POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on 8 February 2017

Present:             
J French, F Warner, A Munro, A Thomson and D West

In Attendance:
Cllr B Constable; PC J Wall, Mr & Mrs B Cunningham, and

                                    J Aitchison

Apologies:
Cllrs I Baxter and D Milligan, K and M Fuller, S Waterston, J Weir, J Bernard

1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1
JF commented on PDCC’s new ‘residence’.  From now all meetings would be held at Lasswade High School Centre.

2.
Minutes of Meeting of 11 January 2017 and Matters Arising

2.1       Item 6.3.   Everyone sent their regards to Bonnyrigg Rose FC after their game against Hibs.  It had been a great effort and they had been very well supported by the people of Bonnyrigg.
2.2
The minutes of the meeting were approved.  Proposed by JF, Seconded by AM.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of Account as at 8 February 2017
Bank                                 Cash

B/F



    

451.18
                             12.74
Income:   Interest                                               0.09
Expenditure:  Nil                    



Account as at 8 March 2017                          451.27                             12.74   

Total Bank & Cash                                         464.01
3.2        The 2017-18 grant from Midlothian Council was still pending.


4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Confirmation was received of the booking of a room at Lasswade High School Centre for future meetings of PDCC for the remainder of the year.  Booking would be extended at the end of the period for the following year.
4.2
Details had been received about the nomination form to be used for any future PDCC elections.
4.3
The date for the next Health and Social Care Hot Topics Group was Thursday 23 February at Penicuik Town Hall.  The topic for the meeting was ‘a good plan’ and would be discussing different aspects of planning ahead in health and social care. 

4.4
Correspondence was received from the Midlothian Federation of Community Councils (MFCC) inviting PDCC to a workshop event on Saturday 18 February to enable MFCC to put together a community response to the Scottish Government’s proposals for changes to the planning system.  It was agreed to tender apologies as PDCC was not a member of the MFCC.

5. 
 Police Report

During the month of January in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 45 recorded crimes reported, of which 20 were solved (44% solvency). During this time period, there were 308 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
On 3rd February 2017, at Bonnyrigg Medical Practice, High Street a 43 year old man was given a police warning after causing a disturbance.

Between 1am and 9am on 5th February 2017, a shed at a property at Ramsay Cottages was broken into and two motorbikes were stolen from within. These were a blue Yamaha PW50 and a white Suzuki Cougar.

On 8th February, a number of items – which are believed to have been stolen – were recovered from an address in Sherwood Loan. Police enquiries are continuing.

Sometime between 3pm on 7th February and 3pm on 8th February, a grey coloured Vauxhall motorcar, parked in Wolsey Avenue had damaged caused to its bodywork on the driver’s side.

About 6pm on 10th February a snowball containing a stone was thrown at a window in Rowan Gardens damaging the glass pane.

About 6:10pm on 13th February a road traffic accident occurred on Polton Road West and a male made off from the scene. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the driver.

About 7:40pm on 13th February a male youth caused a disturbance on Eskdale Drive. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the male youth.

About 7:49pm on 13th February on the High Street a Lothian Bus Window was broken by a thrown object. The suspects are described as white males aged between 11-12 years old.

About 4:40pm on 16th February on Eskdale Drive a mobile phone was stolen. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the suspect.

About 1:30am on 19th of February, following a disturbance on Lothian Street a male was reported to the Procurator Fiscal for possession of an offensive weapon.

About 9.15am on 20th February a young male, approximately 15 years old, was seen to make off from Co-Op, High Street after stealing a quantity of alcohol. He was described as 5’7”, short dark hair, black hoodie, white shirt, black trousers, green Adidas trainers.

About 2.15pm on 21st February police were called to Lasswade Road after a quantity of cannabis plants were found discarded by the roadside.

About 8.05pm on 23rd February a window was smashed at a property on Hawthornden Avenue.

About 1:05pm on 26th February a Vauxhall Astra was stopped in Polton Avenue Road and a male and female were reported to the Procurator Fiscal for various motoring offences and the vehicle seized.

