POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 12 APRIL 2017

Present:        J French (Chair), F Warner, A Munro, S Waterston and D West

Attending      Cllr D Milligan, PC P McDonald, Mr & Mrs Cunningham, J Aitchison,
                       and J Bernard

Apologies      K Fuller, M Fuller, S-J Reid, A Thompson and J Weir

1.
Chair’s Remarks

1.1
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 March 2017 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by SW and seconded by DW.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of Account as at 12 April 2017

                                                       

  Bank                                 Cash  
            B/F                                                  
 451.27

       12.74

            Income:   Nil                                       
            Expenditure:  Web subscription     
   29.95
            Bank:                                                   421.32   

                        

            Cash:                                                    12.74          

           Total cash and bank:                            434.06
3.2
Midlothian Council grant was still pending.
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Request received from the Galaday Committee for sponsorship of an event.  It was agreed to give £200.

4.2
A round table briefing event for community councils with Mark Ruskell MSP was being held at Holyrood on 20 April.  FW would attend.                       Action:  FW
4.3
A Rail Awareness Open Day was being held on Wednesday 3 May 2017 at Waverley Station to promote what ScotRail did for existing and potential rail users with reduced mobility or simply those needing assistance with their journeys.  Further information and details of the event would be posted on the PDCC website.
4.4
A new massage therapy service had been started in Midlothian. Anyone, including carers, who have been affected by cancer, was entitled to 6 free sessions. Appointments were available every second Friday at Midlothian Community Hospital. Further information would be posted on the PDCC website.

4.5
The Scottish Government was currently running a public consultation on unconventional oil and gas in Scotland. The consultation could be read and responded to via the Scottish Government’s consultation platform, Citizen Space.  Details of that and additional information would be posted on the PDCC website.

4.6
Summary details regarding the obligations of public bodies to consult community councils on planning issues had been received. 
5.
Police Report

5.1
During the month of March in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 77 recorded crimes reported, of which 30 were solved (39% solvency). During this time period, there were 378 calls to Police Scotland. 

5.2
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

About 2.35pm on Wednesday 1st March 2017, at Co Op High Street Bonnyrigg, a woman stole 2 bottles of alcohol. Police are following a positive line of inquiry. 

Overnight on Thursday 2nd March 2017, a black Suzuki S-cross car parked on Hawthornden Ave, Bonnyrigg was damaged.

Between 10pm on Friday 3 and 11 am on Saturday 4 March someone attempted to break into a Vauxhall Corsa parked on Polton Ave Road, Bonnyrigg. 

About 2pm on Saturday 4 March 2017 a window was broken at a property in Park Road Bonnyrigg.

Between Friday 3 and Monday 6 March 2017, at Hawthornden Primary School several windows were broken.

About 1040hrs, Tuesday 7 March 2017, a 45yr old female was arrested for assaulting her elderly neighbour in Cockpen View, Bonnyrigg.

About 1830hrs, Tuesday 7 March 2017, a female entered Tesco Express, Rosewell Road, and stole £30 of stock.

About 1830hrs, Tuesday 7 March 2017, a female entered The CO-OP, High Street, Bonnyrigg and stole £91 of stock. She has been arrested and reported for a large number of similar offences throughout Midlothian.

Between 2000hrs Tuesday 7 and 0500hrs Wednesday 8 March 2017 at Castell Maynes Crescent, Bonnyrigg a house was entered and various items including a car were stolen. 

About 1350hrs, Thursday 9 March 2017 a male shoplifter ran off from Lloyds Pharmacy, High Street, Bonnyrigg after stealing a toothbrush.

About 2020hrs, Thursday 9 March 2017, a male and female entered Tesco Express, Rosewell Road, Bonnyrigg and stole a large value of cleaning materials.

      On Friday 10 March 2017 a 33yr old female was arrested for drugs supply offences   
involving children in the Bonnyrigg area the previous day.

On Friday 10 March 2017 a male was arrested following a minor disturbance at The Chase, Polton Street, Bonnyrigg. He was released later that weekend but returned on Sunday 12 March and was again arrested. 

On Friday 10 March 2017, about 2240hrs, a male suffered facial injuries as a result of a glass being thrown at him within the car park of The Calderwood, Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg.

About 0230hrs, Saturday 11 March 2017 a male was charged with assault following a minor disturbance in Dalhousie drive, Bonnyrigg.

About 1845hrs, Saturday 11 March 2017 a window was broken at a property in Waverley Crescent, Bonnyrigg by persons unknown.

