POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ZOOM ONLINE MEETING HELD ON 14 APRIL 2021
Present:       J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, D West, J Cameron, H Taylor

         
 
Attending:      Cllrs D Milligan and J Lay Douglas, D Easton, J Irvine
 Apologies:     D Alexander, P Atkinson, J Bernard, T Sime
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 10 March 2021 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by DW and seconded by JC
3.
Finance Report

3.1
Chair would collect any outstanding paperwork/bank statements from Cllr DM.
                                                                                                              Action: Chair
3.2
Most recent expenditure was a belated £300 to the Bonnyrigg Lights Committee and a payment of £29.95 for the website.

3.3
Reference was made to £300 from the Bonnyrigg Resilience Committee and the proposal of a new committee being set up within the new Bonnyrigg and District Community Council to take this forward..  Advice would be sought from the CLL Team.

4.
Secretary’s Report

4.   Nothing to report.
5.
Police Report

During the month of March 2021 in the beat areas BD01 & ME02 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 51 recorded crimes reported, of which 23 have been solved to date, with a solvency rate of 45%.  During this time period, there were 298 calls to the BD01 and ME02 area of Police Scotland.
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE

Between 9pm on Monday 1st and 8am on Tuesday 2nd March at Polton Street, Bonnyrigg, a blue transit van had two tyres slashed by unknown person(s). Police enquiries were ongoing.

Between 11:30pm on Monday 1st and 1am on Tuesday 2nd March at Littlewood Grove, Bonnyrigg, a transit van was broken into and tools stolen from within. Police traced a male nearby. The male has been cautioned and charged and a report sent to the Procurator Fiscal.

At 2am on Wednesday 3rd March at High Street, Bonnyrigg two unknown males have attended at an address and assaulted the occupier. Police enquiries were ongoing.

At 5:50pm on Wednesday 3rd March on High Street, Bonnyrigg, five 14 year olds were stopped by Midlothian Council Action Team and found to be in possession of 4 litres of vodka. The children were taken home and spoken to in front of their parents due to their unruly behaviour.

About 8:10pm on Thursday 4th March at the wooded area to the rear of the cycle path behind Chester’s View, Bonnyrigg, a male was acting suspiciously within the bushes. The male was disturbed by a group of youths and made off. Police enquiries are ongoing.

At 3:45pm on Friday 5th March and 6:30pm on Saturday 6th March, within the Bonnyrigg area, the Midlothian Council Action Team found a male to be selling alcohol to underage youth’s ranging from 13 to 16 years old. The male was charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 9:30pm and 10:30pm on Saturday 6th March at Pendreich Court, Bonnyrigg a male had three other persons within his household, breaching Covid Regulations. All 4 persons were issued with fixed penalty notices.

At 6:45pm on Wednesday 10th March at Hopefield Place, a male was witnessed by uniformed officers to be driving a car in a careless way. The male was charged with careless driving and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 1pm and 10pm on Saturday 20th March at a wooded area near Polton Road, 30 persons were found to be setting up camping equipment. Police engaged with persons and dispersed them.

Between 10:30pm and 11:15pm on Saturday 20th March at Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg, a building and street kerb were vandalised by four unknown persons painting them. Police enquiries were ongoing.

At 3:40pm on Sunday 21st March at Auld Coal Avenue, Bonnyrigg, Police were called to a house party. 15 persons who did not reside at the address were dispersed by Police. Both the homeowners were issued a fixed penalty notice due to the breaches of Covid regulations.

At 10:40pm on Thursday 25th March at Eskdale Drive, Bonnyrigg, a female assaulted a paramedic who was trying to treat an injured female. The female was traced by officers and taken to St. Leonards Custody; a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 4pm on Thursday 25th and 4pm on Friday 26th March on Burnbrae Road, Bonnyrigg, a bike shed has been broken into and a bike taken from within by unknown person(s). Police enquiries were ongoing.
5.2
Youth Anti-Social Behaviour

Midlothian Police have noticed an increase in anti-social behaviour from youths who were under the influence within the area. Midlothian Community Action Team and Community teams have completed an anti-social behaviour tasking on recent weekends with plain clothes patrols near retailers where it is believed alcohol is being bought, Quad bike patrols in wooded and park areas, and high visibility patrols. This resulted in disrupting many groups of youths around Midlothian and seizing large quantities of alcohol from them. This was posted on Midlothian Police Facebook page and was also on the front cover of the Edinburgh Evening News on Tuesday 9th March! 
If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officers                                           PC Jonny Cassidy & PC Chris Howarth via 101 or email:Jonathan.Cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk Christopher.Howarth@scotland.pnn.police.uk.
6.
Associated Members’ Report
6.1
Menshed work had started date and the shed was ordered.

