POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30pm on 14 September 2016

Present:          J French (Chair), K Fuller, A Munro, F Warner, and S Waterston

Attending      Cllr I Baxter, Mr and Mrs B Cunningham, PC J Wall, Louise Gough, and Jennifer Martin, BrightSparks 

Apologies        M Fuller, Cllr D Milligan, S-J Reid, A Thompson, J Weir and D West                     
1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular Louise Gough and Jennifer Martin from BrightSparks.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 10 August 2016 and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 6.1 – amend ‘on holiday’ to read ‘in recess’.

2.2
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by AW and seconded by KF.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of Account as at 14 September 2016


September:      Bank                              Cash

            B/F         751.99                                    12.74

            Income:   Nil

            Expenditure:  Nil

            Bank:      751.99                                    Cash: 12.74          

           Total cash and bank: £764.73
4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1
Midlothian’ Community Safety and Justice Partnership had started to gather views about the needs of local communities in Midlothian to ensure that community justice services were delivered in the most effective and joined up way.  Further information about Community Justice and the survey can be found on the Midlothian Council website link below along with the link to the online survey. 

www.midlothian.gov.uk/news/article/2019/midlothiancommunitysafetyandjusticepartnership
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HYW8CZH
4.2
Information had been received about a BT consultation to remove payphones in Midlothian and the interesting option that allows communities to adopt a red phone box fro £1.  Consultation notices have been placed on the relevant payphones.  The consultation period will close on 28 November 2016.  Details of the opportunity to adopt a red ‘heritage’ phone box can be found at
 http://business.bt.com/phone-services/payphone-services/adopt-a-kiosk/
5.
Police Report
During the month of August in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 66 recorded crimes reported, of which 24 were solved (36% solvency). During this time period, there were 331 calls to Police Scotland.

5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

Between 11pm on 31st July and 10.30am on 1st August business premises at Dalhousie Place were broken into and items including cash were stolen.

Overnight between 3rd and 4th August artificial grass was stolen from the Lasswade High School Centre.

On 5th August a break-in to a house at Hillhead Court was reported, where items were stolen from within.

Between 10.15pm on 7th August and 5am on 8th August a motorcar parked on Burnbrae Road was damaged by having its tyres slashed.

Overnight on 9th August, a Nissan Navara parked in a driveway of a property on Auld Coal Bank was damaged by having it hand brake cable cut.

Between 8pm on 9th August and 6am on 10th August 2016, a portacabin within a building site on Burnbrae Road was broken into and a quantity of sweets and cash stolen.
About 11.25pm on 13th August, a man was seriously assaulted on the High Street. Enquiries are ongoing.

About 4.40am on 14th August, a property in Chesters Grove, sustained fire damage. Enquiries are ongoing.

Between 10pm on 15th August and 6.30am on 16th August, a house was broken into in Campview Road and a black Specialized Enduro full suspension mountain bike was stolen from the house.

Between 10pm on 15th August and 7.45am on 16th August, a garden shed in a garden in Chester’s View was broken into. Two mountain bikes and a quantity of tools were stolen.

Overnight between 15th and 16th August, a garden shed in a garden in Seaforth Terrace was broken into. A set of golf clubs was stolen.

Between 7pm on 14th August and 7.30pm on 16th August, a garden shed at a garden in Chesters Court was broken into. No property was taken.

Between 2am and 7.50 am 25th August, a house in Wesley Crescent was broken into. Two cars and a quantity of money were stolen.
About 8:30pm on 27th August, following a disturbance in the High Street, a woman was issued with a warning for abusive and threatening behaviour. A man was also arrested for breaching his bail conditions.

Between 2pm on Thursday 29th August and 12pm on Friday 30th August a motor vehicle at Dalhousie Gardens was vandalised whereby the paintwork on the bonnet was scratched.
If any person has any information about the incident(s) listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jack Wall via 101 or email:  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

5.2
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).

