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The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District  Community  Council

Chairman

Bob Kerr


15 Cannon Street, Selkirk, TD7 5BP
01750 722658
Vice-chairman
Dr. Lindsay Neil

46 Hillside Terrace, Selkirk, TD7 4ND
01750 720841

Secretary

David Bethune

5 Marion Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 4LY
01750 721703

Hon. Treasurer
Tom Combe

68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
01750 720921

Minute: Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk


at 7pm on Monday 10th August, 2009


1) Present: Community Councillors Bob Kerr (Chair), Dr. Lindsay Neil (Vice-chair), David Bethune (Secretary), Tom Combe, Caroline Cruikshank, Graham Easton, Gordon Edgar, Jim Gibson, Wilma Gunn, Ian King, John Munro, and Scottish Borders Councillor Vicky Davidson.
[also in attendance: PC Lesley Shiell (until end of item 6), no Press representatives,  and 2 members of the public]

2) Apologies: Community Councillor Alistair Pattullo and Scottish Borders Councillors Kenneth Gunn and Carolyn Riddell-Carre. 
3) The minutes of the meeting of 13th July were approved (proposed: L. Neil, seconded: T. Combe).
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda:  V. Davidson reported that information on the Fairfield Road site was still awaited.
5) Declarations of interest: none.
6) Lothian and Borders Police
PC Lesley Shiell reported that there had been 11 recorded crimes, and 7 crimes solved during July, with a solvency rate of 74% to date this year.  In additional to the usual range of offences, the past month included the reckless discharge of a firearm, for which 3 males have been charged.

Several Councillors reported concerns over disturbances, under-age drinking and anti-social behaviour, mainly caused by a small minority of young people; areas involved included the Kirk Wynd, Auld Kirkyard, Fleshmarket Steps, the roofs of the Post Office and Town Hall.  A letter from local resident A. Cruickshank reinforced this concern.  It was reported that a number of youths under the influence of alcohol are seen in the town centre every Friday, Saturday and Sunday night.  The main issue was the apparent lack of police presence, despite repeated calls by the Council for more patrols, and for the police to be more proactive, rather than waiting for calls from members of the public, who are often reported as afraid to speak out, or feel that the slow police response means it is not worth their while.  

It was agreed that the Secretary should write to the new Chief Superintendent Graham Sinclair expressing these serious concerns, and inviting him to meet with the Council as soon as possible.   PC Shiell agreed to obtain statistics on the actual number of anti-social behaviour calls received by the police from the Selkirk area.

G. Easton reported that he, along with some young people from Rowland’s, were arranging a meeting with a representative of the Carers Association, and residents of Court Lane who had been the victims of anti-social behaviour from youths in the area.

OPEN FORUM (taken at 7.30pm)

(a) G. Huggan proposed a notice board in the town centre giving information about the wide range of local walks (see correspondence).
(b) M. Smail thanked the Council for the good wishes he had received, and wished the Council success.

(c) G. Edgar reported that the Children’s Reporter’s Office needs external maintenance;  V. Davidson agreed to pursue this.
7) Planning: 
(a) Planning applications considered:

	
	application
	applicant
	action / comments 

	1.
	09/00952/FUL: 11 Victoria Crescent: replacement windows
	Marie Ashwood
	object on the grounds that any change from timber windows to uPVC would constitute a material erosion of the character of Selkirk’s Conservation Area. 


(b) Other planning matters:
(i) I. King reported that the application to the Town Centre Regeneration Fund had been unsuccessful.  Although the fund had been hugely oversubscribed, the feedback provided by the Fund administrators was irrelevant to the actual application.   V. Davidson reported that SBC were submitting a bid worth £400K for the 2nd tranche of funds; this would include improvements to the Market Place, setting of Sir Walter Scott statue, Halliwells Close, the Auld Kirkyard and the car park.  In view of this, it was agreed not to re-submit the 1 Tower Street proposal, but to include it in the other bid and/or seek other sources of funding.   It was also agreed that I.King and L. Neil would write to all the local MSPs protesting about the inappropriateness of the reasons given for the rejection of the original bid.

