POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12 JUNE 2019

Present:      J Aitchison (Chair), P Atkinson, J Cameron, S Waterston, D West, 
Attending:    PC Alan Forbes

Apologies:    F Warner, Cllrs D Milligan & D Alexander

1.
Chair’s Remarks
1.1
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 15 May 2019 and Matters Arising
2.1
Minutes were approved. Proposed by PA and seconded by JC.

]

2.2 
Item 2.3 Planters - PA said the planters referred to at the previous meeting are being attended to.

3.
 Finance Report

3.1 
PA advised that the transfer of the account following the change of Treasurer is ongoing.
3.2 Statement of account as at 12June 2019



                                               Bank                                     Cash

B/F







73.37                                     0.00
Total Bank and cash                                      73.37
4.   
 Secretary’s Report

4.1
Nothing to report.

5.
Police Report

5.1
During the month of May 2019 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 67 recorded crimes reported, of which 26 have been solved so far (39% solvency). During this time period, there were 343 calls to Police Scotland.

5.2 
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

On the 1 May between 5.40 and 6.25pm a taxi parked on Dobbies Road had paint stripper thrown over it causing substantial damage. A male described as white, in his 20s, between 5ft 8 to 5ft 10, clean shaven with short blond hair wearing a royal blue Adidas t-shirt and blue jogging bottoms was seen acting suspiciously in the area. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 2 May about 10.25am, 3 14 year old boys were assaulted by a male unknown to them in what has been reported as an unprovoked attack outside the Lasswade Centre. The male is described as white, 30 – 40 years old, 6ft tall, slim build with a shaved head. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 2 May about 3.30pm, a car drove through a red light at the Lasswade Primary School crossing patrol point at Eskbank Road and collided with the Crossing Patrols Officer. The Crossing Patrol Officer had minor injuries and a 70 year old male has been traced and reported to the Procurator Fiscal for road traffic offences.

On the 3 May about 11.30pm on Polton Street, a female was arrested and charged with assaulting another female. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On the 4 May about 12.10am a garage on Polton Bank was broken into and the culprit was disturbed by the homeowner, so nothing was stolen. Described as white, male, 6ft tall, 16 years old, blond hair wearing black shorts and a black hoodie.

On the 4 May between 12.30am and 6am 3 vehicles on Auld Coal Terrace were broken into and items stolen, along with 1 vehicle being broken into on Saw Mill Court. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 5 May about 9.30pm on Dundas Street the window of a house was smashed. There were a group of youths in the vicinity; however nothing to prove it was them who smashed it.

On the 12 May about 9.40am on Lothian Street a light blue vehicle struck another vehicle and failed to stop. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 13 May about 4pm at the Co-op a 17 year old female was charged with stealing alcohol and behaving in a threatening and abusive manner.

On the 15 May about 7am, a 62 year old male was issued a Fixed Penalty Ticket for careless driving on the roundabout at the B6392 following a vehicle accident with a push bike.

Between 6pm on the 15 May and 8.45am on the 16 May at Union Park, a Ford Transit Tipper was stolen from the driveway of a property. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 17 May about 8.30pm on Willow Avenue, a female was arrested and charged for drink driving. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On the 19 May about 12.10am on the A6094, a 24 year old male was charged for driving without a driving licence and having no insurance on his vehicle, which was thereafter seized. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On the 19 May about 7.30pm a male stole a charity box from a shop on Dundas Street. Enquiries are ongoing.

Between 1 and 3pm on the 21 May the public toilets on Campview Road were vandalised. Enquiries are ongoing.

Between 01.15 and 6.30am on the 24 May a black mountain bike was stolen from outside a property on Waugh Path.

Overnight from 23 May into 24 May a mountain bike was stolen from a property on Dobbies Road. It is described as a purple and white Y-KIKI bike.

On the 24 May about 5.40pm, a male stole alcohol. He is described as white, 5ft 8, short brown hair, wearing a navy and grey Hugo Boss hoodie and navy jogging bottoms.

On the 29 May about 2pm, at Lloyds Pharmacy a female stole items from within. She is described as white, gaunt, in her 40s, wearing a pink hoodie, pink trousers, a black and green jacket with a furry hood and dark hair in a high bun. Enquiries are ongoing.

On the 31 May about 8pm 3 male youths were reported to have been throwing stones at the windows of Bonnyrigg Primary School. No new damage was found on Police arrival.

There have been 2 reported thefts from graves at the Cockpen Church Cemetery – Enquiries have been made, but at this time no offenders identified. Families have been receiving regular updates as enquiries have progressed and crime prevention advice has been given to staff at the graveyard. Local officers are aware and patrols have been increased in the area to deter this happening in future.

Several calls this month with regards to youths congregating in various areas in Bonnyrigg, local officers are aware, as are the MCAT who will carry out patrols when time permits.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer

PC Jonny Cassidy or PC Owen Findlay via 101 or email: Jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk      Owen.Findlay@scotland.pnn.Police.uk
5.3 
PC Forbes said Officers continued to be pro-active regarding youth disorder. 
PC Forces said he was not aware of any issues at the Poltonhall Gala Day.

5.4 
Open Door at Lasswade Centre.  PA said she had noticed that a door at the Lasswade Centre is wedged open early every morning without any evidence of staff being present. PA added that she had visited the school to determine the reason for this. Not much information was forthcoming but it appears the door is left like this for the cleaners. PC Forbes said he would bring this to the attention of the Community Officers.

5.5 
Police Command Structure.  PC Forbes gave the following details of changes in the Police Scotland Command Structure for Midlothian.


Local Police Commander - Chief Superintendent John McKenzie replaces 
Chief Superintendent Lesley Clark

Local Area Commander - Chief Inspector Arron Clinkscales replaces Chief 
Inspector Kenny Simpson

Deputy Local Area Commander - Inspector James Morrison replaces 
Inspector John Dryden
5.6 
Cyclists.   JA asked if the exercise to report drivers overtaking too close to cyclists was being extended to Midlothian. PC Forbes said he was not aware of this taking place in Midlothian.

5.7 
Speeding at Roundabout at Cockpen Cemetery.  JC asked if some attention could be given to the incidences of speeding on the approaches at this busy junction on the Distributor Road. PC Forbes said he would bring this to the attention of the Community Officers.

6. 
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1 
In the absence of the Cllrs there was no report. JC said it was disappointing that no Councillors were present for this and the previous meeting. JA advised that Cllr Milligan was ill. However he would write to all the Councillors to remind them of their input to the business of the Community Council.

7. 
Any other Business

7.1 
Sign at Dalhousie Chesters.   SW said a sign erected recently to assist drivers with deliveries requires to be re- located. He would raise with Cllr Alexander at the next meeting.
7.2 
Poltonhall Gala Day.  JA commented on the success of the Gala Day. Issues which had arisen would be discussed at the next meeting of the Gala Day Committee. JA added that discussions with Bonnyrigg Rose regarding access to the Pavilion had resulted in only very limited access during the Gala Day. JA said he had requested a further meeting to resolves issues and obtain assurances about community use of facilities etc where asset transfers have taken place.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 14 August 2019
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