POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2019

Present:       F Warner, P Atkinson, J Cameron, S Waterston
 

Attending:    Cllrs D Milligan, J Lay Douglas and D Alexander, Mrs A Cunningham 
         and L Kenny

Apologies:    J Aitchison (Chair), D West, J Bernard, E Spence, PC J Cassidy
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   The Chair was unable to attend so FW took the meeting and welcomed everyone.

( Licensing
( Parking and short term parking group
( Education 
6.6 PA said that any reduction in the curriculum was short sighted and it was

wrong to be cutting back on deduction. Children needed and all round education. She

also commented that since the Council was prepared to pay staff to park in Dalkeith

then the money could surely be better spent. Chair said that where a subject was not

offered in a particular school  then pupils would be offered the subject at another

school.     However,   there   was   often   a   problem   of   transporting   pupils.       Cllr   DA

commented that Newbattle was a centre of digital excellence and it should be able to

link with other schools but it was not happening as quickly as it should.

6.7 PA   referred   to  the   upkeep  of   gardens   at  War  Memorials.   Chair  said   that

PHCC had been asked by Midlothian Council if it wished to take on the responsibility

of flowers beds.   However, there were  none  in Poltonhall but  some  groups were

taking on the task of looking after those in Bonnyrigg.

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 August and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JA and seconded by SW.
3.
Finance Report

3.1
Statement of account as at 11 September 2019






            Bank                            Cash

B/F                                                                  73.37                             0.00

Midlothian Council Grant                              655.05

Interest                                                               .04

Total Bank and cash                                     728.46 
4.     Secretary’s Report

4. 
Information was received about a pilot recycling scheme at the Council depot on Gorebridge.   Reference was also made to bike recycling where some schools have done recycling swaps.
4.2
FW reminded everyone of the Community Council Training Day taking place on Saturday 26 October from 09.30 to 13.30 at Lasswade High School Centre.

5.
Police Report
During the month of August 2019 in the beat area BD01 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 100 recorded crimes reported, of which 73 were solved (73% solvency).    During this time period, there were 378 calls to Police Scotland. 
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

· About 7:30pm on Thursday the 1st of August a number of persons were stopped and searched by officers at King George V Park. A 16 year old man was issued a recordable police warning after being found in possession of a small amount of cannabis. Enquiries are ongoing to identify a further substance traced on another man. 

· About 8pm on Thursday the 1st of August a 16 year old man was stopped and searched by officers at King George V Park and was found in possession of cannabis and 2 bladed articles. The man was arrested and held in custody to appear at Edinburgh Sheriff Court the following day. 

· About 2pm on Friday the 2nd of August a man and woman entered Co-operative and stole various items from open display. Enquiries are ongoing to identify the man and woman.

· About 1:30am on Saturday 3rd of August police attempted to stop a Black Audi A3 car at Polton Street, but the driver refused to stop and made off from police. The car was later found abandoned. A 28 year old man was been reported for driving offences and misuse of drugs act offences. 

· About 6pm on Tuesday the 10th of August a Silver Volkswagen Golf failed to stop when directed by police at Dobbies Road, Bonnyrigg. A 19 year old man was later traced and charged and has been reported for road traffic offences.
About 12:20 am on Wednesday the 11th of August a 31 year old man was arrested after being found driving whilst under the influence of alcohol at Dundas Street. He has been reported for road traffic offences.

· About 11:15 pm on Wednesday the 11th of August police attempted to stop a defective vehicle driving on Lasswade Road. The driver initially failed to stop, but later did and has been reported for road traffic offences and misuse of drugs act offences.

· About 11am on Sunday the 15th of August a parked silver Transit van was stolen from Bairds Way after the keys were left within the vehicle. 

· About 4:30pm on Sunday the 15th of August a quantity of meat was stolen from Co-operative, enquiries are ongoing to identify the woman responsible. 

· About 7am on Tuesday the 17th of August a 29 year old man was found driving whilst unfit to do so due to drink or drugs at High Street. He was arrested and has been reported for road traffic offences. 

· About 3:30pm on Wednesday the 18th of August reports were made that a motorcycle was being driven dangerously off road at Burnbrae Terrace. A 16 year old man and a 17 year old man were subsequently traced, the motorcycle was seized and the 2 men have been reported for road traffic offences. 

· About 3:45pm on Wednesday the 18th of August a woman stole a quantity of meat from Co-operative. The female was known to staff and enquiries are ongoing to trace the woman.

· About 5:50pm on Wednesday the 18th of August a Fiat Punto collided with a police vehicle and thereafter failed to stop at Polton Street. The vehicle was later found abandoned. The 20 year old man driving the vehicle was later traced, arrested and has been reported for road traffic offences. 

· About 8pm on Friday the 20th of August a 20 year old man was stopped on Dobbies Road driving without insurance and at this time issues were identified with his driver’s licence. The vehicle he was driving was seized and he has been reported for road traffic offences
· About 10pm on Saturday the 21st of August a 47 year old man was reported to be causing a disturbance at Tesco, Rosewell Road. The man was traced at this location and searched by officers who traced a white powder, which was later established to be cocaine. The man has been reported for misuse of drugs offences.

