St Andrews & North-East Fife Ramblers

Committee meeting held (by Zoom) on Monday 13 October 2025


1.   Members present:  Jane Houston (Convenor), Will Aitken (Treasurer), Michael Hammond (Webmaster), Jim Forret, Carol Phillips, Christine Arnold (Committee members)

2.  Welcome:  Jane welcomed all present at the meeting.

3.  Apologies received: Colin Brown

4.  Minutes of last meeting:  the Minutes of the Committee meeting held on Monday 14 April 2025   were approved nem con.

5.  Matters arising:  there were no matters arising.

6.  Convenor’s report (Jane Houston):
(i) Jane reported on the success of the recent Group holiday in Aberfoyle. In spite of the weather, they walked every day.  
(ii) The Anniversary lunch held in July was very successful, and thanks to Will for the organisation.
(iii) All 9 current walk leaders are now “approved” by Ramblers Scotland for the next 3 years.
(iv) Jane and Jim have been invited to a civic reception in Edinburgh on 24/10/25, to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Ramblers Scotland.
7.  Treasurer’s Report (Will):  Will provided a financial summary for the year to date, noting that no confirmed budget for 2025/26 had yet been provided by Ramblers Scotland, and that the Group cannot exist without the basic annual allocation.  Recce expenses have gone up, in part due to recces for the Group holiday, but the general feeling was that this is an entitlement for walk leaders, that the mileage allowance is not overly generous, and so this increased expense is not an issue. The annual cost of the website is to be discussed at the AGM.
8. Secretary’s Report (Jane on behalf of Colin):  With 102 full members, membership is holding steady.
9.  Walk Convenor’s Report (Jane on behalf of Colin):  There has been an increase in attendance at walks, now averaging 14 - 16. Full details will be provided at the AGM.
10.  Press Correspondent report (Jane):  Jane reported “business as usual” with the press reports. An extensive report on the holiday, with photos, will be sent to Michael for the website.

11.  Webmaster report (Michael):  Michael noted that all was “ticking over”. He asked for photos taken on all group walks, where possible.

12. Area Council report (Jane):
(i) The Ramblers governance review is of concern to the Area committee in that it proposes the status of Ramblers Scotland to be advisory only, which was felt to be in breach of the existing Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations. Copies of relevant documents and correspondence have been circulated to the committee, and Will was thanked for attending the special Area meeting on the subject on 2 October – and sharing his views. The status of the Areas themselves is to be reviewed in the coming year, with further concerns expressed about budgeting decisions being made for each and every local Group. Will was also thanked for putting his name forward for the Fife Access Forum.
(ii)  Kasturi Dasgupta has resigned as Area secretary, with immediate effect. Beth Dickson has agreed to continue as convenor and also to act as interim secretary.
(iii)  Jane will circulate the minutes of the last Area Council meeting. The Area AGM is on 22 November and Jane will attend.

13.  A.O.B.:
(i)   Jim has started the ball rolling for the 2026 Group holiday, and has researched various hotels in the  Granton-on-Spey area, for early September dates. It may be necessary to rethink the location, and Jane will forward to Jim a previous list of possible venues/locations.
(ii)  Will passed on information about a Links Trust shop cum information centre which is to open in St Andrews. This may be a suitable place for the distribution of walks leaflets.
(iii)  Will confirmed the Christmas lunch will take place on 12 December at the New Club. The menu has been circulated to committee members and met with approval. Names and menu choices will be needed nearer the time.  

14.  Date of next committee meeting:  Monday 13 April 2026 (room booking TBC)
       Date of AGM: Monday 10 November 2025 @ 7pm




Nicky Haxell, Minutes secretary
14 October 2025
