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 The Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District  Community  Council

Chairman

Gordon Edgar

4/10 Dunsdale Road, Selkirk, TD7 5EB
01750 720168
Vice-chairman
Dr. Lindsay Neil

46 Hillside Terrace, Selkirk, TD7 4ND
01750 720841

Secretary

David Bethune

5 Marion Crescent, Selkirk, TD7 4LY
01750 721703

Hon. Treasurer
Tom Combe

68 Back Row, Selkirk, TD7 4AG
01750 720921
Minute of Meeting held in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk

on Monday 20th June, 2011, at 7pm 

1) Present: Community Councillors Gordon Edgar (chair), Dr. Lindsay Neil (vice-chair), David Bethune (secretary), Caroline Cruikshank, Graham Easton, Bob Kerr, Ian King, John Munro and Alistair Pattullo (from 7.15pm) and Scottish Borders Councillor Vicky Davidson.

[also in attendance: 1 member of the public]

Chairman Gordon Edgar welcomed the public, and reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the Chair, and that all recording devices should be switched off.
2) Apologies: were received from Community Councillor Tom Combe (treasurer), SBC Councillor Carolyn Riddell-Carre, and PC Roy Brown.
[note: as a result of confusion over the date of the meeting, belated apologies were received from Councillors K. Gunn, W. Gunn and  J. Gibson]
3) The minutes of the meeting held on 9th May were approved (proposed: J. Munro; seconded: L. Neil).
4) Matters arising from the minute not otherwise included on agenda 
(a) G. Edgar had been unable to attend the launch of the accessibility guide.

(b) V. Davidson reported that Mr. Henderson had stated that the Priory Path will be completed “within a month” from May 24th.

(c) I. King reported on a successful litter pick, organised by A.Pattullo.

5) Declarations of interest  - none

6) (a) Lothians and Borders Police 
PC Roy Brown was unable to be present, but submitted a written report, in which he reported that there had been 16 crimes reported since the last meeting, of which 12 have been solved.  In addition, there were 7 youth calls.  An 18-year old male has been reported to the procurator fiscal for buying and supplying alcohol to minors.   Over the Common Riding weekend, a number of houses had been entered whilst insecure, with occupants asleep;  the public were advised to ensure their properties were always left secure.

(b) SB Wardens  - no report
7) Planning: 
(a) Planning applications considered:
	
	application
	applicant
	action / comments 

	(i)
	11/0077A/LBCNN and 11/00751/FUL:  2 Thornfield Avenue: alteration of boundary wall and formation of vehicular access
	Mr. Mark Wilson
	expressed concern over public safety with access directly on to main road with poor sight lines


(b)  Other planning matters:   
(i) C. Cruikshank and I. King reported concerns about poor maintenance of the Municipal Building, with photographic evidence of missing slates, defective stonework and rainwater goods, rotten window sills and peeling paintwork.  V. Davidson agreed to raise this with the relevant SBC officials. 
(ii) I. King reported that the Broadmeadows wind farm planning application had been rejected by the planning committee.  An appeal might follow;  if so, our agreement with other Community Councils re community benefit, would stand.
9) Reports from SBC Councillors:  

(a) Councillor Davidson: 
(i) reported that work had begun to form an entrance to The Haining estate through the wall at Lang Dykes, with a semi-circular raised gathering area to be built on the Haining side, and a designed gate to be fitted;  L. Neil advised that a check should be carried out to ensure that this does not compromise the entrance to the tunnel;  G. Edgar and I. King expressed serious concern that no detailed plans had been brought to the Council for comment and asked whether the proposal had received listed building consent.

(ii) reported that new visitor orientation panels are to be erected in the town centre car park and at Baxter’s, but not in the town entrance laybys as suggested by the Council;  G. Edgar suggested that the information panel in the car park next to the Police Station should be replaced with the new design;

(iii) reported on improvements at the Fleshmarket Steps, including new seating and repositioning of the litter bin;  the railing is still to be adjusted or replaced;

(iv) reported that new play equipment is to be installed in Bannerfield before the summer holidays, as agreed with the Bannerfield Residents’ Association, with the possibility of adding further equipment at a later date, although the opportunity for using this as match funding has been lost; 

(v) drew attention to the Kibosh leaflet and the completion of the Forest Pitch art installation;

(vi) reported that the Harrier bus service to Moffatt resumes for the summer;  timetables available from the Tourist Information Office;

(vii) noted that Dyeworks employees will soon receive redundancy payments.  The Council also expressed concern that the stone perimeter wall has now been lost;

(viii) reported that useful feedback from the public had been received at the Flood Protection Scheme exhibition, and that Connor Price had attended the Common Riding to ensure full understanding of the issues regarding horses fording the river.  I. King noted that the plans provided an ideal opportunity to link these measures with other aspects of town development and improvement, especially along the whole riverbank area as an attractive amenity for the town.

