St Andrews & North-East Fife Ramblers

Committee meeting held (by Zoom) on Monday 7 October 2024


1.   Members present:  Jane Houston (Convenor), Colin Brown (Secretary), Will Aitken (Treasurer), Michael Hammond (Webmaster), Jim Forret (Committee member).

2.  Welcome:  Jane welcomed all present at the meeting.

3.  Apologies received: none had been received prior to the meeting, but both Christine Arnold & Carol Philip sent their apologies later.

4.  Minutes of last meeting:  the Minutes of the Committee meeting held on Monday 8 April 2024   were approved nem con.

5.  Matters arising:  there were no matters arising.

6.  Convenor’s report (Jane Houston):
(i)  Jane reported that she and Colin had led a walk up Lucklaw Hill on 19 May 2024 with the newly-formed Fife Young Walkers Group. Three Young Walkers had participated, plus Jeannie Cranfield (Ramblers Scotland).  It was disappointing that there had been no feedback on how the Group was progressing.  Jane will contact Jeannie to check.
(ii)  Jane, together with Kasturi, had attended the Principal’s reception at the University on 13 May 2024.  This is an annual event for local voluntary organisations in the area, and it was felt to be worthwhile to attend.
7.  Treasurer’s Report (Will Aitken):  Will reported the accounts to be in a reasonably healthy condition. Ramblers Scotland had responded to a request for an increased allocation for 2023/24 by doubling the basic annual allocation as a one-off measure, to help with budgeting.  For the coming financial year, the basic allocation would be requested as the balance on the accounts is likely to be above the agreed target (£400).
It was noted that recce costs were lower than usual, reflecting more local walks and leaders not always willing/wanting to claim.
The matter of distribution of the St Andrews Walks leaflets was raised, in view of the local Tourist Information Centres closing next year. This has been the major outlet for distribution; other possible outlets (libraries, etc.) would be discussed at a later date. Will offered to investigate links to the VisitScotland website for an electronic version of the leaflets.
8. Secretary’s Report (Colin Brown):  Colin reported 103 full members, although one new member is still to be allocated to the Group (from May/June); Colin will contact the Ramblers helpdesk.
9.  Walk Convenor’s Report (Colin Brown):  Colin reported that as of 30 September 2024, 362 members had taken part in Group walks (up from 324 in the previous year). Three walks so far this year had had to be cancelled. It was agreed that the turnout was good, both weekend and Wednesday walks, with an average of 10-11 per walk.

10.  Press Correspondent report (Jane Houston):  Jane regularly sends walk reports in to the St Andrews Citizen, and also to Michael, for inclusion on the website. It was suggested that members need to be periodically reminded of the various resources available on the website. Jane will highlight this at the forthcoming AGM.

11.  Webmaster report (Michael Hammond):  Michael proposed adding a note to the Group’s Facebook page reminding members of the photos and walk reports which can be accessed on the website (photos are available on the Facebook pages).  Members can be encouraged to become Facebook “followers”, and increased numbers will help the webpage come up in relevant searches.
Colin will also add a note to the webpage listing and details of Forthcoming Walks, about Facebook and website reports and photos.  There is an option to add up to 5 photos to details of forthcoming walks on the main Ramblers website, although photos are not always available for a new walk.

12. Area Council report:  Information is not yet available on the Area meeting held last week. The Area AGM seems likely to be held on 9 November; this clashes with one of our Group walks, so Jane’s Lindores Loch walk will be moved to 16 November.

13.  A.O.B.:
(i)   Will reminded the committee of the Christmas lunch at Monturpie on 7 December; the menu is to be forwarded and then can be posted on the website. There was a request for gluten-free options. Will was thanked for all his organisation of this event.
(ii)  The Group AGM is to be held in the Cupar fire station meeting-room on 11 November 2024. Colin will double-check the booking, and publicise the AGM through the website.

14.  Date of next meeting:  Monday 7 April 2025.




Nicky Haxell, Minutes secretary
9 October 2024
