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The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District  Community  Council

Chairman

Gordon Edgar

4/10 Dunsdale Road, Selkirk, TD7 5EB
01750 720168
Vice-chairman
Dr. Lindsay Neil

46 Hillside Terrace, Selkirk, TD7 4ND
01750 720841

Secretary

David Bethune

5 Marion Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 4LY
01750 721703

Hon. Treasurer
Tom Combe

68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
01750 720921
Minute: Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk


on Monday 8th February, 2010, at 7pm 
1) Present: Community Councillors Gordon Edgar (chair), Dr. Lindsay Neil (vice-chair), David Bethune (secretary), Tom Combe (treasurer), Caroline Cruikshank, Graham Easton, Jim Gibson, Wilma Gunn, Bob Kerr,  Ian King and Alistair Pattullo, and Scottish Borders Councillors Vicky Davidson,  Carolyn Riddell-Carre and Kenneth Gunn (from 7.20pm)
[also in attendance: PC Lesley Shiell (until end of item 6), no members of the Press and 2 members of the public]

2) Apologies: were received from Community Councillor John Munro, and Scottish Borders Councillor Kenneth Gunn (late due to attendance at other meetings)
3) The minutes of the meeting held on 14th December were approved (proposed: B. Kerr, seconded: L. Neil), subject to a correction to the Police report, altering “children reported for vandalism and anti-social behaviour” to read “children hanging around on the streets”.
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda  - none.

5) Declarations of interest – none
6) Lothians and Borders Police
PC Lesley Shiell reported on 22 crimes recorded, and 11 crimes solved, during December.  The crimes recorded included 5 cases of vandalism, 4 assaults, 3 thefts, 6 driving offences, 6 breaches of the peace, and one case of an adult supplying alcohol to a minor (as a result of Operation Gazelle).  
An overall solvency rate of 64% for 2009 was an improvement on 2008 figures, although the actual number of crimes reported was down.

During January, 12 crimes were recorded, and 6 crimes solved.  The crimes recorded included 7 cases of vandalism, 2 thefts, 1 fraud, 1 motor vehicle theft, and 1 breach of bail.

During 2009, 7 road traffic accidents involving injury occurred on the A7 between Synton Mossend and the Rink Road end;  two of these were within the town boundaries. 
Currently, a campaign is underway to deal with motor offences, including speeding, seat-belt offences, and the use of mobile phones whilst driving




7) Planning: 
(a) Planning applications considered:   
	
	application
	applicant
	action / comments 

	(i)
	09/01782/FUL - extension to existing office accommodation and linked depot building, South Bridge House, Whinfield Road
	SBHA
	approved, subject to maintaining existing footpaths, and providing additional landscaping 

	
	
	
	


(b) Other planning matters:  

i. Abbotsford House development:  A set of plans has been received, with an offer to make a presentation at a Council meeting.  It was agreed that G. Edgar should contact the developers to agree a date for a public meeting, probably in March, at which the full presentation could be made.
ii. Buxton and Whitmuir: site visits are still to be arranged.

(a) 
(b) 
8) Reports from SBC Councillors: 

(a) Councillor Riddell-Carre: 
(i) reported that the SBC budget setting meeting will take place this week;  there have been some increases to funding (payments to foster carers, respite care), and the Council Tax has been frozen for another year;
(ii) reported that planning conditions are to be enforced so that the Priory path can be reinstated; 

(iii) reported that new recycling bins should be distributed this month, with bi-monthly alternate collections of general waste and recycled waste beginning in August;
L. Neil commended SBC staff on their efforts to keep the roads cleared during the heavy snow in December and January.  The Council agreed to write a letter to SBC, thanking them for this work.

[Cllr. K Gunn arrived at 7.20pm]

(iv) 
(v) 
(vi) 
(b) Councillor Davidson: 
(i) reported that work had begun to improve drainage in South Port;  this will last 8 weeks, during which the Bog Park will be used for storage;
(ii) reported that the flood protection group are meeting this week for a progress update;

(iii) expressed concerns about the number of bins which will be present in streets such as Forest Road when the new recycling bins are introduced;  C. Riddell-Carre responded that all households will be assessed, and alternative arrangements made where another bin would be impractical;

(iv) reported that changes are being made to the street furniture at the Fleshmarket steps;

(v) reported that improvements (sheds and paving) are to be made in Halliwells Close;

(vi) noted that nominations are still open for Business Excellence Awards;

(vii) expressed concern on the loss of the SBHA wardens.

