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December News – The Importance of Soil
Seasonal Spotlight
Winter can be quite a harsh time of year for much of our wildlife, but for some species it can offer a bit of respite from the harsher, colder climates further north. Winter is a fantastic time to see many bird species that we won’t see in summer such as redwings, fieldfares. Birds such as starlings start to flock, forming impressive murmurations in the sky.  Why not visit your local nature reserve on a winters day and see what new species you can find? 
The Yellow Wagtail Partnership 
We wanted to bring a bit of colour to this winter’s month by mentioning one of our main projects is the Yellow Wagtail Partnership. The Yellow Wagtail is not a species one would think about at this time of year as by now they will be back in the wintering grounds in sunny West Africa. Wild Oxfordshire have partnered with Earth Trust and Church Farm Partnership and Lower Farm to collectively manage four-miles of wet grassland along the River Thames from Clifton Hampden to Shillingford. The aim of the project is to sustainably manage these grasslands for the benefit of wildlife including the Yellow Wagtail but also in a way that is economically beneficial for the partnering businesses. However, this project is not just about the Yellow Wagtail, we want to increase the plant and insect diversity and abundance as well. This in turn will increase the amount of food available for many species of bird including House Martins, Swifts, Snipe and Lapwings. Check out our website for more information. https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/action/yellow-wagtail

Tips for looking after wildlife this winter: 
· Always move your burn piles before you light them! The best habitat piles are usually created on nature reserves and to the untrained eye, these look a lot like burn piles. The wildlife thinks so too and so many creatures use burn piles to sleep in, including hedgehogs, frogs, voles, and lizards. To avoid burning hibernating wildlife, you must move burn piles before lighting them. 
· Crack ice on your bird baths, water dishes and ponds so that our winter wildlife can still drink. Who knows which birds you might see enjoying a sip.
· Leave area(s) of your garden undisturbed to allow hibernating wildlife to sleep in peace and unharmed. Some invertebrates hibernate in hollow stems of grassland and scrub species such as cow parsley and other umbellifers. Avoid cutting these as they might be home to sleeping beetles, bees, spiders or even ladybirds.
· Log piles are well sought over for both people and wildlife at this time of year. If you can, try to leave a pile outside untouched to allow hedgehogs and other hibernating wildlife to sleep in it over winter. 
· If you find a sick or injured hedgehog or other wild animal, please call Tiggywinkles Wildlife Hospital on 01844 292292
To find out more about Wildlife friendly gardening - head over to the Wild Oxfordshire website at www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk and have a look in guidance.

World Soil Day
The 5th of December is World Soil Day, held annually to highlight to importance of healthy soil and its sustainable management. Soil is vital for plant growth and therefore food production. Healthy soils filter and store water, reducing the risk of flooding. Soil can even help mitigate against climate change by storing carbon from the atmosphere. In addition, soil provides a habitat for many different species including bacteria, fungi, worms, invertebrates. It is estimated that a single teaspoon of healthy soil can contain more living organisms than there are people on Earth - that’s over 7 billion microbes! We can all do our bit to support healthy soils. This can be in your garden through reducing the amount of chemicals you apply, composting and mulching, or turning your lawn into a meadow. We can also do our bit by supporting farmers who are working to improve their soil quality through sustainable farming practices – when you can, buy organic or directly from the farmer. 

Sophie Cunnington, Wild Oxfordshire Yellow Wagtail Partnership Officer
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