Between 1730hrs and 2100hrs, Saturday 11 March 2017 a house at Rose Way, Bonnyrigg was entered and items including keys for a vehicle were stolen. The vehicle was also stolen and recovered later in the Edinburgh area.

About 0100hrs, Sunday 12 March following a disturbance in High Street, Bonnyrigg a male suffered serious facial injuries.

At 2200hrs, Sunday 17 March 2017 a male was taken to hospital following a reaction to controlled drugs he consumed within The Calderwood, Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg. 

About 12.45pm on Monday 13 March it was discovered that a car parked on Gordon Avenue, Bonnyrigg had been scratched.

About 6pm on Monday 13 March it was discovered that a window at a property on Sherwood Place, Bonnyrigg had been broken after something had been thrown at it. 

About 5.15pm on Friday 17 March a large group of youths were congregating around Dickson Grove, Bonnyrigg and causing annoyance. 

Police attended with the youths running off. A quantity of discarded alcohol was seized by police. 

About 11pm on Friday 17 March a 31 year old male was arrested on Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg and held in police custody for his appearance at Edinburgh Sheriff Court for drink drive offences.


About 4pm on Saturday 18 March a group of youths were reported on the roof of a 
shop on Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg. The youths made off from police on arrival. 

About 8pm on Sunday 19 March police were called to a property on High Street, Bonnyrigg after a group of youths were caught throwing stones. Police attended with no damage caused.

On Friday 24 March 2017, a drugs warrant was executed at an address in Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg and a 38-year-old woman was reported for drugs offences.

On Friday 24 March 2017, a drugs warrant was executed at an address in Campview Road, Bonnyrigg and a 46 year old woman and 19 year old man were reported for drugs offences.

Overnight on Friday 24 March 2017, a Red Honda Civic parked on Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg was damaged.

About 1.50pm on Saturday 25 March 2017, cones and wood on Dobbies Road, Bonnyrigg were set alight.

Overnight on Saturday 25 March 2017, a property in Campview Road, Bonnyrigg was broken into vehicle keys and a Kia Sportage was stolen as well as items from within. 

Over the weekend of Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 March 2017, at Cockpen Cemetery, Bonnyrigg, flowers have been stolen from 2 gravesides. 

About 9.40pm on Sunday 26 March 2017, a member of staff at Tesco Express Rosewell Road, Bonnyrigg was assaulted by a customer. 

At 1840hrs, Monday 27 March 2017, youths were seen running along the roofs of the shops in Polton Street, Bonnyrigg.

About 1845hrs, Tuesday 28 March 2017, a complaint was received reporting youths potentially taking drugs in Dickson Grove, Bonnyrigg. 

Between 1030hrs, Tuesday 28 March and 1350hrs, Thursday 30 March 2017 an attempt was made to enter a house in the Broomieknowe Gardens area of Bonnyrigg. 

5.3
There have been a number of calls regarding youths climbing on roofs of buildings in Bonnyrigg over the past month and we are aware of this increase in anti social behaviour and are targeting our patrols to deal with the issue. There has also been a slight rise in general youth ASB within the Bonnyrigg area ranging from stone throwing and verbal abuse to underage drinking.  We have issued more Fixed Penalty Parking Tickets this month to vehicles parked illegally in the disabled parking bays at the Lasswade Centre. We also spoke to numerous other drivers regarding being parked in the bays without a blue badge. However the message would seem to be getting through that enforcement action will be taken as the mere sight of a Police vehicle or Police Officer has vehicles moving quickly away from the bays. 
5.4
Hawthornden Primary School had 120 roof lights and 45 double glazed units vandalised.  No one living nearby saw or heard anything.  The damage caused was estimated to be between £12,000 and £30,000. No one had called the Police at the time of the incident.
If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer PC Daniel Lennie via 101 or email: daniel.lennie@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

Additional Information
Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website. Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and@MidLothPolice) and Facebook
(www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and
www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).   Your View Counts Police Scotland consults with the public every year on what their priorities are for policing in their community. In the past this has always been by hard copy consultation questionnaires which were distributed by police officers within the community. This year, Police Scotland's consultation process is widening and becoming more flexible. The consultation process is moving online to a digital format   and consultation will be open all year. The public consultation is for you to tell us what is important to you in your community. Your opinion is valued – we need your opinion to inform our policing. 



6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DM referred to the 100 additional houses that had been approved at Burnbrae at the end of 2016 without additional education provision.

6.2
HS10 site.  Developers with continued objections have now gone top appeal which Cllr DM believed would be successful.  Consent for 28 houses at the moment had been agreed with the proviso that a bridge be built.  However Midlothian Council wanted a roundabout which would not happen. 
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 10 April 2017.  
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