POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 NOVEMBER 2019

Present:      J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, P Atkinson, D West and J Cameron  
Attending:    Mr & Mrs Cunningham
Apologies:   Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay Douglas, J Bernard, S Waterston, 
                    PC J Cassidy, E Spence and

1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

( Licensing
( Parking and short term parking group
( Education 
6.6 PA said that any reduction in the curriculum was short sighted and it was

wrong to be cutting back on deduction. Children needed and all round education. She

also commented that since the Council was prepared to pay staff to park in Dalkeith

then the money could surely be better spent. Chair said that where a subject was not

offered in a particular school then pupils would be offered the subject at another

school.     However,   there   was   often   a   problem   of   transporting   pupils.       Cllr   DA

commented that Newbattle was a centre of digital excellence and it should be able to

link with other schools but it was not happening as quickly as it should.

6.7 PA   referred   to  the   upkeep  of   gardens   at  War  Memorials.   Chair  said   that

PHCC had been asked by Midlothian Council if it wished to take on the responsibility

of flowers beds.   However, there were  none  in Poltonhall but  some  groups were

taking on the task of looking after those in Bonnyrigg.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 9 October and Matters Arising

2.1   Para 5.6 amend last line to read “resulting in £10,000 worth of perimeter fence damage”

2.2
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JC and seconded by JA.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 4 December 2019






                 Bank                            Cash

B/F                                                                  728.46                          0.00

      Expenditure 

      Poltonhall Galaday                                   300.00
      Remembrance Wreaths                             67.60

      Bonnyrigg Christmas Lights                     300.00

Total Bank and cash                                       60.86
3.2
PA advised that other than the 3 statements passed on by the previous treasurer no further statements had been received from the bank.  PA will speak with RBS again.  No further expenditure was expected until the next tranche of the budget in April 2020.

4.     Secretary’s Report

4.1    An email had been sent to Lasswade Centre to request the use of Room 113 for future PHCC meetings.  
4.2   Catherine Duns had indicated she would like to try to attend all Community Council meetings in the area. 
5.      Police Report

5.1    There was no report as no Police were in attendance.  FW referred to an email with PC Cassidy concerning comments given on behalf of PHCC regarding the continuing thefts from the Co-op.  PC Cassidy was hoping to meet with them soon.
6.     Midlothian Councillors’ Report.
6.1    There were no reports as no Councillors were in attendance.

7.      Any Other Business

7.1   Reference was made to the planning application at Hopefield House.  It was noted that archaeological excavations were required before any decision could be made. 
7.2    DW asked about the Council Depot at Hopefield.  There had been SEPA objections about flooding.  There was a possibility of a joint initiative with Edinburgh, East Lothian, and Midlothian Councils.  Decisions had been deferred by Midlothian Council at the moment.  If the deport did not go to Hopefield then it was zoned for heavy industrial use.  
7.2.    It was reported that lorries from Miller Homes and the Bellway site at Gilmerton Dykes were seen driving through Lasswade and onto Polton Road.  It was an issue for Edinburgh Council to resolve.  

7.3    Reference was made to the disused railway tunnel in Lasswade and men working in it.  It was flooded but had been used for more than 60 years.  It was a matter for Network Rail to sort out.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 8 January 2020
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