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Briefing for Community Organisations

13 March 2025 – 6pm
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Welcome and Introduction
• Programme for the session:

o overview of the current Evidence Consultation

o details of the wider process for preparing the Highland LDP

o a demo of how to view and make comments on the evidence 

consultation

o a brief explanation of the call for development sites exercise that 

is also currently underway

Then opportunity to ask questions (please add questions into the 

meeting ‘chat’ as we go along and we will pick them up).

The event is not being recorded, but a note taken of Q&A, with an 

anonymised note being published following the event.
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The Existing Plan & Its Delivery
• Current HwLDP (2012) and 3 ‘Area’ Local 

Development Plans adopted August 2018, 

September 2019 and June 2024

• Recent consultation on Delivery Programme 

asked for views on the timing and type of 

infrastructure to support development

• Change to “live” document

• Better coordination of capital programmes 

of all agencies by place and at the same 

time – e.g. Points of Delivery
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What’ll be different about the new Highland LDP? 
• TOP DOWN - New National Planning Framework – now has statutory status (checked 

& signed off by Scottish Parliament) – new Highland Outcome Improvement Plan & 
Area Place Plans (consensus Highland & area visions and desirable outcomes)

• BOTTOM UP – New Local Place Plans (LPPs) – being prepared by some community 

bodies – provide very local detail.

• More Focus on Delivery – e.g. Developer Contributions - listed within Highland Delivery 

Programme– seeking new community projects, and new contributions for health facility 

capacity investment.

• Highland Investment Plan (joined up place-based public sector investment)

• More Focus on Evidence - New Highland Local Development Plan (HLDP) – the 

optimum future use of land - first phase Evidence Gathering – eventually will replace 

current 3 ‘Area’ Local Development Plan and the Highland-wide Local Development Plan.
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A new process for plan preparation

Proposed Plan 
consultation

ExaminationEvidence 
Report to 

Gate Check

Evidence 
Engagement

Gone are the consultation draft plans and 
main issues reports of the old processes.
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Evidence Consultation: Views sought 
on Unique Challenges for Highland

• Housing & Economy

• Infrastructure First

• Transport & Connectivity

• Climate Change & Energy 

• Natural Environment

• Our Coastline

• Design, Wellbeing & Placemaking 
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Emerging Evidence for the HLDP

The Evidence Consultation covers an 

overview of the following for each 

unique challenge :-

• a summary of the Key Headlines;

• key policy, guidance and research 

at the national level;

• description of the unique issues 

and challenges facing Highland 

now and, in the future;

• implications of national 

requirements; and 

• questions for consideration.
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The Consultation Questions

Each ‘Unique Challenge’ is divided into sections and, 
prompted by what we say in there, for each section we 
ask:

• “Do you think that the evidence outlined in this section is 
sufficient and appropriate to prepare the future Plan’s 
policies and proposals on this topic?

• If not, what evidence do you believe is missing or 
misinterpreted?  Where and from whom can any missing 
evidence be obtained?”

?
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Place-based, sub-Highland, ‘Area Profiles’

https://highland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/68ad627480e642db8da883c94e2e04e7
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HLDP Evidence – Local Place & Other Plans
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Roles of Different Plans, 
Different Scales
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Access the Consultation at www.highland.gov.uk/hldp 

• Deadline for 
Evidence 
Consultation:

12 noon on 31 

March 12 noon 
on 2 May

• Deadline for Call 
for Development 
Sites:
12 noon on 2 
May

Evidence 
consultation 

being extended 
to 12 noon on 

02 May

http://www.highland.gov.uk/hldp
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Consultation Demo

How to view the consultation and submit comments
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Any Questions?
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