POLTONHALL AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 13 JUNE 2018

Present:
J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner,  A Thomson, A Munro, S Waterston and 

D West 

Attending:
Cllrs D Milligan and D Alexander, PC J Cassidy, J Bernard, and 


            Mr & Mrs    B Cunningham 

Apologies        E Spence and S-J Reid



1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   JA welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 16 May 2018 and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 6.4 - amend ‘Cllr DS’ to read ‘Cllr DA’

2.2
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JB and seconded by DW
3.
Finance Report

3.1    Statement of Account as at 13 June 2018




                    Bank                                   Cash

B/F                                                            787.16                                  00.00
Income:  Nil

Expenditure: 
Poltonhall Galaday 


       250.00

Gift Voucher



         50.00
Total cash and bank:                                 487.16
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1
Nothing to report.
5. 
Police Report

During the month of May 2018 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 76 recorded crimes reported, of which 40 were solved (50% solvency). During this time period, there were 363 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
5.2
About 6am on Wednesday 9th of May police recovered a golf buggy on the pathway near to Auld Coal Rise, Bonnyrigg, which was later discovered to have been stolen from Broomieknowe Golf Course.
About 1.30am on Wednesday 9th of May an attempt was made to break into a business premises on High Street, Bonnyrigg by the culprits throwing a brick through the window. No access was gained and they made off on the alarm activating. 
About 3.15pm on Friday 11th of May police stopped a car on Cameron Crescent, Bonnyrigg. The 25 year old male driver was arrested for drug driving and a report has been submitted to the Procurator Fiscal. A 30 year old male passenger was issued with a restorative police warning for possession of cannabis. 
About 5pm on Friday 11th of May a car parked on Durham Place, Bonnyrigg had its wing mirror broken off by a suspect male, approx. 16 years old, short dark hair, light trousers, black top.
About 1.30am on Sunday 13th of May on Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg, an 18 year old male was given a restorative police warning for drinking alcohol in the street.
Overnight between Saturday the 12th and Sunday the 13th of May a number of garden sheds on Waverley Crescent Bonnyrigg, Auld Coal Avenue and Auld Coal Terrace, Bonnyrigg were broken into with a number of items stolen from within. Police enquiries ongoing.
On Saturday the 12th of May a pedal cycle was stolen from outside an address at Auld Coal Avenue.
About 8am on Tuesday the 15th of May police executed a misuse of drugs warrant at an address on Dobbies Road and a quantity of drugs was recovered. A 17 year old man was charged with offences in relation to this.
Between 4.30pm and 9pm on Wednesday the 16th of May a DVD player was stolen from an insecure property on Waverley Park.
About 10pm on Friday the 18th of May a male entered Tesco, Rosewell Road and thereafter threatened and head butted a member of staff. Police enquiries are ongoing.
About 2am on Sunday the 20th of May unknown person(s) gained entry to a property on Grove Farm Gardens, stole electrical goods and a quantity of cash and attempted to steal vehicles belonging to the property owner.
About 3pm on Wednesday the 23rd of May a 37 year old female was charged after being stopped driving a vehicle without insurance or a driver’s licence on Andy Kelly View.
About 4pm on Saturday the 26th of May a 26 year old female was arrested and charged after causing a disturbance and assaulting another female at Polton Court.
About 10pm on Sunday the 27th of May the occupier of an address on Eldindean Road discovered that her Nike trainers had been stolen from the common stairwell.
About 1am Tuesday the 29th of May a vehicle was stopped by police at Hillhead and a quantity of drugs recovered from within. The occupier of the vehicle was charged accordingly.
On Wednesday the 30th of May a 23 year old male was arrested at Campview Road after breaching bail conditions.
About 8am on Wednesday the 30th of May a male stole a quantity of alcohol from Co-op. 
Throughout the month of May police received numerous calls regarding youths causing a nuisance throughout the Bonnyrigg area. On all occasions where youths were traced they were taken home and warned or charged accordingly in front of their parents. 

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email:

jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
5.3
Additional Information

Hate crime and domestic abuse can now be reported online via the official Police Scotland website at www.scotland.police.uk or by visiting a Third Party Reporting Centre – details of which are also on our website.

Information regarding crime can be passed to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through an Online Form - both of these routes are completely anonymous and available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Police Scotland use social media to circulate the latest news, events and information to the public via Twitter (@LothBordPolice and @MidLothPolice) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/LothiansScottishBordersPoliceDivision and www.facebook.com/MidlothianPolice).
5.4
JA asked about the issues involving drugs.  He was advised that was now the responsibility of the CAT Team and that at 3-4 warrants were issued every month. Since the re-introduction of the CAT Team the number of calls had reduced and their presence had made a huge difference.

5.5
Cllr DA asked about the fighting at Lasswade High School and if it had been resolved.  It had quieted down now and the school seemed to have kept it under wraps.

5.6
JA reported that there had been an issue of under-age drinking at Mayfield Galaday and asked if that had been an issue at Poltonhall’s galaday.   There had been a good visible police presence at the Poltonhall event.   It had been well organised and stewarded which made a big difference.

6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DA would be attending Poltonhall Residents’ Association meeting.   

6.2
Cllr DM advised that Polton Bowling Green was now surplus to requirements due to underuse.  The Council was waiting to see if any groups were willing to take it over.  While there was a lack of land for Council housing it was wanted to make sure that it could be a valuable asset for the community, such as an after school group, nursery or mixed use  before taking it over for housing.
6.3
With the impending closure of the Spar store it put the future of the Post Office in doubt and Cllr DM has asked officials to look into it.

6.4
With Crummock going into administration, MPs have been asked to look at how the workforce can be helped.

6.5
Interviews were being held the following day for the post of Chief Executive of Midlothian Council following the present postholder’s move to Falkirk Council.
6.6
The Community Charity Shop in Bonnyrigg would be closing for a refit. It would be reopening in partnership with Bonnyrigg Development Trust.

6.7
DW raised the issue of the problem of Japanese knotweed at Springfield Bank.  Cllr DM advised the site was owned by the Council.

7.
Any Other Business

7.1
Midlothian Council had issued a very helpful directory of services available for helping older people.  

7.2
It was noted that Midlothian Council was spending an additional £15,000 per week to repair potholes.

Date of Next Meeting

There would be no meeting in July.  The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 8 August 2018.
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