T. Combe asked why the hole at the top of the Fleshmarket steps was still open;  V. Davidson agreed to pursue this matter with Scottish Water.
L. Neil suggested providing shared large bins in Forest Road.  Householders should address queries to Julie Rankine at SBC.
C. Cruickshank suggested a handrail be installed at the steepest section of The Green.  V. Davidson will investigate.

OPEN FORUM (taken at 7.35pm, following item 8(b))

No questions were raised from the public benches.

8) Reports from SBC Councillors: 

(c) Councillor Gunn: 
(i) is continuing to put pressure on BEAR Scotland re the condition of the A7 through the town;  some town centre resurfacing will take place from 21st February for 2 nights; a meeting with BEAR about pavements has been postponed due to the winter weather;
(ii) reported on a site visit at the Ettrick Road junction;  a feasibility study suggests that a major rerouting of the road through the play park and Heatherlie Park to emerge at the foot of The Green was possible, but not in the current financial climate;  a cheaper alternative was to make minor adjustments to alignments, and install no left turn and no right turn signs at the junction;  this latter proposal had been approved by the Ettrick & Yarrow Council, and was approved by this Council; 
(iii) reported that a proposal was being considered to reduce the water levels in St. Mary’s Loch and Megget to reduce the risk of further serious flooding;

(iv) complained that budget briefing papers were only made available to opposition Councillors 55 minutes before the briefing meeting.

J. Gibson suggested that much of the pavement damage in the town centre was due to vehicles (both delivery vehicles and cars) parking on the kerb.  I. King agreed, but added that if the materials used were of sufficient quality they would last longer, and be cheaper in the long run.

G. Edgar asked for someone to investigate the open drain at the top of the Pringle Park.  
G. Edgar asked about the rationale for changing the opening times of the recycling centre.  V. Davidson stated that this was based on usage, but conceded that usage might increase with the introduction of bi-monthly uplifts.
G. Edgar expressed concern about the £70K proposed cut in Direct Payments to those elderly who arrange their own care.  C. Riddell-Carre agreed to provide a full explanation (this was later circulated electronically to members).
(v) 
(d) 
9) Common Good Fund Operation
(a) L. Neil commented that it was heartening to see so much public support (at the earlier public meeting) for the Council’s current actions in correcting the Common Good asset register, and asked for any members able to do so to offer their time to help pursue this.

(b) W. Gunn asked a number of questions about the cancellation of the “impromptu meeting” in January, the calling of the public meeting earlier this evening, and the Council’s support for L. Neil’s efforts.  In response, it was clarified that no meeting of the Council took place in January, that the public meeting was called after agreement by the office-bearers, and that the Council had stated its support for L. Neil’s pursuit of an accurate and complete Common Good asset register at its September meeting. 

[T. Combe left the meeting to attend to payment of evening study class tutors]

10) Correspondence

	
	Item
	From
	Action

	(a)
	phone request for meeting 
	Abbotsford Trust
	see item 7(b)(i) above

	(b)
	information about Custody Visiting Scheme
	L&B Police
	noted

	(c)
	invitation to training day (13th Feb) on new planning scheme
	Planning Aid for Scotland
	circulated electronically

	(d)
	information on National Spring Clean Week
	SBC
	noted

	(e)
	notification of repair works on B709
	SBC
	noted

	(f)
	information on CC funding and insurance
	SBC
	passed to treasurer;  B. Kerr noted that, despite a recommendation by ASCC, Councillors are not insured against accusations of libel or slander


It was suggested that a treasurer’s report be provided at regular intervals.  This will be discussed with the treasurer before the next meeting.

11) Reports from Sub-committees and associated groups 

(a) Selkirk Hill Management Group – I. King reported on the January meeting.  The group are looking at funding, exploring a possible link between the Abbeys Way, the Haining and Selkirk Hill, and are in discussion with the Gorman family about the siting of a bench in memory of Charlie Gorman.
(b) Plattling Twinning Group – no report
12) Reports from working group

(a) Evening Study Groups - no report
13) Reports from outside bodies 

(a) Selkirk Regeneration Company -  L. Neil invited members to attend a Members Meeting on 23rd February at 7pm in 1 Tower Street.
(b) Scott’s Selkirk Committee – G. Easton reported on a successful weekend despite a tight budget, and that the Scott’s Selkirk shop is going well..
14) Confirmation of June meeting
It was confirmed that the June meeting will be on June 22nd, not as previously listed.
15) Other business

(a) Ex-soldiers 100th Anniversary – G. Easton reported that the ex-soldiers’ Association wish to donate a commemorative bench, to be sited on the grassed area behind Bemersyde Crescent.  He was advised to contact SBHA as the land owners.
The meeting closed at 8.48pm.

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council:

Monday 8th March, 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.  

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………
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