POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ZOOM ONLINE MEETING HELD ON 10 JUNE 2020
Present:       J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, D West, J Cameron 

         
 
Attending:      Cllrs D Milligan J Lay Douglas and D Alexander, D Easton, J Irvine
 Apologies:     P Atkinson, J Bernard, T Sime, H Taylor
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 10 February 2021 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JC and seconded by DW.

3.
Finance Report

3.1
Nothing to report.  Chair had been in touch with RBS about changing contact details.
4.
Secretary’s Report

4.1     Laura Wright, Senior Early Years Practitioner was looking for volunteers to help knit or crochet mice for Midlothian children starting school in August.  Further information about the project along with the patterns would be posted on the website.

4.2
FW had participated in an online COVID vaccine event to discuss access to the vaccine for Health & Social Care staff and those volunteers currently in roles that met staff eligibility criteria.  Advice was also give about those individuals who had already been vaccinated for the need to remain cautious and to continue wear masks, socially distance and isolate if they develop symptoms.  Discussion also included when the vaccine might be rolled put to unpaid carers and vaccine ‘passports’.  

5.
Police Report

Criminal Activity February 2021 Beat Area BD01 & ME02 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District.     During the month of February 2021 in the beat areas BD01 & ME02 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 63 recorded crimes reported, of which 41 have been solved to date, with a solvency rate of 65%

During this time period, there were 268 calls to the BD01 and ME02 area of Police Scotland.

5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

Between 9pm on Sunday 31st January and 1215pm Monday 1st February at Old Market Place, Bonnyrigg, a garden wall was damaged by unknown person(s). Police enquiries were ongoing.

About 1:15pm on Monday 1st February at Eskbank Road, Bonnyrigg, an unknown vehicle collided with a parked vehicle and failed to stop. Police enquiries were ongoing.

About midnight on Tuesday 2nd February at Bonnyrigg High Street, Police stopped and inspected a vehicle. The vehicle was found to be unroadworthy, the driver of the vehicle was charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 6pm on Sunday 31st January and Wednesday 3rd February at Cockpen Parish Church, unknown person(s) have attempted to break into the premises. Police enquiries were ongoing.

About 10:40pm on Friday 5th February at Sherwood Court, Bonnyrigg, a female was arrested for shouting, swearing and fighting within the street. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

About 7:40am on Saturday 6th February at Polton Street, Bonnyrigg, a male was threatening passengers on the 49 Service bus. The male was arrested, charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

About 9:30am on Saturday 6th February at Moffat Avenue, 5 unknown persons were kicking a door whilst shouting and swearing. One of the persons had a knife on their possession. Police enquiries were ongoing.
About 11pm on Saturday 6th February at Cockpen Road, Police stopped a vehicle that had no valid insurance. The vehicle was seized, the driver was charged and a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

About 4pm on Sunday 7th February at Hopfield Park Police stopped a male driving an electric scooter with no insurance or licence. The driver was charged and a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

About 8pm on Thursday 11th February at Waverly Crescent, a drugs warrant was executed by Midlothian Community Action Team & Bonnyrigg Community. £6,225 worth of drugs were seized and £7,465 of cash. The male was charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 7pm on Sunday 14th February and 7am on Monday 15th February a vehicle was broken into on Cameron Crescent.  Police enquiries were ongoing.

About 6pm on the Thursday 18th February at Sherwood Court, a male was acting aggressively whilst in possession of a knife. The male was traced, caution and charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

About 4am on Saturday 27th February Police stopped a vehicle in the Sherwood estate. The driver was found to be disqualified and have no insurance. The male was charged for numerous offences and a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal. 

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officers                                           PC Jonny Cassidy & PC Chris Howarth via 101 or email:Jonathan.Cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk Christopher.Howarth@scotland.pnn.police.uk
5.2
Chair queried why there was no mention of a van break in where £2000 worth of tools were taken and wondered how the Police decided what to include in the monthly report.

6.
Associated Members’ Report
6.1
The start date was planned for the work that was being done for the menshed.

6.2
One to one counselling was still on offer.  Twenty two local people have accessed the service.

6.3
Mental health programme started with the High School. The first session on managing stress and anxiety had taken place.  More was to come including mental health first training for staff.

