POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 15 MAY 2019

Present:       J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, P Atkinson, J Cameron
 

Attending:    Mr & Mrs B Cunningham, Mr & Mrs Flynn, PCs J Cassidy & O Findlay
Apologies:    D West, S Waterston and Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay Douglas

1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   In the Chair’s temporary absence FW welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She referred to the sad death of Alistair Munro who had been a long time and much valued member of the Community Council. 

( Licensing
( Parking and short term parking group
( Education 
6.6 PA said that any reduction in the curriculum was short sighted and it was

wrong to be cutting back on deduction. Children needed and all round education. She

also commented that since the Council was prepared to pay staff to park in Dalkeith

then the money could surely be better spent. Chair said that where a subject was not

offered in a particular school  then pupils would be offered the subject at another

school.     However,   there   was   often   a   problem   of   transporting   pupils.       Cllr   DA

commented that Newbattle was a centre of digital excellence and it should be able to

link with other schools but it was not happening as quickly as it should.

6.7 PA   referred   to  the   upkeep  of   gardens   at  War  Memorials.   Chair  said   that

PHCC had been asked by Midlothian Council if it wished to take on the responsibility

of flowers beds.   However, there were  none  in Poltonhall but  some  groups were

taking on the task of looking after those in Bonnyrigg.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 April 2019 and Matters Arising

2.1
Item 6.7   It was noted that there were actually 2 planters at the War Memorial in Polton Village.

2.3
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by PA and seconded by JC.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 15 May 2019






            Bank                            Cash

B/F                                                                73.37                             0.00

Total Bank and cash                                     73.37

4.     Secretary’s Report

4.1    Nothing to report.

5.   Police Report 

5.1
During the month of April 2019 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 83 recorded crimes reported, of which 23 have been solved so far (32% solvency).  During this time period, there were 341 calls to Police Scotland. 

5.2
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
· About 12:40am on Monday the 1st of April a man was arrested at Polton Bank after being involved in a road traffic collision, whilst being unfit to drive. A report has been submitted to the procurator fiscal.

· About 12:50am on Monday the 1st of April a 22 year old man and a 27 year old man were both issued police warnings after being found in possession of small amounts of cannabis at Lasswade Road.

· About 7pm on Monday the 1st of April a woman stole a quantity of meat from Tesco. Enquiries are ongoing.

· About 8pm on Thursday the 4th of April a woman attempted to steal a quantity of meat from Co-op. Enquiries are ongoing.

· About 4pm on Friday the 5th of April an off road bike was reported to have been driving around Sherwood Industrial Estate.

· About 7pm on Friday the 5th of April a youth stole a quantity of alcohol from Co-op. Enquiries are ongoing.

· About 6am on Monday the 8th of April a number of youths were responsible for using wheelie bins and other items to set a fire in King George V Park. 

· About 7am on Tuesday the 9th of April 2 youths were arrested and reported after bring responsible for causing significant damage to Broomieknowe Golf Course and buildings in the surrounding area, which included setting fire to a shed. 

· About 1pm on Wednesday the 12th of April youths were causing a nuisance on the old railway path carrying a bow and arrow. A search was made of area but they were not traced.

· About 3pm on Wednesday the 12th of April police carried out a positive drug search on Viewbank Avenue with personal amount of Cannabis recovered. A report has been submitted. 

· About 11pm on Friday the 14th of April a vehicle was stopped on Dundas Street and driver of vehicle found to be under influence of alcohol. The driver was arrested and reported to Procurator Fiscal. 

· About 9pm on Friday the 14th of April two persons made off from Co-op store high street, after taking 2 bottles of vodka without paying. Enquiries are ongoing. 

· About 7pm on Tuesday the 16th of April two men were found in garden of a property at Pryde Terrace trying to steal alloy wheels. They were disturbed by resident and ran off without items. Enquiries ongoing.

· About 9pm on Saturday the 20th of April a disturbance was reported between four males at Burnbrae Road. Four persons were arrested for various offensive weapons and drug offences. Reports have been submitted to the procurator fiscal. 

· On 21st April 2019 at 9pm a suspect male was seen acting suspicious looking in windows in the Bannockrigg area of Bonnyrigg. Officers were unable to trace this male and enquiries are still on-going.

· About 1am on Wednesday the 22nd of April building materials were stolen at Pendreich Grove by a flatbed truck. The thief was disturbed by residents and fled the scene. Enquiries are still on going. 

· About 9pm on Wednesday the 29th of April Helen McNeil Dental Practice had its window smashed. Enquiries are ongoing.

· About 5pm on Monday the 27th of April police located a drink driver on High Street. The driver has been reported to the procurator fiscal.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jonny Cassidy or PC Owen Findlay via 101 or email: Jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk       Owen.Findlay@scotland.pnn.Police.uk
6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
In the absence of Cllrs there was no report.

7.
Any Other Business

7.1
It was noted that there had been fly tipping and bags dumped on Polton Road between 2 houses at the start of the old railway tunnel.  There was also a tree pushing against the wall there that was felt to be in danger of collapse.
Date of Next Meeting   
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 12 June 2019.
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