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The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District  Community  Council

Chairman

Gordon Edgar

4/10 Dunsdale Road, Selkirk, TD7 5EB
01750 720168
Vice-chairman
Dr. Lindsay Neil

46 Hillside Terrace, Selkirk, TD7 4ND
01750 720841

Secretary

David Bethune

5 Marion Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 4LY
01750 721703

Hon. Treasurer
Tom Combe

68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
01750 720921
Minute: Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk


on Monday 8th November, 2010, at 7pm 

1) Present: Community Councillors Gordon Edgar (chair), Dr. Lindsay Neil (vice-chair), David Bethune (secretary), Tom Combe (treasurer), Caroline Cruikshank, Jim Gibson, Wilma Gunn, Bob Kerr, John Munro and Ian King and  Scottish Borders Councillor Vicky Davidson.
[also in attendance: 1 member of the Press and 2 members of the public]

Chairman Gordon Edgar reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, and that all recording devices should be switched off.

2) Apologies: were received from Community Councillors Graham Easton and Alistair Pattullo, Scottish Borders Councillor Kenneth Gunn, PC Roy Brown and Community Warden Colin Mitchell.
3) The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October were approved (proposed: C. Cruikshank; seconded: J. Gibson), following some discussion related to the wording of the final two sentences of item 7.  W. Gunn wished to record her dissent from this decision.  The Secretary asked that Councillors contact him as soon as possible after the initial Draft Minutes are circulated with any corrections or amendments.   
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda  
None

OPEN FORUM (taken at 7.30pm)
Dougie Purves:
a. asked when he would be notified by the police with regard to an item of lost property he had handed in on 8th August;  G. Edgar informed him that this happens after 6 months, if the item has not been claimed;
b. reported a dead badger lying at the roadside adjacent to the golf course;
c. reported that security fencing has been erected around the partly developed old waterworks building in Kingsland Avenue, and requested a “doggy bin” in the area;
d. asked about the former Elliot mill;  V. Davidson explained the current situation, with SBC making the building safe, there being no owner;  she also reported that there had been no resolution to the use of the mill car park as a through route;
W.Gunn reported that SBC were proposing to close Registry Offices, including the one in Selkirk.  

I. King reported that the option to pay Council Tax over the counter at the local Contact Centre may be withdrawn.

5) Declarations of interest 

B. Kerr declared an interest in planning item 7(a)(v) as a near neighbour.

6) (a) Lothians and Borders Police
PC R. Brown was unable to attend;  a written report had been circulated in advance.

(b) SB Wardens
Community Warden C. Mitchell was unable to attend;  a written report had been circulated in advance.

7) Planning: 
(a) Planning applications considered: 
	
	application
	applicant
	action / comments 

	(i)
	10/01407/FUL and 10/01408/LBCNN: replacement dormer, 42 West Port
	Mr & Mrs J Nelson
	recommended approval

	(ii)
	10/01498/FUL: replacement windows, Hawthorn Bank, 23 Scott’s Place
	Mr & Mrs B Hill
	recommended approval in principle, but recommended that the window be sub-divided by astragals to match original design

	(iii)
	10/01413/FUL and 10/01414/LBC: change of use, internal and external alterations, to form 6 units comprising office/workshop/studio space, Haining Stables and Coach House
	The Haining Charitable Trust
	confirmed support for Trust  and recommended approval, but with endorsement of recommendations as per I. King’s report


	(iv)
	10/01341/PPP: erection of 2 dwelling houses, land west of 1 Fairfield Drive
	P Hermiston
	recommended approval in principle as a site suitable for 2 houses, provided a number of comments and concerns are addressed

	(v)
	10/01344/PPP: residential development of 30 Units,  Linglie Road
	Berand Homes Limited
	recommended rejection on the grounds

that the application as submitted is unsatisfactory in design and the layout is inadequate 


(b) Other Planning matters 
(i) Ref -4/02501/FUL: Reconsultation - I. King outlined the main points of his discussion paper on the proposed Green Power Broadmeadows Wind Farm, and invited comment.  Issues raised included

· disruption to Southern Upland Way walkers

· the need for prominent overland grid access pylons from the project site to the Yair sub station

· potential intrusion/ disfigurement of local landscape
· the resulting prevention of any other wind farm development (including small ones on farms and domestic properties) within 50 miles of the Eskdalemuir Seismic array

· the tiny fraction of the profit going to local communities compared to the potential benefits accruing from a  community-owned wind farm

· the resultant adverse effect of the project on the economic regeneration of Selkirk.

I. King undertook to draft a response, based on these comments.

(ii) I. King was thanked for all his work in attending to planning matters, and reminded that he should claim expenses for printing, paper and other outlays.

