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                  Minutes of the 34th  Annual General Meeting of 

   the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council 

held on Monday 8th November, 2010 in the Committee Room, Victoria Halls, Selkirk.

1.
Present: Community Councillors Gordon Edgar (chair), Dr. Lindsay Neil (vice-chair), David Bethune (secretary), Tom Combe (treasurer), Caroline Cruikshank, Jim Gibson, Wilma Gunn, Bob Kerr, John Munro and Ian King and  Scottish Borders Councillor Vicky Davidson.

[also in attendance: 1 member of the Press and 2 members of the public]
2.
Apologies were received from Community Councillors Graham Easton and Alistair Pattullo, Scottish Borders Councillor Kenneth Gunn, PC Roy Brown and Community Warden Colin Mitchell.

3.
The Minutes of the 33rd  Annual General Meeting of the Council, held on 9th November, 2009 were approved, with the removal of Jenna Agate fro  the list of apologies: proposed by Tom Combe, seconded by Bob Kerr.

Chairman Gordon Edgar reminded those present that all comments should be addressed through the chair, and that all recording devices should be switched off.

4.
Chairman’s Report: Chairman Gordon Edgar presented the following report:

“The council has had another busy year, holding 11 ordinary meetings and one special meeting.

All our ordinary meetings have had extensive agendas with planning applications discussed at every meeting. It is disappointing however to note that whilst this council makes recommendations on all the planning applications we now have no redress on the final decisions as officers of Scottish Borders Council now have the authority to determine the outcome of many planning applications and this council has no avenue of local consultation with the officers.

This council continues to support 

Evening study classes

Selkirk Hill Management Group

Scott’s Selkirk

Plattling Twinning Group

Selkirk Regeneration Group

All of these groups are working to benefit the Selkirk community.

A number of topics were discussed throughout the year including town centre regeneration, common good deliberations, roads and community area maintenance, and the most recent that of leisure facility provision in the Borders which has indicated that Selkirk swimming pool may be under threat of closure.

With the demise of the Area Committees within some areas of the Borders this council has lost a valuable communications link between Scottish Borders Council and our selves. This council is questioning the competence of the decision to remove Area Committees from some areas of the Borders and retain them in others.

With the loss of the planning consultation and the demise of the area committees I would like to emphasise how important it is that our Scottish Borders Councillors make an effort to regularly attend our community council meetings not only so that we can discuss community concerns with them but so that they can gauge the local feeling on proposals from Scottish Borders Council.

Thanks to PC L Shiell for her attendance and contributions at the community council meetings. We wish her well in her new post and hope that the good service she provided will continue.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the community council for their support and help over the last very busy and difficult year”.

The Council adopted this report:  proposed L. Neil, seconded J. Gibson

5.
Treasurer’s Report: Hon. Treasurer T. Combe explained that the Community Council accounts now follow the SBC financial year (April – March), and so the accounts to 31/03/10 had been presented and adopted by the Council at the April meeting.  The Council ratified the adoption of these accounts:  proposed G. Edgar, seconded L. Neil.   These accounts had been independently examined by Hon. Auditor, Vivien Ross.  

The accounts for the Study Classes showed a current balance of £2724.15.  T. Combe explained that uneconomic classes had been discontinued, and all those remaining were self-sustaining.

The accounts for the Community Council showed a current balance of £1433, with the SBC annual grant of £1365 due in the next few weeks.
The Chairman thanked T. Combe for his work.

6.
Appointment of Office-Bearers:   

a) Chairman: Gordon Edgar

Proposed — Bob Kerr


Seconded — Lindsay Neil

Elected unopposed.

b) Vice-Chairman: Dr. Lindsay Neil
Proposed — Tom Combe

Seconded — Bob Kerr

Elected unopposed.

c) Hon. Treasurer: Tom Combe 

Proposed — Gordon Edgar

Seconded — Lindsay Neil

Elected unopposed.

d) Hon. Secretary: David Bethune
Proposed — Lindsay Neil

Seconded — Gordon Edgar

Elected unopposed.

e) Hon. Auditor:  Viv Ross 

Proposed — Tom Combe

Seconded — Caroline Cruickshank
Elected unopposed.

7.
Appointments to other roles:

a) Planning Spokesperson: Ian King
Proposed — Bob Kerr

Seconded — Jim Gibson

Elected unopposed.

b) Evening Study Class Organiser: Tom Combe
Proposed — Gordon Edgar 

Seconded — Ian King

Elected unopposed.

8.
Appointments to sub-group:

a) Selkirk Hill Management Group:
Gordon Edgar, Ian King, Caroline Cruickshank

9.
Appointments to associated group:

a) Plattling Twinning Group
John Munro, Lindsay Neil

10.     Appointments to outside bodies:

a) Selkirk Sessions – Alistair Pattullo, John Munro, Tom Combe

b) Scott’s Selkirk – Alistair Pattullo, Tom Combe, Graham Easton

c) Chamber of Trade – Tom Combe, Gordon Edgar

d) Argus House Committee — Gordon Edgar

e) Friends of Viewfield Trust — Lindsay Neil

f) A7 Action Group — Gordon Edgar, Ian King, Graham Easton

g) Scottish Borders Housing Association — Wilma Gunn

h) Association of Scottish Community Councillors – Bob Kerr

i) Common Good Group – Tom Combe, Caroline Cruickshank, Graham Easton

Adoption of minutes:

Proposed:  ………………………                   Seconded:  ……………………..

Signed:  ………………………….  (chairman)             Date:   …………………


