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Minutes of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk and District Community Council Held on

Monday 11th April 2022.
1.       
Present – Community Councillors: Al Pattullo (Chair), Ieuan Chamberlain, Graham Easton, Kirsty Lovatt, Ian King, David Deacon, Jim Stillie, Aileen Firth, Alisdaire Lockhart, and Sue Bremner.

Also present – SBC Councillors Caroline Cochrane, Elaine Thornton-Nicol, and Gordon Edgar; 11 members of the public; 1 member of the press.
2.       
Apologies – Tom Combe, Judith Thompson, and George Irvine.

3.       
Declarations of Interest – none. 

4.       
Minutes of previous meeting approved by DD and seconded by CC. 

5.       
Matters Arising – CC advised that Andrew Bunyan has repaired the Craig Brown memorial. AP to write thanking him.

AL asked about the reintroduction of the 30mph in some parts of the town – GEd to discuss later. 
6.       
Community Police Report – circulated electronically. DD met with John Murray and had a walk around town with him. John unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to annual leave but hopes to attend once every few months.
7.       
Victoria Park – AP gave an overview of the discussion had at the meeting with Netta Meadows. Since the meeting, Sheriff’s Officers have contacted travellers who have arrived on site but are not part of the families permitted to remain on site until 30th June 2022.

AF noted that despite the CC highlighting how annoyed residents have been re lack of communication, communications after the meeting and the way in which they were relayed was not acceptable.

It was agreed that SBC were amenable to further meetings once the elections are over and the CC will push for these to happen.


IK raised concerns that the lack of maintenance and repairs required at the site which he had explained at previous meetings did not appear to have been relayed to SBC. IK has revisited the site and some improvements have been made to the building. With regard to the initial intention to use Ettrick Mill as a temporary site for the travellers, IK informed Netta that the CC considers the site unsuitable and listed numerous concerns.

MoP1 asked if anyone had been aware that works were due to start at Ettrick Mill just a couple of days after the last CC meeting. CC confirmed that SBC councillors found out at the same time as the residents.

A further discussion was had re the Victoria Park belonging to the people of Selkirk. AP explained that the site is run by SBC/LiveBorders on behalf of the Common Good.


MoP2 asked about compensation. DD confirmed that he had raised this at the SBC meeting. It was also confirmed that the travellers who are legally entitled to stay on the site are paying rent.


AF stressed the need for a swift resolution should the travellers still be on site after 30th June. CC agreed and will push forward with the Community Interest Group.


DD asked how soon the newly elected councillors would start and was informed that it would be straight away.

8.
Local Improvements – next meeting still to be arranged.
9.
Common Good Fund – IK attended last CGF meeting and disappointed to note that SBC papers still referred to Selkirk as a “former Royal Burgh”. IK has disputed this but SBC legal department disagree. 

Thanks given to Dr. Lindsay Neill for his assistance with the assets register review.


CC advised IK to write a letter to SBC using the CC letterhead.

10.       
Open Forum – MoP3 suggested that the Christmas lights need to be removed before the Jubilee celebrations and Common Riding. CC advised that the lights at Flower Expression have been fixed and the lights at the Pant Well have been removed. CC also explained that there was too much work involved in removing the lights and putting them back up. 

AF asked if the bunting would be going along shop fronts rather than across the streets. CC confirmed that the bunting would go across the streets. It was also mentioned that the shows would not be affected by the travellers being on site.

MoP4 noted that the existence of the travellers on the hardstanding at Victoria Park would impact on the Junior ride out. CC advised that whoever is in charge should send an email detailing their concerns.


DD asked if the Selkirk youth rugby pitched could be turned 90 degrees. GEd saw no issue with this but an email would have to be sent to the CGF and costs for the removal and reinstating of posts would be incurred.

11.
SBC Councillor’s Reports –

GEd – no report due to purdah.

CC – Co-Op application for the old Sainsbury site was withdrawn due to concerns from SBC Roads department. Concerns to be discussed and possibility application will be resubmitted.
Thanks to all who turned up for the Spring Clean – 30 bags of rubbish collected.

Jubilee picnic will be held Sat. 4th June with a parade leading to the pitch starting at 2pm from Mungo Park. If any resident is housebound but would like a picnic, names and addresses should be submitted to the Post Office.


ETN – no report due to purdah.
30mph – traffic orders now being applied for (Toll to Viewfield Park, and Golf Club to Tennis Court). GEd to check regulations and forward to IK.

Line marking – remaining works to be carried out after 1st April 2022.

CCTV – awaiting final bit of planning.

12.     Planning Matters – 

22/00562/FUL

Temporary siting of a residential caravan and associated works (retrospective) at Land North East of Sewage Treatment Works (Site 2) Riverside Road, Selkirk, 

Mr & Mrs M & S Ashe - Retention of temporary caravan at Ashfield Stud - 3 years further occupation – (200.00 sq.m)

Decision: Approved in principle to encourage rural pursuits and employment – but with a number of qualifying issues and concerns.