· Between 8pm and 8:30pm Sunday the 22nd of August unknown person(s) entered an insecure black Audi A4 car parked at Bonnyrigg Roses Club car park and stole items from within including bank cards. Attempts were thereafter made to use to these cards at a local chip shop. Enquiries are ongoing to identify those responsible. 

· About 12pm on Sunday the 22nd of August reports were made of a 47 year old man heavily under the influence at Dundas Street. The man was conveyed to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary for treatment and issued and drunk and incapable antisocial behaviour ticket. 

· About 10:30 hours on Monday the 23rd of August police stopped a vehicle at Burnbrae Terrace and a smell of cannabis was detected coming from within. A 17 year old man was found to in possession of a small amount of cannabis and issued a recordable police warning.

· About 2:30pm on Tuesday the 24th of August a 34 year man was reported to be threatening staff at a shop on High Street, Bonnyrigg. The man was traced nearby, arrested and was held in custody to appear at court the following day.

· Between 8pm on Thursday the 26th and 10:30am on Friday the 27th of August a corrosive substance was poured over a Land Rover Discovery parked outside a property at Rose Gardens. Due to substance being unknown Scottish Fire and Rescue attended and it was established that the substance was not dangerous to the public and enquiries are ongoing to identify those responsible. 

· About 7pm on Friday the 27th of August a 20 year old woman was seen driving a car at Eskbank Road when disqualified from driving. She was arrested and held in police custody to appear at court.

· About 8:30pm on Friday the 27th of August a woman stole a quantity of meat from Tesco, Rosewell Road. Enquiries are ongoing to identify her.

· About 1:30am on Sunday the 29th of August an 18 year old man was stopped driving a vehicle on the distributor road near Hopefield. The man was searched and found in possession of drugs. He has been reported for misuse of drugs act offences.

· Between 10:30pm on Sunday the 29th and 6am on Monday the 30th of August a Midlothian Council vehicle parked at Raes Gardens had yellow paint poured over it. Enquiries are ongoing to identify those responsible.

· About 6:15pm on Monday the 30th of August a Red Norco Sight Mountain Bike was stolen from Lasswade High School. Enquiries are ongoing to identify those responsible. 

· About 6:50pm on Tuesday the 31st of August a car was stopped on Pryde Terrace and the 22 year old man was searched and found in possession of controlled drugs. A warrant was thereafter craved and executed at the man’s address where further controlled substances were found. The man was arrested and has been reported for misuse of drugs act offences. 
There were numerous calls made to police regarding youth disorder in the Bonnyrigg area. Many of these calls resulted in youths behaving violently towards and assaulting Police. In response to this a youth disorder initiative was implemented to target these issues. 

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officer                                           PC Jonny Cassidy via 101 or email:  Jonathan.cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk
5.2
PA mentioned there were issues of vandalism at Springfield Mill, Lasswade.

5.3
Cllr JDL asked Cllr DM about the report given to Midlothian Council regarding the activities of the CAT Team and asked if it should be shared publicly.  Cllr JLD undertook to check it out first and if it was ok then she would pass on the information to PHCC.                                                                                            Action: Cllr J LD
5.4
Mrs C referred to impatient and speeding cyclists using the shared footpath on the railway walk by Tesco.  
6.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

6.1
Cllr JLD referred to the £8.3k budget over the next financial year and said there was cross party working taking place with more trying to be done within Council.   It had been suggested to the Council that a cross party working group on Education be set up to discuss issues with the Directors of Service every three weeks.  Discussions were already taking place about certain services which could be brought back.  It was noted that Housing cross party group had just started.  If it could happen right across the Council that would be good because all parties would be seen to be working for the same good and would be best for constituents/people of Midlothian.
6.2
Cllr DA referred top the new secondary school on the A701 at Bush to replace Beeslack High School and free up space at Lasswade High School from pupils from Loanhead.  It would be a pilot school with money coming from the Scottish Government and would be a School of Excellence tying up with the University of Edinburgh to include sciences, technology and bioengineering.

6.3
JC referred to £160k allocated by the Scottish Government to Midlothian Council Transport for electrical charging points for electric points.

6.4
Cllr DM said the new school on the former Hopefield Primary site was coming on well and the developers would be handing over the keys at Christmas with St Mary’s pupils and Primaries 1 and 2 from Hopefield moving in at Easter.

6.5
It was noted that the Asset Transfer for Bonnyrigg Rose had now been approved as was the former bowling green.  It was now at the planning stage.
6.5
Cllr DM said the demolition of the former Co-op was coming on well and the land would be used to build Council flats.

6.6
It was noted that Community Asset transfer by two groups for George V Park had fallen through.  It was hopeful another group would take it on.

6.7
It was reported that the CAT team had been very active over the last month

on youth issues.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 9 October 2019
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