(ii) C. Cruickshank asked whether the new windows in a flat in Kirk Wynd had received planning approval.  I. King agreed to investigate.
8) Reports from SBC Councillors: 

(a) Councillor Davidson: 
(i) expressed her gratitude to the late Andrew Nimmo-Smith for the generous bequest of the Haining Estate and a sum of money, for the benefit of the people of Selkirkshire, and reported that the executors have already met with Historic Scotland and SBC;  the sentiment was unanimously approved, and it was agreed to write to the executors accordingly;

(ii) reported that the caravan park had recently been inspected by VisitScotland and awarded 3* grading;

(iii) reported that the Doors open Day (19th September) will include access to Eildon Housing HQ, the weaving shed, guided walks in the Haining and at the Waterwheel, Aikwood Tower, Ettrick Riverside, Clapperton Studio, and all Council Buildings;

(iv) reported that Smedheugh viewing was to take place this Friday (15th August);  G. Edgar asked if the consultants (FBR) who had advised SBC on the letting were those who had previously advised on Pilmuir;

(v) reported that SBC would be moving towards adoption of the Local Plan in the near future

(vi) advised that next week’s Eildon Area Committee had been cancelled;

(vii) reported that the CGWP were to meet with Tom Young of Energy Saving Trust.

(b) Councillor Gunn:  not present – a written report was received and noted.
(c) Councillor Riddell-Carre: not present – a written report was received and noted.
It was agreed that, where SBC Councillors are unable to attend Community Council meetings and submit written reports, these will be circulated and noted, and the Chairman may then, at his discretion, raise any matters from these reports under “other competent business”.  

9) Common Good Fund Operation 

(a) L. Neil reported on ongoing research into Common Good administration;  a reply is awaited from SBC re the status of the Pringle Park, and another FOI request dating back to December 08.

(b) The Council agreed to cover minor costs relating to the purchase of a 1909 map required to investigate land ownership issues;  it was agreed that costs of actions should be notified to the Council in advance.

(c) D. Bethune reported on a reply from SBC Chief Executive D. Hume advising that he did not intend to recommend a change to current arrangements for the CGFWG;  however it was noted that these changes are likely to come about in due course.

(d) Following the Chairman and Vice-chairman’s attendance at a meeting with members of the Scottish Government, it was agreed that they should write to John Swinney MSP requesting that the Community Council take on additional powers as suggested, and also to write to all other Community Councils in the Scottish Borders encouraging them to do likewise. 
10) Correspondence

	
	Item
	From
	Action

	(a)
	letter of apology 
	Raymond du Bois, returning officer
	noted 

	(b)
	letter re CGFWP standing orders
	D. Hume, SBC 
	see 9(c) above

	(c)
	consultation on training needs
	SBCCN
	D. Bethune to circulate and collate responses

	(d)
	notification of annual seminar and AGM
	SBCCN
	G. Edgar to attend

	(e)
	applications for premises licences
	SB Licensing Board
	noted

	(f)
	letter proposing a walks noticeboard
	G. Huggan
	L. Neil to raise at SRG, and G. Edgar at Chamber of Trade, with a view to all 3 groups working together – ideally with SBC’s Access Officer - to achieve this good idea

	(g)
	briefing notice on new SB Wardens scheme (covering a much wider remit that previously)
	SBC
	noted

	(h)
	request for members to join SB Community Safety Panels
	SBC
	noted

	(i)
	information about Community Energy Conference (27/28 August)
	Community Energy Scotland
	L. Neil and D. Bethune to attend (travel costs to be reimbursed)

	(j)
	notification of AGM (28/09)
	SBHA
	G . Easton to attend (taking over from ex-Councillor J. Howie)


11) Reports from Sub-groups 

(a) Selkirk Hill Management Group – no report – meeting cancelled. 

(b) Plattling Twinning Group – L. Neil agreed to find out more about a possible twinning with St.Luc and Guichainville.

12) Reports from associated groups and working groups 

(a) Evening Study groups – these will restart in the first week of September;  the Lindean Art Class will be relocated to Selkirk High School.

13) Reports from outside bodies 

(a) Selkirk Regeneration Group -  L. Neil reported that the SRG have been in touch with the Haining executors, and must now await an approach from the Trust.
14) Proposed Pride o’ Selkirk Award – it was agreed not to support this proposal.
15) Possibility of co-opting additional non-voting members – it was agreed not to consider co-options until the new Council had bedded in, and then only when there was a clear reason for doing so.
16) Other business

(a) Yarrow terrace / Ettrick Road junction: V. Davidson and B. Kerr would arrange a meeting involving all 3 SBC Councillors, appropriate SBC officials and representatives from both local Community Councils, to discuss how this junction could be improved;
(b) Friends of Viewfield Trust:  L. Neil will request that this body be reconvened.

Meeting closed at 9.40pm

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council:

Monday 14th September, at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.  

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………
www.selkirkcommunitycouncil.co.uk
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