POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 8 MARCH 2017
Present:        J French (Chair), F Warner, A Munro, S Waterston and D West
Attending      Cllrs I Baxter, B Constable and D Milligan, PC D Lennie, J Bernard,

                       Mr & Mrs Cunningham, and J Aitchison

Apologies      K Fuller, M Fuller, S-J Reid, A Thompson and J Weir

1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and referred to the Skeltiemuir Residents’ Association meeting held on 7 March.  There were interesting developments regarding the school and a number of changes happening there.
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 February and Matters Arising
2.1
Item 6.5 Rather than a food outlet, a café and soft play area application had now been made for the vacant unit.
2.2
Item 7.2, line 2   amend ‘no talk’ to read ‘now talk’.

2.3
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by AM.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of Account as at 8 March 2017


                                                          Bank                              Cash

            B/F                                                     464.01                            12.74

            Income:   Nil                      

            Expenditure:  Nil
            Bank:                                                   451.27                            
            Cash:                                                    12.74          

           Total cash and bank:                            464.01
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
The rescheduled ‘A Good Plan’ Hot Topics Meeting which was previously cancelled due to bad weather would now be held on Thursday 30 March from 2-4pm in Penicuik Town Hall.  

4.2
A meeting would be held on 9 March to discuss the development of the former Hopefield School site.

5.
Police Report
During the month of February in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 45 recorded crimes reported, of which 20 were solved (44% solvency). During this time period, there were 308 calls to Police Scotland. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE

On 3rd February 2017, at Bonnyrigg Medical Practice, High Street a 43 year old man was given a police warning after causing a disturbance.

Between 1am and 9am on 5th February 2017, a shed at a property at Ramsay Cottages was broken into and two motorbikes were stolen from within. These were a blue Yamaha PW50 and a white Suzuki Cougar.

On 8th February, a number of items – which are believed to have been stolen – were recovered from an address in Sherwood Loan. Police enquiries are continuing.

Sometime between 3pm on 7th February and 3pm on 8th February, a grey coloured Vauxhall motorcar, parked in Wolsey Avenue had damaged caused to its bodywork on the driver’s side.

About 6pm on 10th February a snowball containing a stone was thrown at a window in Rowan Gardens damaging the glass pane.

About 6:10pm on 13th February a road traffic accident occurred on Polton Road West and a male made off from the scene. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the driver.

About 7:40pm on 13th February a male youth caused a disturbance on Eskdale Drive. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the male youth.

About 7:49pm on 13th February on the High Street a Lothian Bus Window was broken by a thrown object. The suspects are described as white males aged between 11-12 years old.

About 4:40pm on 16th February on Eskdale Drive a mobile phone was stolen. Police are following positive lines of enquiry to identify the suspect.

About 1:30am on 19th of February, following a disturbance on Lothian Street a male was reported to the Procurator Fiscal for possession of an offensive weapon.

About 9.15am on 20th February a young male, approximately 15 years old, was seen to make off from Co-Op, High Street after stealing a quantity of alcohol. He was described as 5’7”, short dark hair, black hoodie, white shirt, black trousers, green Adidas trainers.

About 2.15pm on 21st February police were called to Lasswade Road after a quantity of cannabis plants were found discarded by the roadside.

About 8.05pm on 23rd February a window was smashed at a property on Hawthornden Avenue.

About 1:05pm on 26th February a Vauxhall Astra was stopped in Polton Avenue Road and a male and female were reported to the Procurator Fiscal for various motoring offences and the vehicle seized.

About 3pm on 26th of February a stolen black Seat Leon was recovered by police on Argyll Place and returned to its owner.

About 12pm on 27th of February a quantity of alcohol was stolen by a male from the Co-Op High Street, the male was later charged with the theft. 

There have been a number of calls regarding youths climbing on roofs of buildings in Bonnyrigg over the past month and we are aware of this increase in anti social behaviour and are targeting our patrols to deal with the issue.

Since 1 January 50 parking tickets have been issued to vehicles parked illegally in the disabled parking bays at the Lasswade Centre, including 19 parking tickets issued in February.  We also spoke to numerous other drivers regarding being parked in the bays without a blue badge. However progress is being made as we have attended when there were 8 cars parked in the bays and all were displaying a blue badge.  There would be an article in the Advertiser about inappropriate parking in disabled parking bays.  
As regards vehicles speeding on Polton Road there was very specific criteria for the use of traffic vans.  The criteria set was predetermined by statistics.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer PC Jack Wall via 101 or email: LothianScotBordersPenicuikCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website. Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr IB said work was winding down towards the council elections in May.  He had attended a meeting during the week about Burnbrae Primary which was attended by around 60 or so parents.  Everyone was assuming the process of the consultation was for a new school which was not the case.  Those parents who attended were happy with a joint campus with St Mary’s but preferred a different named school.  
6.2
The walkway/cycleway behind the Waverley’s had been cut back and was now much lighter.

6.3
Flags on the bus stops at Hopefield have finally been erected.  There were still issues with street signage but it was being resolved.

6.4
Litter on the distributor road was an issue but was being monitored.

6.5
Cllr DM referred to the Council’s budget and said he had asked the Head of Finance about the issue of Christmas lights for the whole of Midlothian.  He was advised that the money for the lights has been removed.   Cllr DM reported that there was a deficit of £4m in the Council’s budget for 2017-18 and the only way to resolve it was through cuts to services.  Very difficult decisions would need to be made about savings and he did not know how that was going to be achieved.
6.6
Cllr BC agreed with Cllr DM about the budget and said that projected figures were going to be very difficult for the next council.  He also confirmed that it was his last PDCC meeting as he was standing down at the local authority elections in May.   PDCC wished him well in his retirement and thanked him for his attendance at the meetings over many years.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12 April 2017.  The AGM would be held prior to the meeting,
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