(iii)  A report on the proposed new town entrance signs will be presented at the next meeting.

8) Reports from SBC Councillors:  

(a) Councillor Gunn:  not present – written report tabled and circulated. 
(b) Councillor Riddell-Carre: not present – no report

(c) Councillor Davidson:  
(i) reported that Eildon Area Councillors will continue to meet to undertake some of the remit of the former Eildon Area Committee;

(ii) reported that the contractor is being chased up to complete the repairs to the railings on The Green;

(iii) reported that a draft report on the flood protection scheme will be circulated for consultation, and that Conor Price, Flood Protection Officer, has offered to give a presentation to the Council;  it was agreed that this should take place at 6pm, before the December meeting;

(iv) encouraged attendance at the sports strategy conference on 12th December;

(v) encouraged Councillors and members of the public to vote for Selkirk Rugby Club’s all-weather training area on “ITV’s Millions” on 23rd November;

(vi) reported that SBC had approved several shop front grants for properties in Selkirk;

(vii) reported on budget negotiations currently underway at SBC to substantially reduce costs;  

9) Common Good Fund Operation

L. Neil requested more feedback on Common Good Fund matters, in the form of regular reports from SBC Councillors to assist public awareness.  

V. Davison reported that

a. a date has been set to resolve the fishing lease dispute
b. a meeting will take place soon re works at South Common Farm
c. the new SBC lawyer is investigating various properties, and so far has identified “the green shed” as a Common Good Asset.
10) Correspondence

	
	Item
	From
	Action

	(a)
	national ballot, notification of annual national conference (20 Nov)
	ASCC
	G. Edgar and D. Bethune to respond

	(b)
	invitation to planning aid seminar (20 Nov)
	SBC
	passed to I. King

	(c)
	consultation on draft supplementary planning guidance on shop fronts and signs
	SBC
	I. King to respond

	(d)
	‘walk it’ health walks leaflet
	SBC
	noted

	(e)
	letter re early engagement on local development plan (LDP)
	SBC
	passed to I. King

	(f)
	letter re proposed Royal Burgh Games 2012 (circulated)
	Lauderdale Community Council
	2 representatives to attend meeting sought

	(g)
	information sheets (circulated)
	Energy Saving Trust
	noted

	(h)
	minutes and agenda of SBCCN Core Group meetings (circulated)
	SBC
	noted

	(i)
	road closure notices: Market Place, Christmas Eve; Scott’s Selkirk
	SBC
	noted

	(j)
	Safer Communities Annual Report 2010 (circulated)
	SBC
	noted

	(k)
	online bulletin #1 (circulated)
	ASCC
	noted

	(l)
	notification of Voluntary Sector Conversation (26 Nov) (circulated)
	SBC
	anyone attending to notify lforbes@scotborders.gov.uk

	(m)
	invite to launch of SB Rape Crisis Centre (22 Nov)
	SBC
	noted


11) SBC Sports Facilities Draft Report
G. Edgar reported that

a. the consultation period has been extended to the end of January 2011;

b. a Selkirk action group has been set up;

c. he will attend this group as the Community Council representative;

d. the Community Council will assist by calling a public meeting

In response to a query by I. King, V. Davidson agreed to find out the exact remit of the consultants.
I. King pointed out that the Consultant’s report ignored the benefits of sport and leisure activity to the health and wellbeing of all age groups in the community.

Councillors were encouraged to submit individual responses to the consultation document.

12) Reports from Sub-committee: Selkirk Hill Management Group – Minutes of last meeting received.  G. Edgar reported.unauthorised surface stripping and verge removal on the east section of the former drove road at Buxton;  the work has been stopped, the drainage is to be reinstated to avoid further erosion, and a formal proposal sought.  Locals are encouraged to watch out for fly-tipping at Buxton, and to report it to the Police if observed.  W. Gunn reported that some dog owners were throwing bags of dog dirt into the trees and bushes near the Pot Loch.

13) Reports from associated groups: Plattling Twinning Group – nothing to report.
14) Report on Evening Study Classes – financial update has been provided at the AGM.
15) Reports from other community organisations and outside bodies

(a) Selkirk Regeneration Company:  L. Neil was encouraged to apply for funding if required.
(b) Scott’s Selkirk:  T. Combe reported that the Scott’s Selkirk committee had been unable to accept His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch’s kind offer of a large Christmas tree for the Market Place due to alleged difficulties in gaining access to a suitable electrical supply.  This may be resolved for Christmas 2011.
16) Update to Constitution

Discussion of this deferred until B. Kerr can clarify issues with SCB and ASCC.

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council:

Monday 13th December, 2010 at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.  

The Meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………
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