(b) Councillor Gunn: (not present – report received subsequent to the meeting and circulated to members)
(c) Councillor Riddell-Carre: (not present – no report)
OPEN FORUM (taken at 7.30pm)
(a) D. Purves

a. reported that handrails at the foot of Old Bridge Road and the Stey Brae require repair;

b. asked V. Davidson to contact the landowners to protect the stone circles up the Douglas Burn;

c. asked about the proceeds of the sale of Rosebank Quarry - also ref. item 9(e);

d. suggested that consideration be given to a re-routing of the A7 through the centre of the town, rather than a by-pass;  I. King indicated that there were a number of physical difficulties and such a route would further damage the historic core of the town;  V. Davidson noted that the new Director at SBC was favourably disposed towards the by-pass plan, and that the opportunity should be taken to work on zoning land (residential and employment) around the route of the by-pass in the new Local Plan.

9) Common Good Fund update / report  
V. Davidson reported as follows:

(a) The following have been identified as Common Good assets:  the Green Hut, Victoria Hall and caretaker’s flat, civic amenity site, Rosebank Quarry, Shawpark Road development site, Bog Park, amenity ground at Shawburn Road / Raeburn Place, the Toll embankment.   D. Bethune to obtain an electronic copy of the relevant report for circulation.  Legal opinion has been sought on the Library and Governor’s House;  as these were donated for the specific purpose of use as a library, it is believed they would revert to the original owner if no longer used as a library.

(b) Rewiring and a new boiler to be installed at Smedheugh farmhouse.

(c) Contribution being negotiated re a new shed at South Common;  once complete, the old steading will be demolished.

(d) A quotation is being sought for repairs to window surrounds and stonework at the Town Hall.

(e) A valuation has not yet been agreed for Rosebank Quarry.

(f) Negotiations with Scottish Water are still proceeding.

It was agreed that L. Neil be reimbursed £34 for a search fee in respect of a possible Common Good property.  

10) Correspondence

	
	Item
	Action

	(a)
	letter of thanks from Royal Burgh Standard Bearer
	noted

	(b)
	letter of thanks from young people of Rowland’s
	noted

	(c)
	reminder of Local Development Plan Focus Group meetings  in Duns, Peebles and Hawick (circulated)
	D. Bethune to request an additional venue, in Selkirk 

	(d)
	application for variation of premises licence, Station Bar (circulated)
	noted

	(e)
	invitation from Hawick Community Council to attend a meeting re Common Good investment strategy (circulated)
	L. Neil has responded by letter

	(f)
	NHS Borders Single Equality Scheme Consultation (circulated)
	noted

	(g)
	ASCC May bulletin (circulated)
	noted

	(h)
	ASCC annual renewal
	T. Combe to renew membership

	(i)
	request for funding for Police “diversionary day” for youths
	agreed to give a grant of £100

	(j)
	notification of NHS Borders public board meeting, Thursday 30th June, 3-5pm, Victoria Halls, Selkirk
	noted


11) Reports from Sub-committee: Selkirk Hill Management Group – G. Edgar and I. King gave a brief report on the monthly “conversation”.  The condition of the hill had been complemented;  a bench is to be sited near Caulk’s Well;  the grazing is to be let (Aug – Dec) to bring in some income to the Common Good Fund;  a Hill map and supporting text, developed by SBC for a leaflet, could be incorporated into the Community Council website.

12) Reports from associated groups: Plattling Twinning Group – nothing new to report

13) Report on Evening Study Classes – no report
14) Reports from other community organisations and outside bodies


(a) Philiphaugh Community project: A. Pattullo reported that the dig at the Philiphaugh battle site had produced less than expected, but a further dig will take place later to investigate the ditch.  Preparation is underway for the battle re-enactment on 12/13 August.
(b) Litter Pick:  A. Pattullo thanked all those who had taken part.
15) Other business

(a) I. King suggested we install a Selkirk webcam.  A. Pattullo agreed to investigate how this could be done.

(b) L. Neil stated that the new barriers erected at the civic amenity site had increased, rather than decreased, the health and safety risk.  L. Neil will write to SBC.

(c) B. Kerr expressed dismay that SBC had recently dumped a quantity of white goods which were in good condition, and asked for this wasteful action to be investigated.  V. Davidson agreed to pursue the matter.

(d) G. Edgar expressed serious concern about overgrown trees along the length of Dunsdale Road, which were now a public safety issue.  V. Davidson would instruct SBC to contact the 5 owners who are responsible for the banking, to require them to cut back the trees and repair the collapsing retaining wall.

(e) G. Edgar expressed concern about apparent inconsistency in the application of planning control over minor works being done in gardens.  V. Davidson agreed to invite the planning officer to make a presentation at the August meeting explaining the current planning rules.

Next scheduled meeting of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council:

Monday 11th July, 2011 at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.  

The Meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   ………………
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