POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 8 NOVEMBER 2017

Present: 
J French (Chair), F Warner, J Aitchison, A Munro, S Waterston, and

                        D West 

Attending
Cllr D Alexander; PC J Cassidy, Mr & Mrs Cunningham, J Bernard

Apologies 
A Thomson, Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay-Douglas, S-J Reid

1. Chair’s Remarks

1.1 
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.   He gave a summary of the proposed Council savings and said there had been extensive lobbying.  Midlothian had the largest growing population in Scotland with increased spending needed particularly in education, early years and the older population.   The Council meeting the previous evening had been overshadowed by some who were not prepared to listen to others.  There were two main topics of discussion – building developers’ contribution to e.g. new schools and fly tipping. While the latter was accepted as morally wrong, it was hardly a plague on society.  In reality, unless there was CCTV coverage it would be difficult to stop it.  
1.2
 Chair strongly recommended that everyone should log onto Midlothian Council website and fill in the online survey on the proposed savings.  The Council needed people’s views and could not make decisions without them. Everyone had an opportunity until 14 December 2017 to have their say.  All comments and suggestions would be considered by the Council in setting its budget for 2018/19 and future years.  
2. Minutes of Meeting held on 11 October 2017 and Matters Arising

2.1 
Minutes were approved. Proposed by DW and seconded by JA.

3. Finance Report

3.1 There was no updated Statement of Accounts.  

Statement of Account as at 11 October 2017




                    Bank                                   Cash

B/F                                                            1107.38                                 12.74

Income: Nil

Expenditure Nil

Bank:                                                       1107.38

Cash:                                                                                                      12.74

Total cash and bank:                              1120.12
1.

4.
Secretary’s Report
4.1
As part of the Theatre in Education programme, Baldy Bane Theatre Company would be touring the play Better Late Than Dead On Time in Spring 2018.  The production was fully funded by Road Safety Scotland and was offered free to community groups in Scotland wishing to take part.  Details would be made available on the PDCC website.
4.2
Central Scotland Green Network Trust (CSGNT) was working with the Community Woodlands Associations and Forestry Commission Scotland to gather information on Community Woodlands within the Central Scotland Green Network.  Details of the survey would be made available on the PDCC website.

4.3
A research team at Heriot-Watt University was exploring how taking up a new activity might benefit people’s thinking and wellbeing.  They were looking for people aged 65 and over in Edinburgh and the Lothians to take part.  Details of the study have been put on the PDCC website.

5.
Police Report
During the month of September 2017 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 80 recorded crimes reported, of which 53 were solved (66% solvency). 

During the month October 2017 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 85 recorded crimes reported, of which 35 were solved (41% solvency). 

Overall solvency for this period was 53%. During this time period, there were 308 calls in September 2017 and 346 calls in October 2017 to Police Scotland. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE

Police are following a positive line of enquiry following a minor disturbance in Park Crescent, Bonnyrigg on the evening of Friday 1st September 2017

Following a minor Road Traffic Collision in Pentland Road, Bonnyrigg about 6pm on Saturday 2nd September 2017, a 55 year old man was issued with a fixed penalty notice

Between 10pm and 10.50pm on 7th September 2017, someone forced entry to a shed at Hawthornden Primary School, Bonnyrigg, nothing was stolen.

About 1am on 11th September 2017, a white Honda motorbike with black helmet box was stolen from outside a property in Andy Kelly View, Bonnyrigg. Three men, wearing dark clothing were seen stealing the bike.

Overnight between 10th and 11th  September 2017 a garage at a property on South Chesters Avenue, Bonnyrigg was broken into and a Saracen Mist Mountain bike stolen to the value of £3000.

A 16 year old man and 21 year old man were arrested and charged following theft of a motorbike from Andy Kelly View and breaking into a shed and stealing a pedal cycle at South Chesters Avenue, Bonnyrigg in the early hours of Monday the 11th September 2017.

A 16 year old man was arrested and charged following numerous break ins to sheds in the Pendreich area of Bonnyrigg In the early hours of Tuesday 12th September 2017.


About 9pm on Friday the 6th October 2017 a number of youths stole a bottle of wine   
from Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg. Police enquiries are ongoing.

