POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ZOOM ONLINE MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2021
Present:       J Aitchison (Chair), F Warner, D West, J Cameron, J Bernard,
         
 

Attending:      Cllrs D Milligan, D Easton, BLCC
 Apologies:     P Atkinson, H Taylor, Cllrs D Alexander and J Lay Douglas, T Sime
1.     Chair’s Remarks

1.1   Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2.
Minutes of Meeting held on 14 April 2021 and Matters Arising

2.1
Minutes were approved.  Proposed by JC and seconded by DW.
3.
Finance Report

3.1
No report until all statements were to hand and discussed with the Treasurer.

4.
Secretary’s Report

4.   Nothing to report.

5.
Police Report

Criminal Activity April 2021, Beat Area BD01 & ME02 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District.   During the month of April 2021 in the beat areas BD01 & ME02 – Bonnyrigg, Lasswade, Poltonhall & District – there were 55 recorded crimes reported, of which 18 have been solved to date, with a solvency rate of 33%

During this time period, there were 257 calls to the BD01 and ME02 area of Police Scotland.
5.1
INCIDENTS OF NOTE
At 5:55pm on Saturday 3rd April in Moorfoot View, Bonnyrigg, a male was drunk and causing a disturbance within the street, the male was arrested and conveyed to custody. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

At 7pm on Saturday 3rd April at St Ann’s Path, Lasswade there was an ongoing party within the garden breaching Covid regulations. Police attended, gave suitable advice and dispersed the party.

At 10pm on Monday 5th April at Dundas Street, Bonnyrigg, a male assaulted another male and shouted racist comments at him. The male was arrested and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 10:45-11:45am on Tuesday 6th April on High Street, Bonnyrigg, a blue Mazda CX5 was vandalised by an unknown liquid being thrown onto the driver’s door. Police enquiries are ongoing.

At 3pm on Sunday 11th April on Hawthornden Avenue, Bonnyrigg, a male assaulted two persons by kicking and punching them. The male was arrested and conveyed to custody. A report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Between 10pm on Monday 12th and 8am on Tuesday 13th April on Cameron Crescent a bike was stolen from a garden. Police enquiries are ongoing.

At 8pm on Tuesday 13th April at Sherwood Court, Bonnyrigg, a male assaulted another male using a wooden plank and then threatened the male whilst brandishing a knife. The male was arrested and a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal. 
Between 8pm on Thursday 8th April and 11am on Sunday 11th April at Lothian Street, Bonnyrigg, a bag containing clothing has been stolen from within a property. Police enquiries are ongoing.

At 4:30pm on Sunday 11th April at Douglas Crescent, Bonnyrigg, a male was stopped by Police and searched for drugs. £130 worth of drugs was seized from the male. The male was charged and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

At 4:20am on Saturday 17th April at Stevenson Place, Lasswade, a Seat Leon was stolen and crashed into a bridge a short distance away. The driver was traced by Police, charged with numerous Road Traffic offences and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

At 3pm on Tuesday 20th April at Dalhousie Medical Practice a male became verbally abusive with staff and acted in an aggressive manner. The male was traced by officers and issued a Recorded Police Warning.

Between Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd April at West Mill Road, Bonnyrigg, two bikes were stolen from within a garage. Police enquiries are ongoing.

Between 5pm on Thursday 22nd and 2:30am on Friday 23rd April at Gladstones Gait, Bonnyrigg two bikes were stolen from within a garden shed. Police enquiries are ongoing.

At 6:20pm on Friday 23rd April at King George V Park three males were fighting within the car park resulting in a serious assault taking place. One male was arrested and a report was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

If any person has any information about the incidents listed above, or indeed any other crime, please contact your Community Policing Officers                                           PC Jonny Cassidy & PC Chris Howarth via 101 or email:Jonathan.Cassidy@scotland.pnn.police.uk Christopher.Howarth@scotland.pnn.police.uk
6.
Associated Members’ Report

6.1
Menshed work was ongoing and partnership was continuing with Health in Mind.
7.
Midlothian Councillors’ Report

7.1. 
Cllr DM mentioned that the whole of mainland Scotland would be moving down to level 2.  Representations had been made to the Scottish Government on the basis that it was not fair to hold back all local authority areas because there had been a spike in one are e.g. Moray and was happy to report that had been accepted.   However clearer guidance was needed on the 2 hour limit in pubs and restaurants.  It was noted that Environmental Health and Police Scotland were looking at a possible ‘idiots’ guide’ on how the issues of confusion could be made clear.   

7.2
It was noted that the infection rate in Midlothian has been low until this week when an outbreak of 17 cases had occurred at Mauricewood Primary School in Penicuik.  The school had been shut down because a number of teachers had tested positive.  Officers had been instructed to ignore the advice from Public Health Scotland which had stated that where 2 siblings attended school and one tested positive then the other could still attend school.   There was an instance of a teacher at Mauricewood Primary who had tested positive and who had a child at school in Bonnyrigg but fortunately had the good sense to keep the child at home otherwise the school could have been at risk of spreading the virus.
7.3
It was noted that if there should be another spike in cases and authorities were moved back up to level 3 or even 4 then gardens centres, for example, who had plants ready to sell and pubs and restaurants with alcohol and food ordered and ready to go, would then struggle and might not reopen again.  

7.4
It was debatable whether town centres would recover.  For example Wetherspoons had pulled out of Dalkeith and where offices had decided to leave town centres then that would have a knock on effect to both the hospitality and retail sectors.

7.5
DW asked Cllr DM if he had any comment to make on the previous day’s meeting of Midlothian Council.  Cllr DM reported that at the last Council meeting he had asked for a report on roads as some of the old council estates’ roads were in bad repair.  Work was about to start on skimming roads and filling potholes.  Funds through the levelling-up fund to local authorities were available from the Westminster Government bypassing the Scottish Government.     Different grants were available through the Scottish Government to bid for improvements to bus links and cycle routes.   Midlothian Council would be looking for funding to develop bus routes. 
8.
Any Other Business

8.1
  DE reported that Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Community Council AGM would be held the following evening.
8.2
DW mentioned that at the last Federation meeting there had been an interesting talk from the Deputy Area Commander and Sgt Lindsay at Police Scotland.  Although Police Scotland did not use Zoom they were happy to talk on the phone.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Zoom on Wednesday 9 June 2021
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