About 3pm on 26th of February a stolen black Seat Leon was recovered by police on Argyll Place and returned to its owner.

About 12pm on 27th of February a quantity of alcohol was stolen by a male from the Co-Op High Street, the male was later charged with the theft. 

There have been a number of calls regarding youths climbing on roofs of buildings in Bonnyrigg over the past month and we are aware of this increase in anti social behaviour and are targeting our patrols to deal with the issue.

We have issued a further 19 parking tickets in February to vehicles parked illegally in the disabled parking bays at the Lasswade Centre. We also spoke to numerous other drivers regarding being parked in the bays without a blue badge. However progress is being made as we have attended when there were 8 cars parked in the bays and all were displaying a blue badge.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jack Wall via 101 or email:  LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.   Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).
Your View Counts
Police Scotland consults with the public every year on what their priorities are for policing in their community. In the past this has always been by hard copy consultation questionnaires which were distributed by police officers within the community. This year, Police Scotland's consultation process is widening and becoming more flexible. The consultation process is moving online to a digital format and consultation will be open all year. The public consultation is for you to tell us what is important to you in your community. Your opinion is valued – we need your opinion to inform our policing. Having your say in the decision making process of Police Scotland is a vital tool for residents of Scotland to be able to shape the way their public services should operate. Everyone's views across Scotland will be taken on board at a national and local level. We want you to help us focus on the priorities that will help communities most. There is no 'one size fits all' approach to local policing and all the needs and wants of individual communities will be considered. This is the first time Police Scotland’s public consultation is being hosted on a digital platform. This allows us to reach a much wider audience than ever before, ensuring that everyone can have their say.  

The online consultation is open all year which allows you to take part when it suits you but also gives the flexibility of being able to re-submit the consultation if your priorities change. It's a very simple process that should only take a few moments of your time but will shape the way that policing is coordinated across Scotland and in your local community. We will keep you updated on our quarterly results. The consultation will be a completely transparent process as it's all about your priorities. Find out more by visiting www.scotland.police.uk/yourviewcounts 
5.2
It was noted that 26 tickets had been issued due to illegal parking in the disabled bays at Lasswade High School Centre.

5.3
Mrs Cunningham asked if Traffic Police could be sited on Polton Road West. PC Wall undertook to ask if that would be possible.                                                       Action: PC Wall 

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr BC reported on the 3% increase in the Council tax and that Midlothian Council had been the first report on it.  The council tax represented only 15% of the Council’s income so would not make a huge difference to the budget.
6.2
The former Hopefield school site would be a one stream denomination school to replace St Mary’s Primary.  The other stream would be for the overflow from Burnbrae Primary.
6.3
There was no intention to see the end of the Bonnyrigg Christmas lights.  It cost around £20,000 to erect them.  It had been agreed to review the issue and how the money was raised was open to discussion.  It was reported that Cllr IB had suggested local business sponsorship.

6.4
Public meetings would be held on participatory budgeting with decisions taken by the local community and not just community councils.  The community at large would be invited to participate and should look out for information about the meetings.

6.5
At a recent planning meeting all attending had agreed that they did not want another fast food outlet next to Barnardos.  They did not want children using fast food. The application had been turned down but had subsequently gone to appeal at the Scottish Government and was upheld.  The Scottish Government did not always back local authorities.  The food outlet would be opening soon.  
6.6
Police Scotland had withdrawn the parking warden.  An application had been made for the decriminalisation of parking.  It was likely to cost Midlothian Council around £30,000-£50,000 per annum.
7.
AOB

7.1
FW attended the official opening of BrightSparks.   It was a wonderful facility and the future plans for the outside space would enhance the provision even more.

7.2
DW commented on the walkway to Hopefield and the issue around the banking.  Cllr DM had taken up the cause and there was no talk of replacing the banking.  Taylor Wimpey and Walker Homes would be involved.
7.3
DW referred to the path at the back of the Skeltiemuir estate that was supposed to have been developed into a proper path. There was an issue over ownership and no action had been taken as yet. He was under the impression that Taylor Wimpey was responsible for paying for the path.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 8 March 2017 at Lasswade High School Centre.
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