POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 AUGUST 2019

Present:       J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner D West, S Waterston, J Cameron
 

Attending:    Mr & Mrs B Cunningham, PC A Forbes Cllrs D Milligan and D Alexander
Apologies:    P Atkinson, J Bernard, Cllr J Lay Douglas and E Spence
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting after the summer break
( Licensing
( Parking and short term parking group
( Education 
6.6 PA said that any reduction in the curriculum was short sighted and it was

wrong to be cutting back on deduction. Children needed and all round education. She

also commented that since the Council was prepared to pay staff to park in Dalkeith

then the money could surely be better spent. Chair said that where a subject was not

offered in a particular school  then pupils would be offered the subject at another

school.     However,   there   was   often   a   problem   of   transporting   pupils.       Cllr   DA

commented that Newbattle was a centre of digital excellence and it should be able to

link with other schools but it was not happening as quickly as it should.

6.7 PA   referred   to  the   upkeep  of   gardens   at  War  Memorials.   Chair  said   that

PHCC had been asked by Midlothian Council if it wished to take on the responsibility

of flowers beds.   However, there were  none  in Poltonhall but  some  groups were

taking on the task of looking after those in Bonnyrigg.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 12 June 2019 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JA and seconded by JC.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 14 August 2019






            Bank                            Cash

B/F                                                                73.37                             0.00

Total Bank and cash                                     73.37

4.     Secretary’s Report

4.1      FW reported on a meeting with Taylor Wimpey (TW) that both she and SW had attended to hear about the latest proposals for the development at Dalhousie/Chesters.    The first phase would be 240 houses ready for occupation in 2023, followed by a further 85 ready in 2024 and finally 200 to be completed by 2025. TW had indicated that 60-100 units could be constructed per annum over a period of around 12 years.   The first phase would be north west of the site of the last houses to being built at Hopefield which were to be finished by the end of 2019. 
4.2.    There followed a discussion about the site of the new Midlothian Council depot.  There was a suggestion that the Council was looking to either build at Hopefield or move into a ‘super’ depot with the City of Edinburgh Council. It was noted that the application was still live with a decision in August however Cllr DM said he did not think that would happen and that the Council was looking at other possibilities.   Talks were taking place with East Lothian and Edinburgh councils about the possibility of shared resources.
4.3
Information had been received from the Council about a statutory review of Polling Stations.  Details would be posted on the PHCC website. 

5.
Police Report
5.1
During the month of July 2019 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 78 recorded crimes reported, of which 47 were solved (60% solvency). During this time period, there were 345 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.2
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
About 4.30pm Wednesday 3rd July report of 3 youths on the roof of the old RBS building drinking alcohol. Police were called but the youths had left prior to police arriving.

About 5pm on Sunday 7th July a vehicle was found on Quarryfoot Gardens, Bonnyrigg to driving with no insurance. The vehicle was seized and driver was reported to Procurator Fiscal.

On Monday 8th July 2019, officers on patrol observed a motorcycle on Wadingburn Road, Lasswade driving without insurance.  Enquiries were carried out and the motorcycle was subsequently seized by officers and a 35 year old male charged with driving whilst disqualified and driving without a valid policy of insurance.  He was held in Police custody to appear at Edinburgh Sheriff court on 11th July 2019.

On Tuesday 9th July 2019, officers on patrol stopped a car in the area of Wadingburn Road, Lasswade.  A 32 year old male was charged with driving without a valid policy of insurance and issued a conditional offer.  The vehicle was also seized by officers.

On Wednesday 10th July 2019, officers stopped a 29 year old male in the area of Rosewell Road, Bonnyrigg who was found to be driving under the influence. He was arrested, charged and released to appear at Edinburgh Sheriff court at a later date. The vehicle was also seized.

On Sunday 14th July 2019, officers on patrol stopped a car in the area of High Street, Bonnyrigg.  A 34 year old male was charged with driving without a valid policy of insurance and no MOT and issued a conditional offer. 

