POLTONHALL AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 14 MARCH 2018

Present:
J French (Chair), F Warner, A Munro, D West, and J Aitchison

Attending:
Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay Douglas, PC H Mason, and J Bernard

Apologies:
A Thomson, S Waterston, S-J Reid, Mr & Mrs B Cunningham and 


Cllr D Alexander 

1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 February 2018 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by JA.
3.
Finance Report

3.1    Statement of Account as at 14 March 2018




                    Bank                                   Cash

B/F                                                            754.52                                  12.74

Income: Nil

Expenditure: Nil

Cash:                                                                                                      12.74

Total cash and bank:                                767.26

4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
As part of its consultation with the local community, Taylor Wimpey held a public exhibition on 8 March 2018.  The aim was to share its emerging proposals to ensure everyone was informed of the phase of the new development at Dalhousie Chesters.
4.2
FW contacted Lothian Buses regarding the decision to revert service no. 49 to a single decker bus which was causing capacity problems at certain times of the day, particularly for passengers boarding at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, many of whom had to stand due to lack of available seats.  The response from Lothian Buses advised that “its schedules department continue to monitor and analyse passenger numbers on all routes and should they decide that they require to increase the frequency then they implement such where resources permit and it is financially viable to do so”.  They also advised that “having spoken to our schedules department they have stated a single decker bus matches passenger usage throughout the day and across the route”.   
4.3
An invitation was received from Penicuik Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) to consider nominating a Trustee to sit on its Board.  Penicuik CAB provides outreach advice clinics twice a week in Loanhead and once a week in the Lasswade Library. The Board meets almost every month at 5pm in the CAB premises.   Due to its location FW was unable to attend the Board meetings and no other PDCC member was able to take up the invitation.  Penicuik CAB would be advised.         Action: FW 

5. 
Police Report

During the month of February 2018 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 56 recorded crimes reported, of which 18 were solved (32% solvency). During this time period, there were 260 calls to Police Scotland. 
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

About 1700hrs, Friday 2nd February 2018 in Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg the driver of a Lamborghini motor car was reported for driving without insurance. The vehicle was seized and impounded.

Between Saturday 3rd February 2018 and Tuesday 5th February 2018 a sculpture within King George V Park, Bonnyrigg was damaged. 

Overnight between Monday 5th February 2018 and Tuesday 6th February 2018 a Peugeot motor car was entered and money stolen from within whilst parked in Durham Bank, Bonnyrigg.

Between 1530hrs, Monday 5th February 2018 and 0830hrs, Tuesday 6th February 2018, a red coloured Integer 26 mountain bike was stolen from outside an address in Myre Court, Bonnyrigg. 

Overnight between Monday 5th February 2018 and Tuesday 6th February 2018 whilst parked in Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg a Chevrolet motor car was entered. Nothing was stolen.

Between 2130hrs, Monday 5th February 2018 and 0800hrs, Tuesday 6th February 2018 whilst parked in Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg a Mercedes motor car was entered and golf clubs stolen from within. 

About 0850hrs, Tuesday 6th February 2018, the owner of an Audi motor car parked in Burnbrae Terrace, Bonnyrigg noticed that his vehicle had been entered overnight and a briefcase stolen from within. 

Between 2100hrs, Monday 5th February 2018 and 0830hrs, Tuesday 6th February 2018, a Vauxhall Zafira motor car parked in South Chesters Drive, Bonnyrigg was entered and searched. Nothing was stolen. 

About 1220hrs, Thursday 8th February 2018, a 35yr old male was reported for driving a Ford Transit motor vehicle in Cuguen Place, Lasswade whilst under the influence of alcohol, with no driving licence and no insurance. 

Following a collision between a parked car and his vehicle at Hillhead, Bonnyrigg, which occurred about 1140hrs, Saturday 10th February 2018 a 37yr old male has been reported for a driving offence. 

About 1300hrs, Saturday 10th February 2018, a 38yr old female was detained by staff at the Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg having been seen stealing meat products. She was reported for the offence. 