22/00437/FUL: 

Change of use from Class 1 Retail to Class 2 Professional Office for Douglas Gilmour, 2 High Street Selkirk TD7 4BZ 

Decision: Approved

22/00295/FUL: 

Change of use of barn, alterations and extension to form dwellinghouse 

Agricultural Building East Bridgelands, Selkirk – Mr and Mrs Phil Morris

Decision: Approved

22/00347/LBC ; 

Replacement windows and internal alterations (part retrospective) 

Top Floor Ettrick Lodge Ettrick Terrace, Selkirk TD7 4LE  - Mr Adam James

Decision: Approved subject to various concerns 

22/00326/FUL : 

Replacement windows (part retrospective) 

Top Floor Ettrick Lodge Ettrick Terrace, Selkirk TD7 4LE - James Agent Ltd

Decision: Approved subject to various concerns 

22/00306/FUL : 

Part change of use to form visitor centre within existing textile mill at Lochcarron, Waverley Mill, Rodgers Road, Selkirk, TD7 5DX - Lochcarron of Scotland

Decision: Approved subject to various concerns 

22/00244/LBC:

Replacement roof lights, cupola, windows and incorporating internal and external alterations/refurbishments - The Haining Charitable Trust, Castle Street, Selkirk TD7 5LR

Haining House 

Decision: Approved (and noted a representative of the Trust will attend the May meeting of the CC).
AF received an email from Lochcarron stating that, as part of the George Crawford Trust, space is available (nominal fee) for any community projects.
Bank of Scotland closure – Dunblane CC have shared letter templates which Selkirk CC can use. Selkirk Means Business is keen to be involved in any campaigns to stop the closure of the branch. AP to circulate letters.

Change of use application for Mitchell’s was submitted 8th April 2022.

13.
Treasurer’s Report – 

£3,292.23 in Community Council account

£1,923.94 - general funds

£384.84 - ring-fenced for Response Team

£983.45 – ring-fenced for fountain restoration (Localities Bids grant) 

£45.00 - held for Philiphaugh Community class

£4272.31 – Blooming Selkirk account

Income:

£1000 grant from BBBB 

£380 donations & sponsorships

Expenditure:

£97.92 planting scheme

£621.48 Jubilee garden

Fuller analysis available when JT presents accounts ready for audit.

IK noticed after the litter pick that bins are required at the exit points of Pringle Park and asked if the CC could fund them. AP to follow up with JT. DD asked if the CC would be charged by waste services for the extra pick-ups.
14.
SHMG – Ash tree had to be cut down due to die-back. No further reports of this on other trees.


Works ongoing at the skating pond.



Bushes have been cut back at the start and finish of the roadsides due to lack of visibility.



Golf club to deal with footpath at the south side of Caulk’s well.

DD raised issue of access via Pot Loch. Path is owned by SBC but loch is privately owned – GEd to follow up.

Brighter Selkirk – Meeting held two weeks ago. 

Money sitting in accounts to be used for planters.

AP meeting with Oregon tomorrow (Tues. 11th April) to discuss their charity committee and plans to contribute to improvements in that area of the town.


AGM to be held week after Common Riding. Fundraising for Christmas to be discussed.

Farmer’s Market – Successful market despite Galashiels holding their market on the same day.


Common Riding executive assisting with stalls in May, Ex-Standard Bearers in June.


Artwork to be installed in old phone box and space used to store chairs.

DD asked for ideas as to where the noticeboard at the garden by the war memorial could be relocated. Cross Keys was suggested.
15.      
BIDS – Questionnaire has been sent out to all businesses for views on renewal of BIDS.
Selkirk Development Plan – GEd advised IK that the original had been prepared by the Regeneration Group. IK disputed this and noted that it had been co-ordinated by SBC. ETN has contacted SOSE and asked if funding is available to update the plan. 
16.
SBCCN – AL advised that Selkirk is one of the few areas which has a plan. More co-ordination is required between individual SBCCN branches and CC’s.

IK added that it would be beneficial if a member of one CC attended another CC’s meeting and vice versa. JS has previously attended meetings arranged by John Lamont and noticed that working relationships between communities formed over time.

17.
AOCB –

AP to try to arrange hustings before the forthcoming elections. Also reminded everyone that the Standard Bearer’s presentation night is the 12th May and CC members to pay £10 toward cost of the gift.


Budget meeting required to discuss spending priorities. AP to send choice of prospective dates to CC members.


AL – Biggar has a Heritage Centre. AL happy to visit to see how it operates. Current working group for Selkirk Heritage Centre consists of AL, SB, CC, and AF.


AF – Litter pick was a great success. Suggest that it is held once a month. AF happy to facilitate but needs someone from SBC to assist with bags etc. AP suggested that the CC could purchase its own litter pickers.


AF also asked when the painting would be returned to the Cruickshank Room. AP advised that he is awaiting a joiner to install security fixings.


DD gave thanks to Grant Kinghorn for his photographic diary re demolition of the Cross Keys but asked if it was on track. CC confirmed that it isn’t due to delays in receiving materials. It won’t be finished in time for the Common Riding but a hard base will be in place as well as screening. MoP suggested using ‘Safe Oot, Safe In’ banners.


DD reminded everyone that there was still time to complete the census and to register for the elections.


CC – Philiphaugh Community Centre has been refurbished but groups are still waiting to hear when it can be used again. ETN confirmed that an email was sent out today and it can reopen as soon as the fire certificate is released.


IK – Riverside estate is looking very shabby with a lack of maintenance re fencing and screening. IK suggested that it be added to LIMP list. DD added that more effort is needed to try and attract local businesses to the area.

JS raised concerns that pedestrians using Halliwell’s Close to access the car park run the risk of walking straight into oncoming traffic. JS also noted that Dumfries has recently given someone Freedom of the Burgh and that this is something the CC should look into doing for Selkirk.


GEas – Thanks given to Michael Doonan and AP for all their hard work at the Jubilee Garden.


SB – Community nature reserve is looking fantastic just now. Well done to all involved.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50pm. The next scheduled meeting is to take place on Monday 9th May 2022 in the Cruickshank Room, Victoria Hall (time TBC).
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