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Minutes of the 44th Annual general meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk & District Community Council held on Monday 14th June 2020 via Zoom, commencing at 18:30.

1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Alistair Pattullo (Chair), Alisdaire Lockhart, George Irvine, Tom Combe, Judith Thompson, Graham Easton, Aileen Firth, Sue Bremner, David Deacon, and Kirsty Lovatt. SBC Councillors Caroline Cochrane and Elaine Thornton-Nicol, and 2 members of the press also present. 


Chairman welcomed and thanked everyone for making time to attend a rather different form of AGM.

2.       
Apologies – Ian King, Jim Stillie and Gordon Edgar

3.       
Minutes of AGM held on 13th May 2019 approved by Graham Easton and seconded by Judith Thomson.

4.       
Chairman’s Report – attached.

5.       
Treasurer’s Report – available electronically.


AL asked how the money available compares with the last year. JT confirmed that there is £500 less but the CC funded more ventures this year such as the Walking Festival.


Treasurer’s report approved by AL and seconded by GEas.


Before moving on to appointment of Office Bearers, all members of the CC agreed to abide by the SBC Code of Conduct for Community Councillors.

6.       
Appointment of Office Bearers:


Chair – Al Pattullo. Proposed by JT and seconded by AL.


Vice-Chair – Graham Easton. Proposed by AP and seconded by DD.


Treasurer – Judith Thomson. Proposed by AP and seconded by KL.

Secretary – It was agreed that AP would continue dealing with any correspondence and KL would continue with minute-taking duties.


Auditor – Viv Ross. Proposed by AL and seconded by KL.

Assistant Treasurer – It was agreed that there is no longer a need for an assistant Treasurer but TC happy to help with any issues.

7.       
Appointment to roles:


Planning Spokesperson – Ian King.

8.       
Appointment to Sub-Groups:


SHMG – Ian King, Jim Stillie, and Graham Easton.


Blooming Selkirk – Graham Easton, Judith Thomson, Alistair Pattullo, and David Deacon.


Selkirk Response Team – Alistair Pattullo and Graham Easton.

9.       
Appointment to associated group:


Plattling Twinning Group – Alistair Pattullo and Tom Combe.

10.     
Appointments to outside bodies:


Selkirk Sessions – Jim Stillie.


Scott’s Selkirk – Tom Combe and Alistair Pattullo.


Chamber of Trade/Selkirk BIDS – Ian King and Caroline Penman.


Common Good Fund – Tom Combe


A7 Action Group – Ian King, Gordon Edgar, and any other CC member.


SBCC Network – Alisdaire Lockhart and Ian King


Eildon Area Partnership – Any CC member


Auld Kirkyard Group – Alisdaire Lockhart


SBHA – George Irvine

The regular monthly meeting of the Council will be held immediately after the AGM.

www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk
Chair’s Report 2020

Welcome to the 44th Annual General Meeting of Selkirk Community Council and the first to be held entirely online.

Since our last AGM, indeed, since our last regular meeting, the lives of all of us have changed almost beyond recognition. Two weeks after our March meeting we found ourselves in lockdown. Most of us in employment were furloughed, the self-employed were applying for Government support and we all found ourselves confined to our homes and gardens except for limited exercise and essential shopping. This meant that potentially large numbers of people in our community who were vulnerable or at high risk from the virus would require assistance with some of their most basic needs. I am proud to say that we were in a position to offer that assistance from the very first day of the lockdown as a direct result of the work we had carried out previously to set up the Selkirk Response Team. This swung into action speedily, we set up a working committee and were immediately able to identify both volunteers and those in need of aid and to match up those two groups.

We were almost overwhelmed by the response of Selkirk people and actually had far more volunteers than we needed, as a result nobody in Selkirk should have gone without any essentials. We set up the Response Team pop-up shop which has been managed by Graham Easton from the start and this has provided a hub from which we were able to organise the work of the Team. I cannot praise Graham enough for the hours he has put in to matching up the volunteers and the needs of the community, his reassuring voice at the end of the phone has been a great comfort to many vulnerable and often distressed residents. 

That is not to ignore the contributions made by the other members of the core group and the massive support given by the people of Selkirk and the Valleys who have generously donated time and money and put service before self during this difficult and most exceptional period. When we set up the Response Team I think we expected to be mainly clearing the snow off the pavements, instead we found ourselves to be the first point of contact for many people who were really struggling in the midst of a crisis none of us could have foreseen and which none of us was trained for. What we saw in Selkirk was the epitome of community service and I am proud of what we have achieved.

In comparison to recent events the business of the Community Council over the past year seems like something that took place in another world. But I do want to pick out some of our achievements.

We hosted the 25th Scottish Borders Walking Festival in Selkirk in September in partnership with Ettrick & Yarrow Community Council. The event was a great success, as well as raising money for local charities the Festival was able to repay the funding from both Community Councils and the feedback from visitors was overwhelmingly positive. Including the free strolls 800 guided walks set out over the course of the week and thankfully they all came back again! I would like to thank the small army of volunteers who made it such a memorable and enjoyable week.

Another successful event was held in December, ahead of the General Election when the Council hosted a hustings in the Victoria Halls. This was attended by a good audience and all of the election candidates were present and were closely questioned on their policies.

We were joined by two new members this year and I’d like to thank Sue Bremner and Aileen Firth for their decision to join the Community Council, their membership means that the Council is now at full strength again.

Once more I’d like to thank our SBC Councillors for their continued commitment to this Council and for their efforts on behalf of the community. We are in strange territory still, and we have no way of knowing how this epidemic will play out but if the experience of recent months is any guide I’m sure that this Community Council and the community it represents will continue to do the best we can for the safety and improvement of the Royal and Ancient Burgh. Thank you all for your service.
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