About 1450hrs, Saturday 10th February 2018 during a vehicle speeding check at Hillhead, Bonnyrigg a 25yr old male was issued with a Recorded Police Warning for possessing a controlled drug.  

About 1845hrs, Saturday 10th February 2018, a window was smashed at a house in Skeltiemuir Avenue, Bonnyrigg. 

On Monday 12th February 2018, about 1600hrs, in Moorfoot View, Bonnyrigg a female was issue with a Recorded Police Warning having been found in possession of a small amount of controlled drugs. 

About 2150hrs, Monday 12th February 2018, a house in Royal Scots Medway, Bonnyrigg had its front window smashed. 

Between 21:15 and 21:40 hours, Friday 16th February 2018, a van window was smashed on Dobbies Road, Bonnyrigg.

Overnight between 16th – 17th February 2018 a vehicle was broken into on Dickson Grove, Bonnyrigg and a case of beer stolen from within.

About 1300 hours on Sunday 18th February 2018 a 46 year old male was arrested and charged for possessing an offensive weapon at New Poltonhall, Bonnyrigg.

About 1500 hours on Sunday 18th February 2018 a quantity of meat was stolen from the Co-op, Bonnyrigg.  The male responsible is white, about 50 years old, 5’10”, average build, with stubble, wearing a large olive coloured hat and a jacket.

About 1955hrs, Monday 19th February 2018 a female, aged about 30yrs, about 5’4”, wearing a black jacket entered Tesco Express, Rosewell Road, Bonnyrigg and stole meat from the refrigerated display.

About 1745hrs, Wednesday 21st February 2018, a female aged about 30, wearing a blue coat entered the Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg and stole meat from the display.

About 2145hrs, Wednesday 21st February 2018, 2 males wearing dark tracksuits ran into the Tesco Express, Rosewell Road and stole two cases of beer. 

About 1930hrs, Tuesday 27th February 2018 a female wearing a purple jacket and a white hat stole meat from the display at the Co-op, High Street, Bonnyrigg. 

We are still carrying out pro-active speed checks at Hillhead and Wadingburn Road, and other areas in and around Bonnyrigg following concerns raised by local residents. 

Unit Pricing of Alcohol

Police Scotland is committed to keeping people in our communities safe and ensuring we provide a service in times of crisis and need. Through public consultations, communities throughout Scotland have made it clear that tackling violence and disorder is of paramount importance. Excessive consumption of alcohol is often directly responsible for such criminal acts and therefore Police Scotland supports any measure that could potentially have a positive impact on alcohol fueled crime and disorder. 

The specific question as to the price of a unit of alcohol is not one that Police Scotland will make direct comment on, at this time, however we will work in partnership through the Evaluation Advisory Group  to evaluate the impact of this legislation, taking cognisance of a variety of factors including the unit price
If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Daniel Lennie or PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email:  daniel.lennie@Scotland.pnn.police.uk jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website. Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision  and 
www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice)

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DM referred to snow clearing during the recent bad weather and said that the public’s expectation of what should be done was not the same as the Council’s capacity to do so.  Seven gritters had been working 24/7 and staff had done exceptional work to keep roads safe.   He also acknowledged the work of the voluntary sector in helping to clear streets.   As regards grit bins there was a need to consider where best to locate them. 
6.2
It was noted that the Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights would [probably need a further £12k with the Lights Committee meeting in a few days time to consider the position.  A report would be submitted to Midlothian Council but there was unlikely to any free money available.   Cllr DM said there was a need for a fundamental look at how community events were funded and how different community funding was prioritised.

6.3
Cllr JLD said that during the recent bad weather she had highlighted to Ricky Moffat those areas where the elderly lived and roads and not been cleared.
6.4
Dog fouling was still an issue high on people’s agenda but there was no easy answer to the problem.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11 April 2018 at 7.45pm following the AGM at 7.30pm
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