6.2
It was hoped to be ready to get the lunch club up and running as soon as it was safe to have people back in a room together.   Midlothian Council would be engaged to cook meals and deliver them to the Pavilion.  This would not only be for those accessing the services currently, but Red Cross users and anyone else locally could join.   There would be some balance/chair yoga on offer as well as other activities. More information to follow.
6.3
Youth club was planning to get back to some capacity at the end of April.

6.4
Football was ready to return back to games etc.

6.5
Mental health programme was still ongoing with one-to-one support available with a school programme planned in. One of the issues identified from counselling sessions was that women accessing the service were suffering from PTSD as a result of domestic abuse.  If there was a need/interest then the setting up of a peer support may be looked into.  The group would be led by a professional to keep the support ongoing.

6.4
Resurfacing of the Poltonhall AstroTurf was planned for the summer.
7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1.1 
Cllr DA was unable to attend but submitted the following report in advance of the meeting.
7.1.2     UNCRC Bill was passed on the 16 March, with a unanimous vote from Green, SNP, Labour and Liberal Democrats.  The UK Government had taken issue with some sections from the Bill, which sought to enshrine the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into Scots Law. Children’s rights expert Dr Tracy Kirk said the bill would “transform the lives of children and their families across Scotland”.
7.1.3   Burnbrae outdoor space has been planned by the children and incorporated into their learning. They were given a budget, catalogues with prices, and cost of labour, so they understood what they had to achieve. Achieve the aims of the Bill without extra cost.

7.1.4     There had been a high uptake of the lateral flow tests with 100% for teachers and 80% for pupils but higher for those actually in school.   Lasswade 6th year pupils did a video for all pupils to watch to reduce anxiety; they also set up a mental heath committee. That was probably done in other schools as well.   There was concern whether the 2 metre rule would have to continue after the Easter holidays, as that would not allow all children to return. However at the moment the thought was that only teachers would have to 2 metre distance.

7.1.5 There would be an Easter study programme. It was voluntary for teachers but would be paid. There had been a high uptake of teachers willing to do this. So pupils might have to go to a different school for the subject they want. It is hoped that by coordinating like this most teachers would have at least one week’s holiday. There are now high levels of additional support needs.  There has been much work done to ensure pupils would remain within a local school, and integration to their community. Multi-agency work would be done to look at their individual needs as they progressed through school, and plan for their right environment needs.

7.1.6   From parent teachers evening Lasswade HS it was reported that there had been high engagement with pupils, school and teachers during lockdown with high 70-low 80% engagement by pupils. The pupils and teacher all seemed to be on board and excited about the £10.5M digital learning budget.
7.1.7    Numeracy development officer was working with nursery, primary and S2 staff to bring fun and support to those who were having difficulty and to raise attainment and consistency across schools feeding into Lasswade. This had been so successful that they were bringing on board a literacy development officer.  Family learning also identified parents, and carers who could get activities on numeracy literacy, health and wellbeing.

7.1.8    The new 24 Week pregnancy limit for teachers going into school was going to have a big effect on schools. The teachers could not come in to school but could do digital learning etc. This amounted to 2 extended face-to-face sessions for each subject at National 3/4/5 or Level 4/5/6 and 3 extended face-to-face sessions for those studying Higher or Advanced Higher before Easter. This, along with the prior return for practical subjects, has put our students in as positive a position as possible moving towards meeting the course requirements for their SQA courses.
7.1.9   Library fines have been abolished, so everyone was able now to enjoy the reserve and collect service. Email reserveandcollect@midlothian.gov.uk  People could join up to the digital library service to get digital books.  There had been a lot of people out clearing litter, weeding and generally tidying our streets. Complaints had been received about people taking their dogs into the school playgrounds to do their business.  A meeting had taken place with the officers in charge of outdoor spaces about the cyclists speeding along the walkway. There would be unannounced police patrols along the walkway to advise cyclists deemed speeding and taking undue care of walkers etc.
7.2.1   Cllr JLD reported on the vaccination take up in the area and had written to the Director of Health and Social Care about the number of people who had missed their vaccination appointments at the Community Hospital.  There were also a lot of people in the area who had not been contacted and missed off the list.  It was suggested that perhaps a call could be put out on social media. It was also felt there was not enough done in the area to let the Police and other workers know when there was left over vaccines available for those who wanted to come along.

7.3.1
Cllr DM said he had already raised the issue with David Small and NHS Lothian about how quiet the take up at Gorebridge was.  It was noted that NHS Lothian was underperforming in comparison with other areas.  However, the good news was that Midlothian was now the 7th lowest in Scotland for infection rates with 9 per 100,000 cases, with Edinburgh and East Lothian not far behind. These were great figures which under the old system would mean moving into Level 1.  It was believed that businesses in the Lothians should be allowed to be open now.  There was a record number of testing being done in the area. 
8.
Any Other Business

8.1
  HT reported on sleeping mats for the homeless made from plastic bags. Supplies of plastic bags similar in size to postal mail sacks could be donated to charities to make the mattresses.
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Zoom on Wednesday 12 May 2021
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