Between 10pm on 13th July and 10am 16th July entry was gained to a house on Polton Bank in Bonnyrigg causing £600 worth of damage. Nothing was taken from within. Forensics and further enquiry was carried out with no further positive lines of enquiry.

About 00.20 on Saturday 20th there was a report made to Police regarding motorbikes racing along Cockpen road in Bonnyrigg. Police officers attended and searched the area but were unable to locate any bikes in the area. 

About 9.15pm on Saturday reports made to Police regarding underage drinking on Polton Street near to the old St Mary’s school. Police attended but did locate any persons that were reported.

About 7pm on Tuesday 23rd July report of youths entered shop on Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg. Around 10 youths entered the shop and caused numerous issues and were then confronted by shopkeeper, they then became abusive. Police were contacted and attended by which time youths had left. 

About 8.50pm on Tuesday 23d July teenagers smashed a window on a bus and also set off alarms on it before running away. Enquiries ongoing to trace those responsible. 

About 10.15pm Tuesday 23d July report of a large scale fight involving numerous youths outside Pia’s chip shop at the toll in Bonnyrigg. Police attended and no persons traced upon their arrival.

About 10pm Wednesday 24th July report of youths causing a nuisance and being antisocial at bin area of properties smoking cannabis and drinking and shouting loudly.  Police attended and did not locate any of group.

About 10pm Saturday 27th July there was a large disturbance involving numerous youths in various locations in Bonnyrigg town centre. Group located by Police where one male youth was arrested for breach of the peace, during this another male youth then proceeded to punch police officer in the face and he was subsequently arrested. Both males reported to Procurator Fiscal. On this night there were numerous further calls regarding the same group who can only be effectively described as running amok through the streets of Bonnyrigg. In total there were a further double figure amount of calls made to police regarding them with them banging and smashing windows and also running over and vandalising cars in streets.

About 5.45pm Monday 29th July four males entered a house on Royal Scots Place, Bonnyrigg and threatened the occupants thereafter causing a disturbance. Persons traced and reported to Procurator Fiscal.

About 8.25pm Wednesday 31st July report of large group of youths riding bikes in front of oncoming traffic on the high street in Bonnyrigg. 

Throughout the month Police received numerous calls regarding youths causing a nuisance around the Bonnyrigg area. This is known to be a continuing issue and there are dedicated patrols carried out in response to these from both Community and MCAT officers.

Constable Owen Findlay will be leaving the Community beat officer post in Bonnyrigg at the end of August 2019. A new officer will be joining the post in the upcoming months. 

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email:  Jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr DA said there was not much to report due to the recent holiday period.   Chair asked what she was looking to do in the next term e.g. what actions or things she was looking to build on.   Cllr DA said that where they could she and her party colleagues did work together with the other parties and referred to a cross party group education group.  
6.2
Mrs C said she was concerned about the level of rubbish on Dobbies Road just past Lasswade High School and onto the main road.  She also commented that the last time Polton Road had been swept was back in April.  Cllr DM said that certain areas were cleaned as a matter of course but advised Mrs C to phone the Council to report action that needed to be taken.   Mrs C also said there was a problem with drainage and was advised to report it to the Council for investigation.

6.3
DW referred to an issue about weed killer being used by the Council.   Cllr DM advised that spraying was still taking place despite opposition from SNP Councillors.  He said that Midlothian Council was the only council restricting the use of weed killer despite its widespread use by councils in the rest of Scotland.   Cllr DA said that there were health issues surrounding the use of weed killers and their impact on the population.
6.4
Chair asked if the Council was unable to use glyphosates then what should they use and were there proposals to use something else?  Cllr DM said the Council proposed to leave it to the World Health Organisation and the Scottish Government who has the expertise to consider what is safe
Date of Next Meeting   

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11 September 2019.
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