	The Selkirk Hills Geology 
The area consists of severely folded Silurian Shales and Greywackes. Sandstones and Mudstones formed under water in layers called strata. The strata may be seen in some places on the paths. This rock has been quarried for building and road-making stone. These old quarries can still be seen on the hillside. [image: image1.jpg]



Recreation

In former days there was a full-scale rifle range on the hill with the targets in an adjoining field. There is now a small bore rifle range situated near the skating pond.

The skating pond, was created in the early part of the century. Stallholders plied their wares when the pond was frozen over and skating was in progress. It has been restored and constitutes an interesting site for bird watching and botanists.

In the winter there are good sites for sledging.

At the south end of the Hill are the Golf Club House and a picnic site beside the A7 trunk road, with a magnificent view up the Ettrick Valley.

The golf course has nine holes (par67) on excellent hill turf with great views. 
Today, locals and visitors are welcome to enjoy what the Hill has to offer. Dog walkers, children playing, hill walkers, botanists, birdwatchers and hill runners will all find their time spent on the hill to be rewarding. 


	How To Get There

Selkirk is well served by public transport, with regular buses to and from a number of towns in the Scottish Borders.  Connections are available to Edinburgh, Carlisle and other places.

For the motorist, Selkirk is easily reached from the A7  Car parking is available in the town and at locations by the Hill. 
Public Transport information  

Traveline 0870 200 22 33

www.traveline.org.uk 
Further Information for Walkers

The Tourist Information Centre is at Halliwells House Museum just off Selkirk Market Place. Here you can book accommodation or find information on the area, including walks leaflets.  
Opening times vary - contact 0870 608 0404

Information on walks in the Scottish Borders is available from the Scottish Borders Council  website. www.scotborders.gov.uk The Borders Abbeys Way route crosses the Hill, with a good network of paths to be enjoyed.
Front Cover  - Mountain pansy 

The Plantlife Scotland county flower for Selkirkshire is the Mountain Pansy , voted for by the people of the area because of its presence at Selkirk Hill 
Logos 

Text and photographs by Scottish Borders Council Ranger service. Map by David Langworth.
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	Selkirk Hill  Paths 
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Our Scottish Borders –your heritage


	Selkirk  Hill
Location

Selkirk Hill is an area of open land on the south-eastern edge of the town of Selkirk. The area extends to about 140 acres. The southern half of the Hill has been used as a good nine-hole golf course since 1885. The northern half is used as an open space for walking, riding and general recreation.
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Selkirk High School 
Staff and pupils, have played a significant role in the improvement of Selkirk Hill. The school has planted trees.  Students use the hill for cross country running and field studies and have annually painted the inside of the shelter. 

Selkirk Hill Management committee

The Hill is part of the Selkirk Common Good and is managed by a Management Group. This is a group of local people, councillors and community councillors and representatives from the golf course, nature conservation organisations and Scottish Borders Council Countryside Ranger Service who meet regularly to agree the management of the hill land.
Selkirk Hill Warden

A Warden is employed by the Management Group. The work done by the warden includes heather management, path maintenance and litter clearance.
	Selkirk Golf Club
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The Selkirk Golf Club is one of the oldest clubs in the Borders and was formed in 1883, one year before Oakhurst, the oldest golf club in the USA. The nature of the original course - in among the heather - can be imagined by looking at some of the scores in early medal competitions - 100 for nine holes!
The original course was replaced in 1922 by a new layout, which is the one we see today. The course is laid out amongst the trees, whins and bonnie purple heather of the Hill. There is not a dull hole on the course, and even if your golf is not quite up to the challenge you can enjoy the stunning views of Selkirk and the surrounding hills and valleys. A warm welcome awaits visitors, and tickets can be bought at the clubhouse just outside the town on the A7 road to the south.