6.4
Podcasts were being developed with hints and tips for parents and children to help manage their wellbeing.

6.5
It was hoped to get football back as soon as they were allowed.

7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1.1 
Cllr JLD said there was positive news about the remaining children getting back into school.    There was a great deal of work going on behind the scenes to organise blended learning and face to face teaching.
7.1.2
The amount of littering was not good including dog poo bags being abandoned on trees and on walls.  However, it was good that local communities were taking the initiative to help clean up.

7.2.1
Cllr DA said how pleased she was at Cllrs DM’s words of congratulations to Debora Kayembe, a Bonnyrigg resident who had just been elected as Rector of Edinburgh University.   She is a human rights lawyer who came to Scotland in 2011 as a refugee from the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

7.2.2
Cllr DA expressed concern about the potential risks associated with the convoys of nuclear weapons passing through Midlothian and resting in Penicuik overnight.  The Ministry of Defence (MOD) was contacted a year ago to ask if all safety measures had been done to safeguard the people of Midlothian in the event of something happening to the convoys.  As far as was known there had as yet been no response from the MOD.

7.2.3
A motion had been presented to Midlothian Council asking that it recognise there was no place for racism, sectarianism and other forms of discrimination; that there would be agreement to establish a cross party working group to review street names, statues, buildings and property to recognise their history and context; not to change them or knock them down but rather know how that history and context impacted on Midlothian’s people and beyond today and to build that into the curriculum. 
7.2.4
Cllr DA had asked that Midlothian Council recognised that local businesses be encouraged and helped to register with Excel Scotland to make it easier for them to provide services to the Council, thereby reducing the carbon footprint, boosting the economy and providing much needed employment for our communities.
7.2.5
There was still an issue with cyclists speeding along the walkway and not taking heed of pedestrians and those walking their dogs.  It was noted that Cllr DM had agreed the 3 local Councillors should meet with officers to come to a solution to the problem.   JC pointed put that there was a legal requirement for all new bikes to have a bell and reflectors. 
7.3.1
Cllr DM reported that the last full Council meeting had agreed on a Cross Party Transformation Group to direct money to areas in need of help.   It was noted that there would be no budget cuts this financial year.  Cllr DM would be meeting with the Chief Executive, Leader of the SNP group and Deputy Labour Leader to discuss how to take forward the economy following COVID.  There would be a £800m capital plan brought forward over then next 4 years to include the building of 3 new high schools, refurbishment of an existing high school and some of the primary schools as well as the building of a new Lasswade Primary.  Additionally, there were plans for 500 new council houses which would be good for the construction industry.
7.3.2
The new care home on the site of St Mary’s school would also provide 43 support homes next to it for those able to live independently but with the same support available from the care home staff.   Money for the project was from the HRA account with the developer contributing £27-29k per unit.  It would bring much needed work to the area for the likes of labourers, engineers, electricians, architects etc.
7.3.3
DW mentioned a recent MTRAP meeting where active travel was discussed including cycle routes into Edinburgh.  Cllr DM said the main route would be part of the Sheriffhall upgrade.  
8.
Any Other Business

8.1
Reference was made to the £16m budget over 5 years for roads.  The programme was currently around 6 months behind with projects still to be discussed.  However, work had been done on core paths. 
8.2
It was noted that some farmers in Roslin were using gas gun bird scarers.  Not only were they frightening traffic and cyclists but there was concern they could also frighten horses.  Apparently farmers were allowed to put the scarers on 4 shots every 15 minutes.   It would be taken up with Environmental Health but more information may be required before any action could be taken.

8.3
There was reference made to the application for a restaurant and café with upstairs offices in the Settlement Building in the High Street.  The building was privately owned and the proposal included an extension to the rear of the building where the Co-op currently gets its deliveries.  
8.4
Chair referred to the merger with BLCC and said that a meeting was supposed to take place with Catherine Duns.  However, it had been agreed to wait until the end of the consultation period.  Chair would be checking the constitution as regards Zoom calls and digital banking   DW referred to the PHCC and BLCC websites and the need to consider how best to merge them.  There was also discussion about whether there should be generic or individual mail boxes.  

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Zoom on Wednesday 14 April 2021
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