I would like to invite you to a public meeting on Thursday 8th of 
March at 7pm at Sabhal Mor Ostaig to discuss current and future issues 
concerning public Transport in South Skye. Present will be David 
Summers from Highland Council, Steve Walker, Stagecoach, Councillor 
Hamish Fraser with members of Sleat Community Trust and Sleat 
Community Council.

The main concerns of South Skye residents and local businesses are as 
follows:

With the loss of the Stagecoach contracts we are very worried about 
the future of services operating down here and have for many years 
been expressing worries about the level and reliability.

The service we have at the moment is unmarked buses/people carrier (a 
different vehicle depending on time of day), there is know visible 
destination on the Bus, there is no timetable.

There is no price list for the service with drivers relying on 
passengers to know how much to pay, there are no tickets therefore 
drivers and passengers relying on good faith in terms of return 
journeys.

There is currently no service between Kyle, Breakish and Broadford 
folk have to use the Citylink Glasgow bus.

The old Summer timetable consisted of 11 buses per day this year we 
are to consider ourselves lucky to have 3 the effect on the tourism 
industry will be enormous.

How will local businesses survive when many of them rely on the 
hikers, walkers and backpackers, cyclists. These people are the 
bedrock of our local industry they use our local services, shops, 
cafes, hostels, B&B restaurants and tourist attractions if they cannot 
travel round the Island they will not stay. We should be nurturing 
these visitors not driving them away or into cars onto badly 
maintained over stretched roads.

This lack of transport is already having an effect on the local 
community. Pensioners from Armadale now have to travel by ferry to 
Mallaig to do grocery shopping, a parent in Sleat cannot get his child 
to nursery school, a home help who visits 10 people per week now has 
to stop visiting 4 of them as she cannot get to them without the bus 
service. Kyle Health Centre Dentist has no idea how patients from 
Glenelg will visit her. As reported by WHFP a new student at the West 
Highland College Campus in Broadford cannot get to her lectures. 
Students at Sabhal Mor Ostaig will be stranded at college with no 
means of exploring the local area or getting to and from ferry or 
train station.

We are constantly told in the press how more tourists than ever will 
visit Skye this year. As good as the news is of a predicted boost to 
tourism as pleased as I am that 4000 people will arrive on Skye in 
March for the Celtic Connections Big Top event. I wonder what those 
folk will do once they arrive.Will 4000 people be happy to walk 5 
miles on a treacherous mainly unpaved road from the train station in 
Kyle to Broadford Airstrip or 13 miles from the ferry at Armadale?

Many small business owners who rely on the visitors are very worried 
that if the bus service is not examined this could have a huge effect 
on our economy. Once the bus service to the Ferry is cut then it will 
be even easier to cut the Ferry itself.

We also still have the problem of bus shelters which are so badly 
maintained that they flood constantly and you are up to your shins in 
water if you go in.

Bus shelters so overgrown and dirty you cant see out and therefore 
have to wait outside on the road in the rain to see your bus arrive 
which is not only unpleasant but dangerous.

Out of date (by 3 years in one case) timetables in bus shelters.

New timetables issued up to three weeks after the change in bus times.

The issue of timetables has been an ongoing complaint , 6 years worth 
of letters and telephone calls have achieved nothing.

The timetables in the 2 main bus stops in Broadford send those wishing 
to go North, South and vice-versa not helpful if your a visitor. it 
really should not take 6 years to fix this particular problem.

I hope you will be available to lend your support to this very serious 
issue.

Many thanks for your time.

Kind regards

Pam Allan
01471 833369
