.

2.3
The minutes were approved.  Proposed by AT and seconded by KF.

3.     Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 8 April 2015

     Bank                                 Cash
B/F



    
      165.76

            33.67
Income: 
Midlothian Council Grant                          769.00

Expenditure: 

Nil

Account as at 8 April 2015                       934.76                               33.67

            Total Bank & Cash                                   968.43

4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Copies of the latest Lothian Bus timetables for Midlothian were tabled.  

4.2
Copies of the NHS Lothian Health Link paper were tabled.  That was the last paper issue and in future it would only be available on line.

5.     
Police Report

Crime Statistics – March 2015     Beat Area BD01 – Bonnyrigg & Lasswade

	Groups 1-5 
	March   
	 This YTD 
	 Last YTD 
	 Difference this/last YTD 

	Crime Description 
	 Rec 
	 Sol 
	 %Sol 
	 Rec 
	 Sol 
	 %Sol 
	 Rec 
	 Sol 
	 %Sol 
	 %Rec 
	 %Sol 

	Total Groups 1-5 
	30 
	13 
	43.33% 
	485 
	150 
	30.93% 
	479 
	189 
	39.46% 
	1% 
	-8.53% 


March break down as follows                 Received 
          Solved

Violent Crime



            1        

   0

Sexual Crime



            2      

   1

Crimes of Dishonesty
             
          16 
          
   4

   

Vandalism




6  
         
   2        

     
   

Other Crime




5  

   6

                    

There have been 30 calls received to the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area for the month of March 2015.
INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG

 Between 12.15am and 8.55am on 7th March someone made an attempt to break into a house at South Chesters Avenue, Bonnyrigg. The occupants discovered the side door of the house to be damaged overnight, having locked the door before going to bed.   Damage discovered the following day.

A 13-year-old boy from Bonnyrigg has been reported to the Police Youth Justice Officer after throwing a stone at the double glazed door and smashing the lower pane of glass, at a house in Sherwood Place, Bonnyrigg.

Between 3.30am and 5am on 8th March 2015, someone has damaged the paintwork of a parked car in Harmony Court, Bonnyrigg, after empty beer bottles had been thrown at it.

Between 4pm on 9th March and 8am on 10th March, someone has broken into a van owned by Midlothian Council parked in Sherwood Walk, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian and stolen a Makita cordless drill valued at £150.00

Between 10pm on Monday 9th March and 10am on Tuesday 10th March, someone has broken into a food storage container in Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg. No property was taken from the container.

At 1220pm on 12th March, someone has walked into Lloyd’s Pharmacy, High Street, Bonnyrigg and stolen a gift set valued at £25.99 from the open display before walking out of the store without paying for the item.

Between 4pm and 10pm on 13th March someone has forced entry to a metal container at Upper Dalhousie Farm Bonnyrigg and stolen a quad bike.

About 5pm on 17th March, someone within a group of teenagers threw a stone at a window damaging the outer pane of glass at a house in Royal Scots Medway, Bonnyrigg.

Between 11am on 11th March and 11am on 18th March, someone has broken into a unit within Butlerfield Industrial Estate and stolen a quantity of copper piping, a CCTV recorder and tables and chairs from the canteen area. The unit was previously broken into in January 2015 and is currently unoccupied.

Between 17th and 19th March, someone has broken into a detached garage in Eskbank Road, Bonnyrigg and stole a toolbox containing tools.

Between 1.00am and 9.00am on 24th March, someone has broken into a storage shed in Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg and stole several tins of tinned tomatoes.

At 7.10pm on 23rd March, someone stole a black/green coloured Bazingo mountain bike from the back of a car parked in Royal Scots Medway, Bonnyrigg as the owner was taking bags of groceries from the car into his house.

Between 7.10pm and 7.15pm on 23rd March, someone stole a yellow Bazingo Vodoo mountain bike from the roof rack of a car parked unattended in Royal Scots Medway, Bonnyrigg.
Between 3.10pm and 3.15pm on 25th March, someone deliberately set fire to a wooden fence at the back garden of a house in Chester’s View Bonnyrigg. A group of teenagers were seen running away from the house by the homeowner after the incident. 

Between the 23rd and 25th March, someone stole an exhaust system and catalytic converter worth £2500 from a van owned by Crummock Scotland, parked in the street in Argyle Place, Bonnyrigg.
Between 11.20am and 1.20pm on 25th March, someone broke into a house at Hillhead, Bonnyrigg. A car key and loose change were stolen from the house.

Between 5.15pm and 5.23pm on 28th March, a 16-year-old male from Bonnyrigg deliberately smashed the double glazed living room window of a house in Cameron Crescent, Bonnyrigg using a pool cue. Police have reported the circumstances to Edinburgh Procurator Fiscal.

FOR INFO ONLY
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above or indeed any other issue please contact your Community Policing Team or Bonnyrigg Police Station.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, eventsAnd information to the public via Twitter (@policescotland) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/policescotland).

Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk. or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

PC 3912 Ian Hutchison Community Officer Bonnyrigg/Lasswade/Rosewell

E-mail  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

Telephone: Bonnyrigg Police Station 101 or Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
6.  
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr IB reported that he and Cllrs BC and DM had met with officials regarding the factoring issues at the Hopefield estate.  These were legal issues which could only be resolved by the residents getting together and deciding either to buy out the factors or change them. 

6.2
The new 20mph limits had changed perceptions but there was a problem over policing and enforcing it.  The decision to introduce it had been taken against the will of the Council’s Roads Department.

6.3
There had been an issue regarding the signs belonging to Walker Homes and Millers Homes which had been causing problems during the recent high winds.  Cllr IB would look into how long they were allowed to keep the signs up.  It was hoped not indefinitely and it was probable that they would be removed once the homes were sold.                                                                                                       Action:  Cllr IB
6.4
SM asked whether there had been developments concerning broadband at Hopefield.  Cllr IB undertook to contact BT the following week but doubted there would be any new plans for upgrading.                                                  Action: Cllr IB
7.
Local Issues

7.1
KF reported that vehicles were parking on the pavement on Polton Road West at two locations.  One was heading towards Rosewell, just before the derestricted sign and the other at the cottages adjacent to the head of the Cast, by the stables.  In both cases because the vehicles were partly on the pavement it was impossible to pass inside and would mean pedestrians having to step out on to the road and go round. It would be quite impossible to pass inside with a pushchair or even a wheelchair. The problem was compounded because in either case there was no pathway on the opposite side of the road.     KF undertook to raise this with the Police.                                                                                                         Action:  KF      
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 13 May 2015.
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