POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 14 December 2016
Present:        J French (Chair), K Fuller, M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner and D West                     
Attending      Cllrs I Baxter and D Milligan, Mr B Cunningham, and PC  J Wall
Apologies     Cllr B Constable, S-J Reid, A Thompson, S Waterston, J Weir

1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair welcomed everyone to the final meeting of 2016.
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 9 November 2016 and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 4.1 – KF advised that NWH were using Polton Road while all other    contractors were using the appropriate route.  
2.2
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by KF.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of Account as at 14 December 2016

November:                                          Bank                              Cash

            B/F                                                     752.18                              12.74

            Income:   Nil                      
            Expenditure:   Poppy Wreaths            51.00
            Bank:                                                 701.18                       

            Cash:                                                   12.74          

           Total cash and bank:                          713.92
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Catherine Duns, Communities Officer, Midlothian Council advised that issues around the use of Poltonhall Sports Pavilion following the takeover of the lease by Bonnyrigg Boy’s Club should be directed to Gary Sheret at Midlothian Council.

4.2
Details of the following learning opportunities coming up in the New Year had been received and could be found on the PDCC website:  



Family French - Loanhead

                        Health Issues in the Community - Lasswade

                        Have Your Say – Lasswade

4.3
Information had been received about a free half-day workshop on 31 January 2017 in Edinburgh on how to make your community more ‘walkable’.  The workshop would be held at McDonald Road Library, 2 McDonald Road, Edinburgh and would run from 13.00 – 17.00.  Further information and details of how to reserve a place were on the PDCC website.
4.4
Around 1400 Midlothian residents over the age of 60 had not received the new National Entitlement Card in the post either because they had changed surname or address.  A poster with details of who to contact were on the PDCC website.

5.
Police Report

During the month of November in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 70 recorded crimes reported, of which 31 were solved (44% solvency). During this time period, there were 287 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
Overnight on 3rd November, two youths were disturbed attempting to break-in to a property in Broomieknowe Gardens. One of the youths was described as about 17 years of age, with a fair complexion, fair hair, and wearing a light-coloured top.

About 4am on 3rd November, a wheel from a Renault Clio was stolen in Gordon Avenue. 

A 51-year-old man was reported to the Procurator Fiscal following an incident of drink driving in Sherwood Industrial Estate on 5th November.

Overnight on 5th November, a garage in Bairds Way was broken into and a mountain bike stolen.

On 5th November, youths damaged a window of a property in Dundas Street by throwing stones. 

On the morning of 6th November a living room window on Park Crescent had the outer pane of glass smashed.

Overnight between 6th and 7th November a shed on Chesters View was broken into and a mountain bike stolen.

Between 6th and 7th November a wooden garden gate was damaged on Sherwood Place. 

Overnight between 6th and 7th November an attempt was made to break into a garage on Beech Loan. Nothing was stolen.
About 3 am on 13th November, an attempt was made to break into a shed on Sherwood Place. 

Between 9 pm on 12th November – 1pm on 13th November a window was smashed at an address on Burnbrae Road

Overnight between 13th – 14th November a garage at South Chesters Grove was 
broken into and two pedal bikes stolen.

Between 11th– 14th November a car parked on South Chesters Gardens was vandalised. 

On 16th November a vehicle was stopped by Police on Hillhead. The driver was found to have no licence. The vehicle was seized and the driver reported to the Procurator Fiscal.

At 9:20 pm on the 19th November, Police were called to a disturbance outside the Royal Oak Public House. A female was subsequently charged with a Breach of the Peace.

Between 3pm on 18th and 8am on 21st November, tools were stolen from a building site on Castell Maynes Crescent.

Between 6pm on 20th and 11am on 21st November, a quantity of alcohol was stolen from a shed in Lothian Street.

Between 10pm on 20th and 6am on 21st November, three off-road bikes were stolen from a property in Sherwood Crescent. Officers are currently following a positive line of enquiry.

Between 4.30pm on 21st and 5pm on 23rd November, a shed in Pendreich Drive was broken into.

At 3.35pm on 26th November, a woman was robbed of her handbag whilst walking along the railway walkway near Chester’s View. The suspect is described as being a white man, 5ft 10ins to 6ft tall, with dark hair, a dark beard and wearing a scarf over his face. 

At 3am on 27th November, a man was assaulted in Sherwood Court. Officers are making further enquiries into the incident.

On 27th November, a 20-year-old man from Bonnyrigg was issued with a warning for cannabis possession in Royal Scots Place.

Overnight on 27th November, the front window of a house in Sherwood Terrace was damaged after an object was thrown at it.

About 5pm on 29th of November a window in Sherwood Terrace was damaged and another object was thrown at a male. A male was subsequently charged with a breach of the peace and vandalism.