5.3
Your View Counts
Police Scotland consults with the public every year on what their priorities are for policing in their community. In the past this has always been by hard copy consultation questionnaires which were distributed by police officers within the community they work. This year Police Scotland's consultation process is widening and becoming more flexible. The consultation process is moving online to a digital format and consultation will be open all year. The public consultation is for you to tell us what is important to you in your community. Your opinion is valued – we need your opinion to inform our policing. Having your say in the decision making process of Police Scotland is a vital tool for residents of Scotland to be able to shape the way their public services should operate. Everyone's views across Scotland will be taken on board at a national and local level. We want you to help us focus on the priorities that will help communities most. There is no 'one size fits all' approach to local policing and all the needs and wants of individual communities will be considered. This is the first time Police Scotland’s public consultation is being hosted on a digital platform. This allows us to reach a much wider audience than ever before ensuring that everyone can have their say.  The online consultation is open all year which allows you to take part when it suits you but also gives the flexibility of being able to re-submit the consultation if your priorities change. It's a very simple process that should only take a few moments of your time but will shape the way that policing is coordinated across Scotland and in your local community. We will keep you updated on our quarterly results. The consultation will be a completely transparent process as it's all about your priorities. Below is a link to the ‘Your View Counts’ page.www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts 
5.4
PC Rennie had received training on speed gun use and so there would be more patrols taking place.
5.5
It was noted that Police Scotland would not be enforcing 20mph zones.

5.6
There had been issues about King V Park where children were getting into gardens backing onto the park.  Youngsters were also congregating at the rear of the BrightSparks building.   Speed bumps would be introduced in the car park.
5.7
There would be regular police attendance at Lasswade High School Centre to educate rather than penalise people about the inappropriate use of disabled parking bays at the Centre.

5.8
Louise Gough said she had been surprised that there had been none of the vandalism and ant-social behaviour associated with the skate park since BrightSparks moved to the park in December 2015.  There had been no vandalism since moving into the property.  She hoped with the introduction of speed bumps and the area being covered by CCTV that would help.
6.
BrightSparks

6.1
LG mentioned she last visited PDCC in October 2015 and had since welcomed a number of PDCC members to look around the new premises.  They had moved into the building over the Christmas holidays and finally welcomed families to the centre in April 2016 and they had a very busy summer.  The number of sessions for different groups had increased and they were continuing to grant fund.   Some of the clubs were now 6 years old and had year on year funding following initial piloting.  They were now doing the same thing with new groups.  Another year’s funding had been given by the Big Lottery for the younger children.   They had also secured another grant from the Big Lottery young start funding.  They were now coming to the end of £128,000 funding from Children in Need which had been the biggest award given in Scotland.
6.2
There had been discussions with Midlothian Council about taking over the 5 aside pitch that would give BrightSparks a secure area for use now and in the future and which could be used by the community later when not in use by BrightSparks. In addition a grant application was pending with the Weir Trust for the development of a smaller outdoor area adjacent to BrightSparks.  

6.3
Cinema breaks for mums had been introduced and sportsman’s dinner for dads.  Twenty five families were heading off to Flamingo Land in October.  These breaks away had generated great feedback and brought together lots of families that had not previously met.

6.4
JF said he had been made aware of the outdoor area through the Lasswade High School (LHS) youth initiative and that it had been amazing watching the evolution of BrightSparks from the gaining of the property to the services now provided. He highly commended the services they were offering families.  LG said that the initiative with LHS had opened up work experience for youngsters considering health related careers.
7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1
Cllr IB reported on a meeting about St Mary’s Primary.  He wanted discussion to be opened up and had invited representatives from the Parent Council and Midlothian Council officials to meet and he would be taking that forward.

7.2
Broadband continued to move along slowly. The latest update for upgrading cabinet 57 was 2017.  Work on the cabinet on Polton Road should be completed by the end of September 2016.  It was to be hoped that by September 2017 all cabinets in Bonnyrigg would be upgraded.
7.3
JF reported that the play area pitches opposite Burnbrae Primary were not being used due to a huge pile of earth in the middle of it.  It seemed that drainage work was taking place.

7.4
Cllr IB said he was surprised at the Boundary Commission announcement that the area would remain a 3 elector ward and not 4 given the growth of Bonnyrigg.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12 October 2016
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