POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 11 May 2016

Present:          J French (Chair), A Thompson, K Fuller, M Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, 

                         S Waterston, J Weir and D West 

Attending    Cllrs B Constable and D Milligan, Mr and Mrs B Cunningham, 
                          PC J Wall and S-J Reid

Apologies        Cllr I Baxter
1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
The Chair commented that this was the first meeting following last month’s AGM.
2.  
Minutes of Meeting held on April 2016 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by AM and seconded by KF
3. 
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 11 May 2016  (to follow)
4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1         Nothing to report.
5.    
Police Report

5.1
During the month of May in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 65 recorded crimes reported, of which were 23 were solved (35.4% solvency). During this time period, there were 352 calls to Police Scotland. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE

About 9pm on Monday 2 May, a man was seen stealing goods worth a two-figure sum from a shop in Polton Street. The man is described as white, 6ft 2”, short brown hair, wearing navy trainers with white soles, grey joggers with ‘Boss’ written in navy. 

About 3.50am on Friday 6 May 2016, a car was seen being driving erratically on Dundas Street. A 28-year-old man was subsequently charged with driving whilst under the influence of alcohol.

About 11pm on Friday 6 May, on the High Street, a man was assaulted. The suspect is described as male, white, 5ft 8 – 10 inches tall, in his 40's, with grey hair. He was wearing a navy blue jumper, blue jeans and large work boots. He was in the company of a woman described as white, 5ft 8inches tall, in her 20's, with blonde hair and wearing a white cardigan.

About 7.45pm on Saturday 7 May at the Co-Op, High Street, a man and a woman stole a number of bottles of spirit. The male is described as 5ft 8 – 10 inches tall, black hair and wearing a black jacket. The woman is described as 5ft 8 – 10 inches tall, wearing a white knitted hat, purple jacket with a fur hood, white trainers and carrying a pink bag.

Between 8pm on 8th May and 10:30am on 9th May someone attempted to break into a shed on Cockpen Road.

About 12:05pm on 10th May a male verbally threatened another male on Burnbrae Road. A 45-year-old male was subsequently charged with acting in an aggressive and threatening manner.

About 8:30am on Eskdale Terrace a car mounted a pavement and nearly hit a woman and 3 children before driving off. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to trace the driver.

About 11:15pm on 14th may on the High Street a male was assaulted by another male. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to trace the suspect.

About 12:45am on 15th May on Dundas Street following a verbal confrontation a male assaulted another male and two females. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to trace the suspect.

Between 4:15pm on 17th May and 7am on 18th May a house on Kevock Road was broken into and a quantity of tools was stolen.

Between 10:30pm on 17th May and 12:55pm on 18th May someone attempted to break into a blue Ford Transit van on Waverley Crescent.

Overnight on 17th May a wheelbarrow was stolen from a garden of a property on Cockpen Crescent.

At 8:50 on 19th May at Burnbrae Primary School a bike shed was deliberately damaged by 4 youths. The suspects are described as a white female, aged 11-14, with blonde hair and wearing a grey hoodie, a white female, aged 13-14, with brown hair, and wearing a red hoodie, two white males aged both 11-12 and all wearing dark clothes.

Between 1st May and 21st May someone attempted to break into a shed on Eldindean Road. No entry was gained to the premises.

About 12.51am on Sunday, 29th May, an 18-year-old man was given an anti-social behaviour warning due to the manner of his driving on Lasswade Road.

Between 2pm and 6pm on Monday, 23rd May, at Golf Course Road a 4ft statue of a harvester girl holding wheat was stolen from a garden. Police are making further enquiries into this theft.

About 10.15pm on Monday, 23rd May, on Polton Avenue Road, a boy was seen carrying an axe.  He was wearing a white jester’s mask, a grey hoodie, and navy Adidas joggers. 

About 11pm on Monday, 23rd May, a 48-year-old woman was stopped on Cameron Crescent for driving a car without valid insurance.  She was reported to the Procurator Fiscal and her vehicle was seized.

About 2.15am on Saturday, 28th May, a 35-year-old man was identified as having vandalised two cars on Almond Crescent.  Enquiries are ongoing in order to trace and charge this individual.