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer PC Jack Wall via 101 or email:

LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

5.2
Additional Information
Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website. Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook

(www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and
www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).
5.3
Your View Counts
· Police Scotland consults with the public every year on what their priorities are for policing in their community. In the past this has always been by hard copy consultation questionnaires which were distributed by police officers within the community they work. This year Police Scotland's consultation process is widening and becoming more flexible. The consultation process is moving online to a digital format and consultation will be open all year. The public consultation is for you to tell us what is important to you in your community. Your opinion is valued – we need your opinion to inform our policing. Having your say in the decision making process of Police Scotland is a vital tool for residents of Scotland to be able to shape the way their public services should operate. Everyone's views across Scotland will be taken on board at a national and local level. We want you to help us focus on the priorities that will help communities most. There is no 'one size fits all' approach to local policing and all the needs and wants of individual communities will be considered. This is the first time Police Scotland’s public consultation is being hosted on a digital platform. This allows us to reach a much wider audience than ever before ensuring that everyone can have their say. The online consultation is open all year which allows you to take part when it suits you but also gives the flexibility of being able to re-submit the consultation if your priorities change. It's a very simple process that should only take a few moments of your time but will shape the way that policing is coordinated across Scotland and in your local community. We will keep you updated on our quarterly results. The consultation will be a completely transparent process as it's all about your priorities. Below is a link to the ‘Your View Counts’ page.

www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts
5.4 
The next Police Scotland surgery would be held on Thursday 22 December but they were looking to move the surgery to a Saturday in future.  Depending on how successful the initiative was then it would be moved to take place every 2-3 weeks.

5.5
There were stone throwing issues at Hopefield and Police Scotland was trying to get as many officers/resources there as possible. It was important that residents reported such incidents so that they were on the system to enable the police to be made aware of them.   

5.6
The volume of youth activity particularly in Dalkeith was a big problem to tackle and would take a while to resolve.

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr IB reported that a seminar had taken place the previous week attended by representatives of Lothian Buses who advised that they were planning to invest in new ticketing machines over the next few years.  They were also investing in low emission buses.  Cllr IB asked them yet again about bus signs and stops at Hopefield and Lothian Buses advised that they had to be ordered although they had known about the problem for some time. 

6.2
There appeared to be a new broadband cabinet at the foot of Sawmill Terrace and Cabinet 30 on Polton Road looked like it would hopefully go on stream at the end of December.

6.3
It was reported that Bonnyrigg and Lasswade History Society had 16 boxes of archive material.  Scottish National Heritage was offering funding to communities who wished to copy archive material.  It would be useful to know if any other community organisations had material which could also be gathered and collated.
6.4
Cllr DM reported that the Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights event had been an overwhelming success.  However, the road traffic people who had originally arrived did not bring any barriers.  Only one Police Officer was seen at the event later on in the day which was very disappointing.  PC Wall advise that he was aware that more than one officer was assigned to the Bonnyrigg event and undertook to check it out and report back.                                                                                Action: PC J Wall                                      
6.5
A walkabout in Bonnyrigg had taken place today to talk about the state of gardens and dog fouling.  Difficult decisions would have to be taken about Council funding in the coming year.  One issue which had been raised again was the closure of public toilets.  The Labour Group would be asking once more for the Community Action Team to be re-instated. 
6.6
There was great pride in the success of Bonnyrigg Rose FC. It was estimated that 2,500 – 3,000 supporters would want to attend the match against Hibs on 21 January which would be a logistical problem.  It was still to be confirmed if the game would be held at Tynecastle.  

6.7
The issue of tonight’s last minute change of venue was discussed.  Cllr DM reported that work was ongoing at the Poltonhall Pavilion and it was unlikely that the meeting room would be available until the middle of January.  FW would contact Gary Sheret about an alternative venue for PDCC’s January meeting.      Action: FW
6.8
Cllr DM had met with Gary Sheret about the running of the Lasswade Centre and the problems of youngsters running around the building in the evening.  It was planned to introduce a new booking system to alleviate the problems.
6.9
FW asked about the new flats on the site of the former library building.  Cllr DM advised that the ground floor would be allocated to those with a disability while the remainder would be allocated to tenants looking to downsize on the proviso that their existing accommodation was in good order.
7.
AOB
7.1
DW advised that details of the Edinburgh Airport – Airspace Change Programme had been posted on the PDCC website.  During the initial consultation around 6,000 responses had been received and were now being analysed.  The airport would be presenting design options of proposed arrival and departure routes and holding a second consultation in early 2017.  It was noted, however, that currently aircraft noise was not a big problem in the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade area.
7.2
The options for improving Sheriffhall roundabout had recently been put on display for public consultation by Transport Scotland and information on it has been posted on the PDCC website.

7.3
DW had attended the walking routes seminar.  Ultimately it came down to money or lack of it.  There were aspirations for paths around the rugby pitches at Poltonhall.    It was said that a number of pedestrians were using paths from Hardengreen roundabout to Melville Road although there were no pavements.  
7.4
Concerned was expressed about the junction on the A68 at Cousland which was still considered dangerous despite meeting the criteria of design manuals.  

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11 January 2017
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