Wildlife Habitats
Walking around the hillside will reward you with views of a variety of plants, trees, birds and other wildlife as well as lovely views. Return at different times of year to see the seasonal changes. 
	Wildlife Habitats with space for humans. 
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Plants on Basic soils : Rock rose, Mountain pansy 
Plants on Peaty soils and near woodlands : Blaeberry, Dog violet and Wood anemone. 
Plants on rocky areas: Tormentil, Mouse-ear hawkweed. 
Plants In the wet areas: Meadowsweet. The insectivorous yellow leaves of butterwort can be seen by the stream edges. 
Orchids: Northern Marsh, Heath Spotted, Common Spotted and Early Purple. 

Birds: skylark, Meadow pipit, linnet, whinchat, cuckoo, Willow warbler, Sedge warbler, Reed bunting, redshank and snipe (at Skating Pond).

Butterflies: Meadow brown, Small heath, Common blue, Ringlet.
Moths: Northern Eggar, Fox, Emperor.

Water fauna: Common newt, frog, stickleback, leeches, Pond snails, Water boatmen, Pond skaters, small trout (in burn).

Trees (including at the Arboretum):

rowan, whitebeam, sessile oak, ash, Scots pine, hazel.
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	Selkirk  Hill Paths 

Once on the hills, provided you exercise responsible access, by following the Scottish Outdoor Access Code  you may find your own routes, viewpoints and picnic spots.

Selkirk Hill has a network of paths to explore.
. 

Borders Abbeys Way   The 10 mile walk  from Selkirk to Melrose uses paths across Selkirk Hill. The Borders Abbeys Way takes walkers on a circuit of several days and 68miles(109km) visiting Kelso, Roxburgh, Jedburgh, Denholm, Hawick, Ashkirk, Selkirk, Abbotsford near Galashiels, Melrose and Dryburgh.

A section of the Borders Abbeys Way waymarked route can form the start of a walk around Selkirk Hill 

The following is one of many routes possible 

Distance   - Approx 2 ½ miles (4km) starting and finishing at Selkirk Square. 
Terrain  - Hard tracks – low, wide level tracks and rougher hill tracks.

Wear  - Boots or strong shoes and waterproofs are recommended. 
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	Walk directions

Start from  Selkirk Market Place

Follow the Borders Abbeys Way waymarks up Kirk Wynd past the Kirk o’ the Forest. Continue uphill through the town and across the A7 road to where the Borders Abbeys Way leaves the A699 at Selkirk Hill.   
1. Follow the Borders Abbeys Way across the Hill past the Caulks Well, and below Currie’s Fountain to the shelter. Continue east through the green valley.

2. At the end of the green valley, leave the Borders Abbeys Way. Turn right here to follow the track around to a wooden hut. 

3. Turn right here before a gate. Follow the path along the edge of the fence uphill. Pass the Arboretum where many species of trees have been planted.

4. Keep left and walk along the path above the valley for views across Selkirk and the surrounding hills.
5. Continue on the upper path and descend past Currie’s Fountain. 

6. Follow the burn downstream then follow a path through a metal gate and past the Pot Loch to return to Selkirk. 
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	Sheep

The Hills and surrounding area provide a living for farmers, so please respect their needs.  Grassland management on the Hill today includes livestock farming at some times of the year. Grazing keeps the grass and nettles down and allows the mosaic of habitats to be maintained. 

If you have a dog please keep it under proper control all times and follow the key points of the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code
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	Selkirk Hill History 

A Place of History

As well as being an area of natural beauty and a haven for many plants, animals and birds, Selkirk Hill also has a considerable history attached to it.

The area now known as Selkirk Hill is a vestige of the ancient Ettrick Forest and part of the Common land granted by David I in 1155 to the monks of Selkirk. James V reaffirmed this grant in 1535 in recognition of the heroism of the Souters who fought and died in the battle of Flodden in 1513.
History

In bygone days, the hill provided a common for the pasturing of sheep and cattle, for peat and turf dug for fuel and roofing for thatched cottages. There are signs of ancient cultivation which can be discovered on some of the golf course fairways.

In the north corner of the Hill there remains the base of the smallpox hospital surrounded by a hawthorn hedge. Victims of the smallpox epidemics were brought here in horse-drawn ambulances up to the time of the Great War in 1914-18.
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	Selkirk Hill Paths 
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