POLTONHALL AND HOPEFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

ZOOM MEETING 12 JANUARY 2022

Unfortunately our meeting was not quorate so we just had an informal chat.  However, I did take a note of some of the conversations.  
Here are Cllr Milligan’s comments.

· Looking to catch up on the budget settlement.  All 32 local authorities had written to the Scottish Government as the settlement was lower than expected.  The new incoming administration in May will have a massive task to balance the budget with huge problems ahead for the next 3 years.  If the Scottish Government sticks to the budgets for local authorities then the Council would be unable to  provide statutory services.  Libraries, leisure centres, litter bin emptying, dog bins and grass cutting could all be affected.  The 2022-23 budget would be set by mid March however any new administration could scrap this budget and additionally the S.95 officer could say no and ask for proof of where the money would be coming from.

· Work was due to start the following week at the former St Mary's plot.   The building of supported accommodation on the former Scotmid site, opposite the Co-op, would start in mid February.
Cllr Alexander mentioned the following.
· There was concern about attracting rats to the amount of rubbish in the delivery cages belonging to Tesco Express which faced onto Rosewell Road.  She said that Environmental Health was going to look into it but it was accepted that there was really nowhere else to site them.

· There was also mentioned she was sorting out the issue over the amount of overflowing black bins at the rear of the Cheeky Chicken, Beetroot and Bannoc Brewhouse.    
Chair commented on the continuing issues of the queues at Cohens Pharmacy and mentioned that he was still awaiting a call back from the week day manager as there was no one in charge there on a Saturday.

Now that Jan Irvine had moved out of the Bonnyrigg and Lasswade Community Council area she was invited to become a member of Poltonhall and Hopefield Community Council, which she accepted.
