POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 13 DECEMBER 2017

Present: 
J French (Chair), F Warner, A Thomson, A Munro, S Waterston, and

                        D West 

Attending
Cllr D Alexander; PC J Cassidy, Mr & Mrs Cunningham, J Bernard

Apologies 
J Aitchison, SJ Reid, Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay Douglas
1. Chair’s Remarks

1.1 
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reported that the Scottish Government would be announcing its Draft Budget for 201819.

1.2
It was noted that Chair and FW had attended the local Remembrance Sunday services.
2. Minutes of Meeting held on 11 October 2017 and Matters Arising

2.1 
Minutes were approved. Proposed by AM and seconded by JB.

3. Finance Report

3.1     Statement of Account as at 13 December 2017





                    Bank                                   Cash

B/F                                                            1107.38                                 12.74

Income: Nil

Expenditure Nil

Bank:                                                       1107.38

Cash:                                                                                                      12.74

Total cash and bank:                              1120.12
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
FW, SW and S-J R had attended a meeting with Taylor Wimpey to look at the further developed proposals for Hopefield.  Around the 3rs/4th week of January 2018 proposals would discussed with Councillors and there would be a further public consultation on 15 February.  It was noted that 25% of the properties to be delivered would be affordable housing i.e. social renting in association with housing associations such as Melville Housing.
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4.2
The winter edition of the Lasswade Lifelong Learning and Employability and Communities Team Newsletter had been received.  Details would be added to the PDCC website.

5.
Police Report
      Criminal Activity August 2017 Beat Area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall &     
District  During the month of November 2017 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, 
Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 77 recorded crimes reported, of which 
14 were solved (22% solvency). During this time period, there were 316 calls to 
Police Scotland. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE   

Overnight between Tuesday the 31stof October and Wednesday the 1stof November 2017 the window of a blue Volkswagen Turan Van parked on Eskdale Terrace was damaged.
Overnight between Wednesday the 1stand Thursday the 2nd of November 2017 a white Ford Transit van parked on Chester’s Grove was vandalised with spray paint.

Overnight between Wednesday the 1stand Thursday the 2nd of November 2017 the wind mirror of a grey Vauxhall Vectra parked on Durham Place was damaged.

Overnight between Wednesday the 1stand Thursday the 2nd of November 2017 the windscreen of a white Ford Transit parked on the High Street was damaged.

About 1am Saturday the 4thof November 2017 an 18 year old man was arrested and charged after a vehicle was stopped and he was found to be drunk and driving a motor vehicle on Brixwold Drive.
Overnight between Saturday the 4thand Sunday the 5thof November 2017 the wind mirror of a white Lotus Excel was damaged whilst parked on Durham Place.

Overnight between Sunday the 5thand Monday the 6thof November 2017 a Ford Transit Connect was broken in to and several items stolen from within whilst parked on High Street.

About 7pm on Tuesday the 7thof November 2017 a Stihl saw was stolen from the back of a vehicle at Cameron Crescent.

About 5.30pm on Wednesday the 8thof November 2017 a vehicle was stopped and seized and the driver charged after it was found to have no insurance policy in force.
Overnight between Wednesday the 8th and Thursday the 9th of November 2017 the window of a property on Burnbrae Road North was smashed.

On Friday the 10th of November 2017 a child’s bicycle was stolen from Lasswade Primary School.

Overnight between Friday the 10thand Saturday the 11th of November 2017 4 vehicles parked on Chester’s Grove had their tyres damaged.

Overnight between Saturday the 11th and Sunday the 12thof November 2017 a window was smashed at Spar, Polton Street.

Between 10am and 8.30pm Saturday the 11thof November 2017 the window of a property on Polton Street was smashed.

About 2.20pm Sunday the 12thof November 2017 a quantity of alcohol was stolen from Tesco, Rosewell Road.

Between 10am and 12pm Monday the 13thof November 2017, 3 tyres were damaged on a Vauxhall Zafira parked on Polton Drive.

About 9pm Monday the 13th of November 2017 a female stolen a basket of goods from Coop, High Street.

Overnight between Monday the 13th and Tuesday the 14thof November 2017 unknown person attempted to gain access to a property at Hillhead.
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Overnight between Monday the 13thand Tuesday the 14thof November 2017 items were stolen from within an insecure vehicle parked on Polton Road.
Overnight between Tuesday the 14th and Wednesday the 15thof November 2017 a Volkswagen Caddy van was broken in to and tools stolen from within, whilst parked on Harmony Walk.

Overnight between Tuesday the 14thand Wednesday the 15thof November 2017 the rear of a green Vauxhall Insignia was damaged whilst parked on Burnbrae Road.

Overnight between Tuesday the 14thand Wednesday the 15thof November 2017 a scooter was stolen from a property at Gladstone’s Gait.

About 11pm Wednesday the 15thof November 2017 a house was spray painted on Holly Terrace.

About 4.15pm Thursday the 16thof November 2017 the window of a property at The Nursery, Lasswade was smashed.

On Saturday the 18ththe occupier of a property on Skeltiemuir discovered that their house had been spray painted.
Overnight between Saturday the 18thand Sunday the 19thof November 2017 a sat nav was stolen from within a vehicle parked on The Nursery, Lasswade.

About 1.30pm Sunday the 19thof November 2017 a quantity of alcohol was stolen from Co-op, High Street.

About 3.30am Wednesday the 22ndof November 2017 the occupier of a property at Sawmill Terrace disturbed 3 males attempting to gain access to their property.

About 7.30pm Tuesday the 28thof November 2017 a 15 year old boy was caught stealing sweets from Coop, High Street.

About 1pm, Wednesday the 29thof November 2017 2 men were disturbed attempting to steal galvanised metal from Sherwood Industrial Estate.

About 8pm Wednesday the 29thof November 2017 the window of a property on at Gordon Avenue was smashed. 

Throughout the month there were several incidents reported regarding youths on dirt bikes near Bannockrigg.

Throughout the month there were several calls regarding youths behaving in an antisocial manner, drinking alcohol and setting off fireworks at various locations in Bonnyrigg.

There were 5 reports of theft or attempt theft of number plates from various locations in Bonnyrigg.

Since the restrictions at Lasswade Primary School were put in place a 70 year old male and 35 year old female have been charged with driving a prohibited vehicle within a restricted zone. The educational phase regarding this has ended and there will be exception given to any drivers who chose to drive within this zone within the restricted times. 

Police have been carrying out proactive speed checks at Hillhead and Wadingburn Road. Several warnings have been issued, but no offences detected. As we enter the festive season several officers have been assigned to’ Operation Jingle’ and will solely be assigned to targeting
Violence and disorder

Antisocial behaviour

Acquisitive crime 

Drug Misuse

Road safety and road crime

And keeping people safe. This operation will run up until the beginning of January.
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If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer PC Daniel Lennie or PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email: daniel.lennie@Scotland.pnn.police.uk, jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DA commented on the issue of speeding at Wadingburn.  

6.2
The Licensing Officer was asked to look at where alcohol was being sold within the Co-op in Bonnyrigg.

  6.3
Dog litter continues to be an issue.  
6.4
Midlothian Council would be informed the next day of its budget allocation.  The Council had not yet announced its budget cuts

7.
AOB

7.1
SW asked if was possible to have a road sign erected to identify the location of Dalhousie Chester Cottages.  Recently an ambulance responding to a call had been unable to find it and it also caused a problem for delivery drivers.  Cllr DA said she would pass on the request to the relevant officials.                       Action: Cllr DA
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 10 January 2018
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