About 9.30pm on Saturday the 7th October 2017 a 14 year old boy was charged after attempting to steal a quantity of alcohol and assaulting a member of staff at Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg.

2.

About 12:15am on Sunday 8th October 2017 a 35 year old man was arrested and charged with numerous offences after causing a disturbance within the Calderwood Public House, Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg.
About 7pm on Sunday the 8th October 2017 a number of youths were reported to have been throwing eggs at a property on South Chesters Medway, Bonnyrigg.

On Sunday the 8thOctober 2017 a 20 year old man and 25 year old man were arrested and charged after a disturbance that occurred on Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg at 9pm that day. Throughout the week there have been numerous incidents of youths causing a nuisance at various locations in Bonnyrigg, including local Primary Schools. 

On 9th October 2017 a 24 year old man was arrested for an assault that took place on Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg. 

In the early hours of 9th October 2017 a 25 year old man was arrested for drink driving after a damaged vehicle was found on the Distributor Road, Bonnyrigg.

About 12:20 on 9th October 2017 a woman stole a quantity of meat and cheese from SPAR, Polton Street, Bonnyrigg.

Between 2pm and 2:45pm on 13th October 2017, a power saw was stolen from an address on Sherwood Place, Bonnyrigg.

On the evening of 13th October 2017, 2 men were responsible for stealing a quantity of confectionary from the Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg.

On 13th October 2017, 2 panes of glass in a Greenhouse on Pryde Terrace, Bonnyrigg were smashed.

About 11:30pm on 13th October 2017, a 30 year old woman was stopped driving a vehicle on Hawthornden Avenue, Bonnyrigg. She was subsequently charged with driving with no licence or insurance.
Overnight between Tuesday the 24th October 2017 and Wednesday 25th October 2017 unknown person(s) gained entry to a shed at Sherwood Grove, Bonnyrigg and stole a mountain bike from within.

Overnight between Tuesday the 24th October 2017 and Wednesday 25th October 2017 number plates were removed and stolen from a silver Skoda Fabia parked on Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg.

Between 7.30am on Thursday the 12th October 2017 and Friday the 27th October unknown persons entered the rear garden on a property at Sherwood Place, Bonnyrigg and caused damage to several items of garden furniture.

About 4pm Friday the 27th October 2017 a 38 year old man was arrested and charged with several offences after damaging a parked car and causing a disturbance in the street.

About 2.30am on Saturday the 28th October a 21 year old woman and a 22 year old woman were given police warnings after causing a disturbance in a  taxi on Rosewell Road, Bonnyrigg.
Overnight between Friday the 27thOctober 2017 and Saturday the 28th of October 2017 a shed was broken in to at Sherwood Grove, Bonnyrigg, but nothing was taken.

Between Friday the 27th October 2017 and Sunday the 29th October 2017 a shed was broken into and 2 mountain bikes stolen at Park Road, Bonnyrigg.

Between 2am and 3am Sunday the 29th October 2017 unknown person(s) stole catalytic convertors from vehicles linked to a unit in Butlerfield Industrial Estate.

Over the course of the week there have been several calls to the Bonnyrigg area relating to youths and include youths causing a nuisance at Dickson Grove, Auld Coal Path and The Lasswade Centre and youths throwing eggs at Eldindean Road, Cameron Crescent and Campview Road. Community Officers have been communicating with local businesses to encourage them to refrain from selling eggs to children. 
3.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer PC Daniel Lennie or PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email: daniel.lennie@Scotland.pnn.police.uk, jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk  or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and 
www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).
6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DA referred to a request from a constituent whose son had died of cancer and would like golden flowers to be in bloom in public spaces around the month of September.  DA was looking to voluntary groups to perhaps take it on board.
6.2
Reference was made to the 4 million tourists Edinburgh attracted each year with the resulting huge income to the city and Cllr DA suggested Midlothian needed to be more entrepreneurial to attract visitors such as publicising Vogrie Country Park, Roslin and its history such as the Battle of Roslin in 1303 and the ruins of Roslin Glen Gunpowder Mills.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 13 December 2017

4.