If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer, PC Jack Wall via 101 or email: LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.  Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).

Your View Counts
Police Scotland consults with the public every year on what their priorities are for policing in their community. In the past this has always been by hard copy consultation questionnaires which were distributed by police officers within the community they work. This year Police Scotland's consultation process is widening and becoming more flexible. The consultation process is moving online to a digital format and consultation will be open all year. The public consultation is for you to tell us what is important to you in your community. Your opinion is valued – we need your opinion to inform our policing. Having your say in the decision making process of Police Scotland is a vital tool for residents of Scotland to be able to shape the way their public services should operate. Everyone's views across Scotland will be taken on board at a national and local level. We want you to help us focus on the priorities that will help communities most. There is no 'one size fits all' approach to local policing and all the needs and wants of individual communities will be considered. 

This is the first time Police Scotland’s public consultation is being hosted on a digital platform. This allows us to reach a much wider audience than ever before ensuring that everyone can have their say.  The online consultation is open all year which allows you to take part when it suits you but also gives the flexibility of being able to re-submit the consultation if your priorities change. It's a very simple process that should only take a few moments of your time but will shape the way that policing is coordinated across Scotland and in your local community. We will keep you updated on our quarterly results. The consultation will be a completely transparent process as it's all about your priorities. Here is the Below islink to the ‘Your View Counts’ page. www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts 
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Midlothian Councillor’s Report

6.1
Chair said it was good to see Cllr Constable back after his recent illness.  Cllr BC confirmed that a new school would be built on the site of the former Hopefield Primary School.

6.2
 There were issues about Walker Homes development at Dalhousie Mains including the fact that the developers had decided not to construct a new access but wanted to use the existing access.

6.3
DW asked for an update on what was stopping the development in Area C at Hopefield.   Cllr BC said he was unhappy with the level of affordable housing.   S-J Reid said she had met with Taylor Wimpey on 9 May and reported that they were surprised to learn that residents were unhappy with the bills being presented by the contractors.  Residents were faced with double billing by Scottish Woodlands Trust (SWT) and other factors.  It was noted that there was a way to remove the SWT but Taylor Wimpey had to be the one to do it.  S-J Reid commented that she did not think Taylor Wimpey would want to be associated with a company that could not give transparency about costs.  It was good that the residents’ association had a voice.

6.4
It was noted that Aldi would not be on site at the former Mayshade Garden Centre until 2017.

6.5
JW thanked Cllr BC for producing the audited accounts despite recovering from his recent heart attack.
6.6
Cllr DM reported that he was still in talks with Police Scotland over the removal of CAT teams.  Difficulties were now becoming apparent such as Gorebridge Galaday being told they would have to bring in a traffic management company.  It was noted that using such a company for the annual Bonnyrigg Christmas lights event would cost £900 to suspend the traffic lights for 2 hours.  If Police Scotland were no longer prepared to carry out traffic management functions then gala days would lose a great deal of money. There would also be an issue around lack of Police presence at Remembrance Sunday services.  The removal of the 2 CAT teams would have a dire effect in Bonnyrigg.

6.7
Chair thanked Cllr DM for clarification regarding the tarmac dumped at Skeltiemuir junction which had since been removed.

7.
Any Other Business

7.1
Poltonhall Galaday had asked for a donation from PDCC.  As we were no longer able to give direct funding to organisations it was agreed to sponsor an event on the day which was being held on the first Sunday in June.
7.2
It was noted that a few small changes had been made to the Constitution and Standing Orders.  These were amending the age from 18 to 16 of those eligible to vote on the election of members to the Community Council, change of Bank details and the number of signatures required from 2 to 3.  Also those members who miss 3 consecutive PDCC meetings without formal apologies being tendered would no longer be members.
7.3
KF advised he would be speaking at a Reporter’s meeting on 7 June about the application for building homes at Springfield.  Cllr DM said it was in the most protected area in the whole of Midlothian and not in the Local Plan.
Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed there would be no meeting in June and the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 13 July 2016.
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