COMHAIRLE CHOIMHEARSNACHD SHLEITE

SLEAT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of MEETING held on Tuesday, 1st May 2012 at Duisdale Hall, Sleat, Isle of Skye at 7.30pm

PRESENT:


Pauline Lyle

Claire Hannah

Margaret Colpus




Rob Ware 




Flora MacLean




Charles Culbertson

IN ATTENDANCE:
David Ashford, Una MacLeod & 






Rosina Kazimierczak 
1. APOLOGIES


Archie Maccalman & Jimmy Logan
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Sleat Community Council Meeting 03 April 2012
The Minutes were moved for adoption by Charles Culbertson, seconded by Flora Maclean 

and approved unanimously.

Other Matters Arising

Claire Hannah asked that any news items published on the website be notified by email to members. Rob Ware agreed to do this.  
Progress Report from Previous Meeting

2.1 Flora Maclean asked regarding the issue of road refurbishments in Sleat, particularly concerning the potholes and poor condition of the Tarskavaig road. Rob Ware had received the schedule, but not dates, from Hamish Fraser and this information had been published on the website. Charles Culbertson said that he had been advised by George Speed that Camuscross would be done.  
Charles will email GS again.
 2.2 Community Trees. Pauline Lyle gave an update on the offer of trees from the Woodland Trust, and asked if each township wanted one tree or more. Notice boards would be used to communicate the options. Rosina Kazimierczak asked if Drumfearn could have a tree and was advised that the scheme was Sleat-wide. Members discussed how they could be administered with each community organising their own. Claire Hannah suggested this is not an easy process and Flora Maclean suggested that that an item is published on the website. Rob Ware agreed to put a news item on the website.
2.3 Charles Culbertson advised that the SCC account signatories are in the process of being changed.
2.4 Margaret Colpus had attended the latest Community Trust meeting on 30th April in her new role as co-opted Director. MC reported that the Sleat Local History Society and Archaelogical Society have proposed a ‘merger’ that would create a new heritage project, including the possibility of refurbishing the Steading at Armadale. Charles Culbertson agreed to get in touch with Maggie Macdonald with a view to SCC issuing a letter of support for the proposal.

2.5 Bus Services. Charles Culbertson had been advised that a subsidy was being made available in the north end of Skye for local bus services by Stagecoach but Sleat was receiving no such similar subsidy. Hamish Fraser had been asked to confirm but he advised that he believed there was no such subsidy. Pam Allan had suggested to Charles that the community procure its own bus for runs from Armadale to Broadford. Claire Hannah said that such a project could take as long as 3-4 years to set up and was very challenging. There is an internet site that centres on community transport. Charles said that he felt that Sleat had been ignored by Highland Council in respect of an adequate bus service and he will contact Hamish Fraser. Una Macleod advised that Citylink have cut their fares to £6.20 between Portree and Armadale/Ardvasar.
 2.6 Members discussed the schedule of meetings for the rest of 2012. There will be a break in     June, July and August. The Council however has to schedule an AGM by the end of June. Rob Ware agreed to email Liz Cowie asking why an AGM was necessary as the SCC was only convened in January of this year and when only three SCC meetings had taken place so far.
2.7 Freedom of Information. Claire Hannah will apply for the Data Protection register with the Information Commissioners Office. It is £35 pa and as SCC is a statutory body it is a legal requirement. 

2.8 Claire Hannah raised the issue of  ‘poo bins’ and said that the Highland Council will empty them as part of Refuse Collection but at present there are no formal request for bins.

2.9 Claire Hannah raised the issue of attendance by Community Councillors at Community Council Meetings. There are no guidelines but it is expected that Councillors attend at least six meetings a year.
.
3.
MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE

3.1 Charles Culbertson had had a letter from the Ardvasar Hall committee with regard to the summer Charity Cafes. It was felt that scheduling the summer cafes over a short period of two weeks was too demanding and as a result agreement had been sought to schedule one per week over the summer but no dates had been finalised. 13 slots were available mid-June to mid-September, 21st June-26th July and 4th August-15th September
3.2 Charles Culbertson advised that Ardvasar Hall are holding a Spring Car Boot Sale on 5th May organised by Mary Hyslop.

3.3 Claire Hannah advised there will be a presentation on the Camuscross and Duisdale Hub Project on Saturday 5th May at 1400-1700 in the Duisdale Hall. All welcome.
3.3 Margaret Colpus offered concern at the state of the township roads in Camuscross and Flora Maclean talked of Tarskavaig. These issues will be emailed to George Speed of TEC Services.

3.4 Notice Boards. Rob Ware advised that he had been in touch with Liz Cowie who advised that Highland Council do have a discretionary Ward fund for community projects such as Notice Boards. Councillors discussed the options of entire replacements across Sleat or replacing those that are beyond repair. Previous costs of boards ranged between £250 and £700. Councillors wanted to support local trades people where possible. Rob Ware agreed to investigate options further.
4.
AOCB - none
5. PUBLIC DISCUSSION SESSION
5.1  Una Macleod had noticed a large Scottish Water Tanker going up and down the Sleat Road. Claire Hannah agreed to investigate.

5.2 Flora Maclean confirmed that the Water Pipe  between Achnacloich and Tarskavaig was a temporary measure by Scottish Water in their works and she had been advised that this would be removed at the end of the project.
5.3 Rosina Kazimierczak asked about the Pharmaceutical Care Services Plan which was on the agenda for the March Meeting. NHS Highland said that they had sent a newsletter to SCC in which the latest issue contained information about the Care Plan and the Public Consultation. No such communication has been received by the Council.  Charles Culbertson will write to Mary Morton, Head of Pharmaceutical Care in Inverness. Rosina advised that the NHS Manager sees it as the responsibility of the SCC to act upon any information relevant in the newsletter, and that did include the consultation process for the Pharmaceutical Care Services Plan. Rob Ware said that he had added the document to the SCC website but felt that this was up to members of the public to comment on directly to the NHS and the Community Council should only act as a provider of information where appropriate.
5.4 Rosina Kazimierczak advised the Council concerning difficulties with obtaining good broadband coverage in Drumfearn. A discussion on broadband options took place between members of the public and Councillors and Charles Culbertson agreed to make further enquiries. David Ashford added information about the new broadband concept of ‘White Space’.
5.5 David Ashford advised that the payphone was still unserviceable in Camuscross after some time, which was unacceptable considering there is poor mobile phone coverage. David was asked to report this again to BT. 

5.6 David Ashford asked if there had been any consideration of the minutes and agendas of Meetings be offered in Gaelic as an alternative. Councillors stated that neither resources nor funds for this work are presently available.

5.7 David Ashford asked about advance notice of meetings and agendas. The Councillors agreed that where possible information would be posted as far in advance as practical.

The meeting closed at 2050 hrs.
The next meeting of the Sleat Community Council will take place at 1930 on Tuesday 4th September at 
Talla Duisdale. It is expected that the Annual General Meeting will take place by the end of June 2012. 

