POLTONHALL AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 11 APRIL 2018

Present:
J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, J French, A Munro, A Thomson, D West 

Attending:
Cllrs D Milligan, D Alexander and J Lay Douglas, PCs J Cassidy and 

H Mason, Mr & Mrs B Cunningham 
Apologies:       S Waterston, S-J Reid, J Bernard




1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   JA welcomed everyone to his first meeting as Chair.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 March 2018 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JF and seconded by DW
3.
Finance Report

3.1    Statement of Account as at 14 March 2018




                    Bank                                   Cash

B/F                                                            771.83                                  12.74

Income:  Interest                                           0.09
                MFCC                                          62.50

Expenditure: Nil

Bank:                                                         774.42

Cash:                                                                                                      12.74

Total cash and bank:                                 787.16
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Correspondence received from VOCAL – Voice of Carers Across Lothian setting out the April – July 2018 carer learning and peer/social events.  Details would be added to the PDCC webpage.
4.2
Midlothian Council has prepared a new Development Plan Scheme (number 10).  It contained a timetable and set out engagement activities for the second Local Development Plan (LDP2).  Details would be added to the PDCC webpage.

4.3
Correspondence and documents were received from Zurich Insurance regarding PDCC’s insurance for the year to April 2019. Although Highland Council was no longer administering the insurance for community councils it would still continue to be paid by the Council.  No action required by PDCC.
5. 
Police Report

During the month of March 2018 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 80 recorded crimes reported, of which 40 were solved (50% solvency). During this time period, there were 331 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

About 6:30pm on Sunday the 4th of March a woman stole a bottle of alcohol from the Calderwood pub and shortly thereafter stole 4 Easter eggs from Spar. The woman was known to staff at both locations.

About 08:30am on Monday the 5th of March a 38 year old male was charged after causing a disturbance outside a property in Sherwood Court.

About 12pm on Monday the 5th of March a woman stole false eyelashes from Lloyds Pharmacy. Police enquiries are ongoing.

About 2:50pm on Tuesday the 6th of March a 60 year old man was issued a recorded police warning after being seen urinating in the street at Dundas Street.

About 4pm on Friday the 9th of March a man stole a quantity of alcohol from Tesco Express.

About 5:40pm on Friday the 9th of March a man driving a Seat car was stopped on Moorfoot View after it was established that there was no policy of insurance in place. The vehicle was seized and the man charged.

About 11pm on Saturday the 10th of March a Kia car had its rear window smashed whilst parked on Sawmill Court.

About 1:10pm on Monday the 12th of March a man stole a quantity of meat from Spar.

About 2pm on Monday the 12th of March a man stole a quantity of meat from Co-op.

About 6pm on Tuesday the 13th of March a man stole a quantity of coffee from Tesco Express.

About 1:30pm on Wednesday the 14th of March a 23 year old man was issued a recorded police warning for causing a disturbance at Sherwood Place.

About 4:20pm on Friday the 16th of March 2 men were disturbed attempting to break in to a shed at Dundas Park.

About 9:40pm on Friday the 16th of March a properties window was smashed at Dalhousie Place.

About 12:20am on Saturday the 24th of March a cars windscreen was smashed whilst parked on Rosewell Road.

About 11:10pm on Saturday the 24th of March a 42 year old man was arrested and charged after being reported acting suspiciously on Cameron Crescent. Several items of stolen property were recovered from him.

About 8am on Monday the 26th March a car parked on Eskdale Terrace, Bonnyrigg was found to have a damaged bonnet with a number of scratches in the paintwork.

About 6.30pm on Monday 26th of March a drug search warrant was executed at an address on Andy Kelly View, Bonnyrigg. A 41 year old woman and a 29 year old man have been charged and a report submitted to the procurator fiscal.

About 8pm on Wednesday the 28th of March, a driver was issued with an Anti-Social Behaviour Order (ASBO) due to the manner of his driving on Rosewell Road.

On the evening of Friday the 30th of March a 26 year old man was issued with a fixed penalty ticket by police after refusing to leave a licensed premises on Dundas Street.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email: jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
5.2
There have been several incidents relating to youths causing issues throughout the Bonnyrigg area, all of which have been dealt with robustly.

5.3
Police have received reports of suspected speeding at Hillhead and the Viewbank area of Bonnyrigg. Static speed checks have been carried out at these locations, but no issues identified. Checks will continue to be carried out at these locations as well as other locations in Bonnyrigg. Also, on this note our Safety Camera Unit has confirmed that this year between January and February on Lasswade Road (between Wadingburn Road and The Edinburgh City Bypass) there has been a total of 20 hours deployment resulting in 24 speeding offences detected.  Polton Road would be policed with a speed gun during the coming weekend.  Mrs Cunningham asked about the possibility of a safety camera unit being sited on Polton Road. 

5.4
There had been a number of hate crime incidents.  Police were working with those most vulnerable such as users of the Orchard Centre and the Mosque.

5.5        Midlothian Police Facebook page would give details of PC Cassidy’s drop in surgery at the Pitcairn Centre on Thursdays probably between 2pm and 4pm and possibly at Lasswade High School Centre in the evening.

5.6
It was confirmed that the second CAT Team was now operational.

5.7
Additional Information
Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DM reported that the current big issue was the Scottish Government Reporters’ agreed development of HS10 with a further school provision for which they considered there was sufficient space.  Cllr DM said it was a disgraceful decision as there was enough room at Bonnyrigg Primary and the new school at Hopefield when built.   It was also noted that there was no contribution by the developers to either health services or sustainable bus services.

6.2 
Cllr DM said that in his view the timetable of August 2019 for the opening of the new Hopefield Primary School did not seem achievable.
6.3
The were ongoing discussions with different boys’ clubs and community groups about taking over the ownership of buildings which in turn could open doors for additional grant funding.  However any business plan placed before Midlothian Council had to be very sound.
6.4 
Cllr DA said that Catherine Duns was hoping to promote community work and whether group had the capacity and capability of taking over projects.
7.
Any Other Business
7.1
It was noted that unusually there had been no request received from Poltonhall Galaday Committee for sponsorship funding from PDCC as the Galaday was being held on Sunday 3 June 2018.   It was agreed to email the Committee and invite them to the next PDCC meeting.                                                       Action: FW
7.2
 JF was thanked for his 3 year tenure as Chair and for his 8 years as a member of PDCC, both of which were much appreciated.    He would be greatly missed!   

7.3
JA had agreed to take over as Chair and was reassured that he would be fully supported in the role! 

Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be put back a week and would be held on Wednesday 16 May 2018
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