POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 10 February 2016

Present:             
J French (Chair), F Warner, K Fuller, M Fuller, A Munro,

                                    A Thomson, D West
In Attendance:
Cllrs I Baxter, B Constable and D Milligan; PC A Paul,

Mr and Mrs B Cunningham

Apologies:
S Waterston and J Weir 
1.     Chair’s Remarks
1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He reported that a he had sat on the interview panel to appoint a new Head Teacher at Lasswade High School.   Thirteen candidates had presented 6 of whom were existing Head Teachers. The successful candidate was Campbell Hornell, Head Teacher at Armadale Academy who would probably take up post at Easter. In the interim one of the Deputy Heads would stand in until Mr Hornell took up post.

2.     Minutes of Meeting of 13 January 2016 and Matters Arising
2.1  Item 6.4 - Midlothian Council Budget.  It was noted that the Council had no choice but to accept the level of funding offered by the Scottish Government.

2.2   Item 6.6 - application to build houses adjacent to the Mavisbank Conservation area and within the Green Belt.  KF reported that at the last check there had been 14 responses of which only one had been in support of the application.  

2.3
The minutes of the Meeting were approved.  Proposed by AT; seconded by KF.
3.      Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 10 February 2016
        Bank                                 Cash
B/F



    
        316.82

             12.96
Income:   Nil  
Expenditure:  transfer to cash                       20.00                

Account as at 10 February 2016                 296.82                             32.96   

Total Bank & Cash                                      329.78
4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1
Nil report.
5.
Police Report Scotland Report
Since the previous Community Council meeting in the beat area BD01 – covering Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District, there were 86-recorded crimes reported of which 35 were solved. During this time period there were 307 calls to Police. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE
About 10.40pm on 1st January 2016 officers in Bonnyrigg issued a Police Warning to an 18-year-old male driver from Bonnyrigg after he was seen by them driving erratically, driving at speed and wheel spinning.

Just before 11.50pm on 2ndJanuary 2016 a local taxi driver reported to police that whilst in Bonnyrigg a 50-year-old female from Gorebridge was within his taxi and had verbally and physically abused him before refusing to pay the fare. A report outlining the circumstances has been submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.
At 03.15am on 3rd January 2016 officers had their attention drawn to a vehicle being driven erratically at Wadingburn, Lasswade. After requesting the vehicle to stop it sped off for a short distance. Following a brief foot chase officers apprehended the 23-year-old male and he is now subject of a report.

Sometime after midnight and before 10.30am on 3rd January a resident in Waverley Park reported to police that persons unknown had stolen 2 unattended pushbikes from the side of his house. He later recovered one nearby but reports a Kona GT mountain Bike still missing.
About 4pm on Friday 15th Jan 2016 a group of teenagers reported to police that whilst on a bus from Edinburgh to Bonnyrigg a male suspect mid to late 40’s, large build, dark hair, greying stubble beard wearing blue jeans, knitted cream jumper and a black waterproof jacket boarded the bus and the committed alleged acts of an indecent nature. He was seen to exit the bus at 4.50pm on the High Street, Bonnyrigg. Enquiries are ongoing.
During the night of 21st January persons unknown have unscrewed the hinges from a shed door of a rear garden in Rose Terrace, Bonnyrigg. Fortunately, nothing was stolen.
After 8.30pm and before 5.30pm on 21st January a resident in Bairds Way reported to police that their garden shed had been forced open. Once inside the thief removed 3 bikes before stealing just 1, a dark grey Hybrid, off road Mountain Bike. 
A resident from Viewbank Road reports that 2 mountain bikes were stolen from their locked garage between 12pm and 3.30pm on Thursday 21st January. The bikes are described as two mountain bikes, one a Mondraker Factor, white and green 17-inch frame and the other Propain Tyee, black with yellow flashes, 17-inch frame. 

An Apollo AL6000 red and silver mountain bike has been found in Cameron Crescent area on 25/1//17.

A shopkeeper in Dundas Street reported to police that sometime after Monday 25th January an unidentified person stole a charity box that had for years been lying insecure on the counter. Enquiries are ongoing.
During the night of Tuesday 26th January a car parked, secured and unattended, in Chestnut Grove, Bonnyrigg was vandalised through the night by unknown persons jumping on the roof and bonnet.
Additional information
Hate crime incidents and domestic abuse incidents can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website, www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a third Party Reporting Centre.  Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an anonymous Online Form - both of these routes are completely  anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and

information to the public via Twitter (@Midlothpolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/midlothianpolice).
6.   Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1 Cllr DM reported that there were challenging times ahead with Midlothian Council’s budget.  Weekend street cleaning would be cut back once again.

6.2  Consultations were ongoing regarding Midlothian Local Plan.  There was a lack of planning as regards public transport.  There was a need to be careful about what was agreed to with regards to development because of the effect it could have on public transport.

6.3   Cllr IB advised that the 20mph zone in Lasswade was now permanent and   parking restrictions were now being put in place at Burnbrae Primary.

6.5   There were continuing issues at Lasswade Centre. The air conditioning unit at the swimming pool which had not been working had since been fixed.  There was a leaking roof in the foyer and a lift had not been working since December because of problems with the maintenance contract.  He suggested there needed to be a 24hour response in place.   Only a ½ of the CCTV cameras were working and were being merged into one place for recording continuously.  Liaison with Police Scotland was taking place regarding antisocial behaviour. 

6.6   Cllr BC advised that he had Chaired the panel to appointment the new Head Teacher and confirmed Mr Hornell would take up post after the Easter holidays.
7.  Local Issues

7.1   It was reported that Keith and May Fuller and FW had visited the very impressive new premises of BrightSparks in Bonnyrigg.  Members were encouraged to visit to see the wonderful facilities available to children in Midlothian with complex additional needs and also for their families. 
7.2    It was noted that the development at Springfield Mill in Polton Village was in a flood plain and so the recent heavy rain had found its way into the wildlife park.  A meeting was being held on 11 February to discuss plans to form a charity as Friends of Springfield Mill.
7.3    Mrs Cunningham raised the problem issue of litter being dumped on Polton Road.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 March 2016
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